
Terry Dermody: the architect and inspirational leader of the Sidney 
Central Schools Alumni Association.

From a great, once-a-year all-class luncheon to one of the most amazing 
high school alumni associations, the Sidney Central School Alumni As-
sociation has been a vision fulfilled by Terry Dermody, Class of 1965. 
From 1998 to 2012, he was the driving force behind SCSAA and its 
many accomplishments. 

Under his leadership, an all-class reunion weekend was created in 1999. 
A very successful golf tournament was added, along with social gath-
erings for all classes, and a memorial service. A special “March of the 
Classes” was added, followed by alumni contests in soccer and field 
hockey. Terry was especially proud of the scholarship funds generated 
through the proceeds of the weekend. He was always a big believer in the importance of combining alumni with 
the school and the community. Under his watch, funds were raised for flood relief and an outstanding veterans’ 
memorial park. He almost singlehandedly took on an initiative to sponsor an alumni scoreboard, leading to the 
district’s dedication of the athletic fields to alumni.

In 2003, a Sports Hall of Fame was established, with its first induction as a fall alumni event. Terry followed 
this by leading a group to establish a Wall of Fame for distinguished alumni and educators. The latter held its 
first induction in 2005 as part of Alumni Weekend. Terry led the association to establish the regular publication 
the alumni newsletter, “Reflections,” and an alumni website was built to serve as a communication tool for all 
alumni.  An offshoot of this was the publication of an alumni directory.  

It is not overstated that, up until a stroke cut short his tenure of 14 years, the irresistible force and constant 
source of new ideas driving SCSAA was Terry Dermody. His leadership brought together many directors and 
volunteers who contributed in a large and continuous measure to the growth and strength of SCSAA. Terry’s 
credentials and accomplishments are exemplary and his leadership has impacted and touched the lives of alum-
ni, community members, businesses, school administrators, coaches, teachers and students, resulting in a high 
school alumni association that is a model for many other communities.

In recognition of all Terry has done in making SCSAA an organization serving alumni and community, the 
Board of Directors at its annual meeting in January designated Terry Dermody as President Emeritus. A plaque 
will be placed in the Alumni Room at the school honoring his many accomplishments.

Terry DermoDy: 
SCSAA preSiDenT 

emeriTuS



2022 WAll of fAme inDuCTeeS 
AnnounCeD

Michelle Pressler graduated from Sidney Central School in 1982 and went on 
to achieve exceptional recognition, success and world attention in her field of 
bio-inorganic chemistry.
While in high school, Michelle attended the prestigious Ithaca College 
Summer Program, excelled as a candy-striper, first class Girl Scout, tutor and 
member of National Honor Society.
While at Ithaca College, Michelle worked as a teaching assistant, taught an 
advanced course in inorganic chemistry and continued tutoring. She was 
honored with an Analytical Chemistry Award.
Michelle earned her master’s and Ph.D. in bio-inorganic chemistry from the 
University of Massachusetts. 
Michelle was a post-doctoral research associate in biophysical chemistry 
at Michigan State University, where she researched a respiratory enzyme 

through microbiological biochemical techniques, for which she was honored with 17 peer-reviewed 
publications in national scientific periodicals, especially Science and National Academy of Sciences.
Michelle worked for Dow Chemical for five years as a senior chemist and process analytical expert, an 
analytical specialist and a senior analytical specialist. While there, she used chemometrics to improve yield 
for production plants, managed global support issues and worked on problem resolution in process/software/
hardware investigations. She was a worldwide spectroscopy expert.
From 2005-‘20, Michelle worked at Thermo Fisher Scientific as a molecular applications scientist and near-
infrared sales specialist. There, she worked as the scientific professional for the North American commercial 
organization.
Since August 2020, Michelle has worked as a business development manager for Pharma, Biotech, Life 
Sciences and Medical Technology, building specialized customized analyzers.
Michelle’s professional recognition and awards include one patent, three innovation disclosures, 27 internal 
peer-reviewed reports, many certificates of recognition, and Strathmore’s Who’s Who and National Register’s 
Who’s Who of Executives & Professionals.
Michelle enjoys giving back to her community. Her volunteer commitments include teaching classes 
at Family Life Church in Texas, hosting parents in a Christian parenting class, serving on an analytical 
chemistry advisory board in Seattle for Dow Chemical and serving on the Sidney Emergency Squad when 
home. She mentored countless young female professionals through the years in the science field and wrote 
recommendations for many students applying for graduate school and medical and veterinary graduate 
programs. Michelle has even excelled at her recent hobby with husband, Bill: their Suri alpaca farm is creating 
unique genetic lines that grow champion fiber. Using her scientific expertise and leadership, they use analytical 
techniques to improve fiber and other products, and are winning international shows. They have won more 
than 40 first-place awards. 
Michelle Pressler has excelled throughout her life. She is very deserving of our Wall of Fame Award.

Michelle A. Pressler, PhD.



Gregg Norris – Music Educator & Mentor

Gregg Norris is a graduate of Cazenovia High School, who did his student 
teaching at Sidney in 1984 while an undergraduate at Hartwick College. 
Upon his 1984 graduation with a bachelor’s degree in music education, 
Gregg was soon hired at Sidney to replace longtime high school band 
director Otis Atkins in January 1985.
While pursuing his requisite master’s degree (1991, from Binghamton 
University), Gregg sought to resurrect a struggling school-wide music 
program. He established a curriculum for ensembles and instruments alike 
and set new, loftier goals. Soon, the marching band returned to prominence 
and concert and jazz bands became well-known and respected at festivals 
and competitions.
With this proactive music discipline came opportunity.  Sidney students have always been encouraged to expand 
their horizons. In his 37-plus years at Sidney, Gregg has planned all phases of travel for his musicians to play: 
exchange concerts as far away as Canada; concert and jazz festivals and trips to Walt  Disney World, the Apollo 
Theater, Berklee College of Music and numerous New York State venues; and, this year, Gregg will take his 
jazz band to perform in New Orleans.  
Countless alumni have gone on to become music professionals, yet many former music students who pursued 
other careers still recognize the value of their musical roots at Sidney. Of special note is Gregg’s three times 
being honored (2004, ’08, ‘10) by top Sidney seniors with the Daniel B. Swift Scholar Recognition Mentor 
Award.      
Along the way, Gregg Norris has given his talents to the wider community, acting and playing in the pit 
orchestra for Tri-Town Theatre shows, acting as music director for school musicals and, in 1997, chartering the 
Tri-M Music Honor Society. Since 2017, Tri-M students have participated in the “Adopt-A-Highway” program, 
cleaning trash from a one-mile stretch of Route 8 twice annually.  Gregg pitches in there, too.
 Music education has been Gregg’s lifelong goal and jazz his passion.  Beyond writing the syllabus for 
each performing group and instrument at Sidney, Gregg helped rewrite and edit the jazz trombone guidelines 
for solo adjudication under the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA). He also teaches brass 
methods for student music teachers at Hartwick and leads the Hartwick Jazz Ensemble. He has allowed Sidney 
High School students to join this ensemble. 
 As a final tribute, this Memorial Day Weekend will see a “Norris Tribute” show. Alumni will join 
students for concert band and jazz band performances, organized by Gregg himself. Twelve individuals – from 
administrators to NYSSMA personnel, to parents, to former students – have written glowing referrals for Greg 
Norris’ induction into the Sidney Wall of Fame. 

SAVE THE DATE!
A L L  A L U M N I

W E E K E N D
JULY 15-17

2022



Joe Suriano graduated with the Sidney Central School Class of 1982.
Joe earned his bachelor of science degree from Ithaca College and his master’s 
in organic chemistry from Bucknell University. He earned his PhD in organic 
chemistry from the University of Minnesota in 1993.
Joe has had an outstanding career in the field of organic chemistry. His interest 
and aptitude in this field began under the tutelage of Sidney chemistry teacher 
Dave Pysnik, including participation in Dave’s summer program at Ithaca 
College.  
Joe’s career progressed from working in research and development at Union 
Carbide to project leader, senior scientist, lab manager and, ultimately, an 
executive position in advanced materials innovation at the GE Global Research 
Center.

He holds the position of senior global technology director for Ascend Performance Materials, an engineering 
plastics global innovation leader. In this role, Joe is responsible for ensuring the correct chemistry to meet 
international quality and safety standards.
Joe’s awards and distinctions are numerous, including GE global research awards, testifying before Congress, 
attaining 20 U.S. patents, with more filed, and 27 publications and presentations. 
Joe’s community service is extensive and remarkable. He has served as a school board member, soccer club 
head coach and program coordinator of outreach programs for disabled children. He’s also hosted a science 
and technology high school program for 10 years and has been a fourth-grade Science Day participant for 20 
years. He volunteered for six years with The Unity House’s “Adopt a Child” program for children of domestic 
violence, volunteered at the food bank and spent 900 hours at the Ascent Westgate School for disabled children, 
helping to rebuild a nature trail after a hurricane.
Joe Suriano has had an important impact in his career field and has contributed valuable time to his volunteer 
community commitments. We’re proud to present Joe Suriano as a Sidney Wall of Fame Honoree. 

Joseph Suriano ‘82

Mary Shaheen graduated from Sidney High School in 1972. She earned her 
elementary education degree from SUNY Oswego in 1976.
Mary’s early career can be characterized by cross-sector collaborations and 
partnerships that led to shared solutions to crucial human care issues. She 
has worked at providing afterschool programs and apprenticeships and col-
laborated with several agencies to become an expert advisor on early child-
hood, child abuse and neglect issues.
For the past 30 years, Mary has served as vice president of the United Way 
of New York State. She has been responsible for early childhood partner-
ships and coordinates the New York State Alice Project, a program promot-
ing strategies and resources for greater economic security for the working 
poor. 
Mary retired this year as president of 2-1-1 New York. In that capacity, she 
guided independent community and referral contact centers into a state-
wide system connecting people seeking services ranging from emergency shelter and food to COVID-19 testing. 
Hugh Parry, chief executive officer of New York State United Way, said, “Mary has impacted thousands of lives in 
New York, and very few, if any, knew she was the one to thank.”
Mary is a founding member of the Women’s Fund of the Capital Region, a member of the Women’s Fund of 
Central New York and a member of Women’s United/Central New York. In 2009, Mary was appointed by Gov. 
Patterson to the Early Childhood Advisory Council, on which she continues to serve.
Mary has had a full career of leadership and public and private service. We are proud to present Mary Devos 
Shaheen, Class of 72, as a Sidney Wall of Fame honoree.

Mary Devos Shaheen, ‘72



John Mirabito graduated from Sidney Central School in 1972 and 
from the University of Notre Dame in 1976 as a finance major with a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration. He earned his master’s 
degree in business administration from Syracuse University in 1986.
As business manager for the Sidney Central School District, 1976-‘80, 
John was responsible for all non-instructural and financial activities for 
the district.
From 1981-‘86, John worked as an insurance broker at Mang 
Associates, Inc. John earned the designation of chartered property 
casualty underwriter in 1989, working as a partner for Mang Group, 
Inc. from 1986-‘98. After numerous purchases and mergers over the 
years, the agency grew to 19 locations, including one in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.
John became involved in the family business and, from 1998-’05, held various management and executive 
positions with Mirabito Holdings, Inc. Mirabito Holdings is a diversified company and includes the business 
brands Mirabito Energy Products, Mirabito Stores, Mirabito Truck Repair, Mirabito Power and Gas and 
Mirabito Regulated Industries. The company employs more than 1,100 people and does business in seven states. 
From 2005 until ‘19, John served as chairman of the board with Mirabito Holdings, Inc. and Subsidiaries and 
Affiliates. 
John has a record of extensive service as a trusted and dedicated community leader, happily sharing his 
knowledge, experience and time to benefit others. John has held leadership roles, including president, director 
and chairman in Delaware County Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club of Sidney, United Way of Sidney, 
Southern Tier American Red Cross, Otschodela Council – Boy Scouts of America, Friends of Bassett Hospital, 
Community Foundation of South Central New York, Catholic Education Foundation of the Southern Tier, Tri-
Town Regional Hospital, Binghamton Bearcats Athletic Association, Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse 
Finance Committee and the Leatherstocking Gas Company.
John serves as chair of the Risk Management Committee of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse Finance 
Committee, Board of Directors – Catholic Schools of Broome County, Advisory Board – Binghamton 
University Watson College of Engineering & Applied Science and Lourdes Hospital Foundation. 
John Mirabito has had a full career of business and exemplary community leadership. We’re proud to present 
John as a Sidney Wall of Fame Honoree. 

John Mirabito, ‘72

Lyle Bennett, Class of 1947 
Miriam Hellerud Palmer, Class of 1949 
Florence Banks Terry, Class of 1951
Amos Finch, Class of 1954 
Joan Brush Wilson, Class of 1956; d. Oct. 11, 
2021 
John Van Kowenburg, Class of 1961 
Kenneth A. Livingston, Class of 1962; d. Dec. 
19.2021
Rena Cole Doing, Class of 1962 

Royden C. Rinker, Jr., Class of 1962; d. Sept. 4, 
2020
Dusty Ashton, Class of 1968
John Grenchenko, Class of 1969
Bonnie Silvernail Canfield, Class of 1970 
Gail Goulette Delaney, Class of 1971
Tim Kirby, Class of 1974  
Bernice Cook Hopper, Class of 1982 
Andrew D. Morenus, Class of 1998

In Memoriam 



WELCOME INN Sign is Welcomed 
Home

An original WELCOME INN sign recently 
returned to Sidney.
In 1999, Tom Rettberg, Class of 1964, attended 
his 35th Sidney class reunion. He had spare 
time on Saturday, so decided to stop at 
WELCOME INN for a walk down memory 
lane. Unfortunately, the inn had closed, but 
Mary Moore, one of the owners, was there. 
Tom shared stories with Mary that were fond 
memories of long ago. 
On his way in, Tom noticed a large plastic 
WELCOME INN sign in an oil drum outside. 
He asked Mary what she planned to do with 
it. She was throwing it out. So, Tom offered 
Mary $20 for the sign, and she happily agreed. 
Tom thought the sign might look great in 
his rec room at his home in Atlanta. But how 
would he get it safely there? It was too big for 
the airplane, so it was bubble-wrapped and 
mailed, at a cost exceeding the price of the 
sign! 

The treasured Welcome Inn sign remained in 
the original bubble-wrap for more than 20 
years, surviving four major moves unscathed. 
Finally, Tom called Karen Cycon, president of 
the Sidney Historical Association, and asked if 
she would like the sign. Karen was delighted, 
and the Welcome Inn sign is mounted on the 
wall at the Sidney Historical Association, 44 
Grand St., Sidney. It has come home!
WELCOME INN meant so much to many of 
us. Many hours were spent there with friends, 
eating pizza or cheeseburgers. Unfortunately, 
WELCOME INN burned down. We felt like we 
had lost a true friend. But now, we can visit 
the Sidney Historical Association and take our 
own walk down memory lane!

41 Years as a Carrier Dome Usher
Craig Carlson, Sidney Class of 1964, recently retired after 41 years as an usher at the 
Carrier Dome in Syracuse, New York. Craig said it was a great experience watching 
sports and entertainment acts firsthand. 
Craig saw the Syracuse Orangemen basketball team win many games leading up to the 
National Championship on April 7, 2003. Syracuse beat the Kansas Jayhawks at the 
Superdome in New Orleans, 81-73. It was a nailbiter! He saw Paul McCartney perform, 
though the show was nearly cut short because flags along the side caught fire. The fire was 

quickly extinguished and the show went on. Monster trucks, he said, were a real thriller to watch and very loud. 
Craig had his picture taken with Pearl Washington. The variety and excitement experienced with being an usher 
at the Carrier Dome  41 years was awesome. 



 Successful alumni sporting events at Sidney started with 
basketball (1992 to present), then SCSAA added soccer in 2013 and 
field hockey in 2017.
 Now volleyball is joining this list! 
 Friday, May 6 will mark the inaugural Sidney Alumni Volleyball 
Game, a co-ed event to be held at the high school.  All past male and 
female players are encouraged to join in the fun and compete against 
other alumni in a tournament format.
 As of early March, the response was electric! Organizer Victoria 
Maggio Fusco, ’07, announced on March 1 that nine full teams are in 
place, up from the initial eight-team allotment. Teams will play round 
robin style to determine a “final four.” The top two finalists will win 
prizes.  
 Cost per player is $20, with a T-shirt for all. Players have the 
option to register as a complete team or as individuals; each solo 
player will be placed on a team the day of the event.  
 Like alumni basketball – which has provided a $300 scholarship 
annually for a senior basketball player, this volleyball endeavor 
will build a fund intended to honor a senior volleyball player with a 
scholarship, starting June 2023.
 A post-game social for players and alumni will be held at a 
location to be announced that evening.
 Concessions will be available, and admission for all will be $1 on 
game day.  For questions, reach out to Victoria Maggio Fusco at 607-
348-7850. 
 Registration fee can be sent to Victoria Fusco via Facebook Pay, 
PayPal (@VictoriaFusco) or Venmo (@VictoriaFusco918).
 The event will take place from 4:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Inaugural Alumni Volleyball 
Planned for May 6 

SUPPORT  SCSAA
SIDNEY CENTRAL SCHOOL

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

(See Our New Membership Flyer, Page 11)





Class Rep Corner
Hello, CLASS REPS! 

Make this a great year to invite your classmates to connect and get involved!
An outstanding Sidney Alumni Weekend is being planned for July 15, 16 and 17.

1.  Encourage your classmates to attend Alumni Weekend activities together
2.  Remind your classmates to pay their alumni dues. Visit sidneyalumni.org for more info. Find the list of 
classmates whose dues are due. It’s a great reason to chat, and they’ll receive the next Reflections in the mail
3. Suggest an outstanding classmate for the Wall of Fame. Contact Dennis Porter or Chris Schaeffer Ossont with 
info.
4. Have classmates send interesting class memories or current tidbits to Reflections for the “Class Notes” page 

Enjoy getting involved and connecting with your classmates!
Send me any of your best ideas and we’ll pass them along to other Class Reps.

Chris Schaeffer Ossont
315-794-2627
Chris.ossont23@gmail.com

1956 Janice Risley Knight lives in Massachusetts and retired in 1996 from publishing. She 
enjoys reading and volunteers at the local senior center. Her most recent vacation was to 
Puerto Rico. She has two children, Kristin and Jay, and four grandchildren.

1958 Paul Scofield is married to Kathleen Hennessey Scofield, ’60, and they live in Lakewood, 
New York. They have two sons, four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

1963 Brenda Brooks Olsen retired in 2009 from secretarial work and lives in Schenectady, 
New York. She has one daughter, one grandchild and two great-grandchildren.

1969 Don Orlando lives in Texas and retired in 2014 from supermarket development. He 
enjoys tennis, cycling and politics. He volunteers for the Make a Wish foundation and Junior 
Achievement. He has traveled to Costa Rica, New Mexico, Ireland, Scotland and England. 
He has four children and one grandchild.

1976 Jacqueline Muir is an occupational therapist and a certified hand therapist. She lives 
in Washington and enjoys quilting, photography and home renovation projects. She made 
masks for the United Way and helps with respite for foster/adoptive families. Her Scotland trip 
has been canceled twice, but she is hoping to go this year. She has two children and three 
grandchildren.

Class Notes 



The Sidney Central School Alumni Association is seeking someone to assume 
corresponding secretary duties, beginning January 2023.
This person would become a member of the board of directors and be responsible 
for picking up all mail and keeping track of dues paid, addresses, deaths, etc. on 
the database. They would keep track of any correspondence and send out thank-

you letters for any donations received.
They would write up the Class Notes section for Reflections from submitted membership forms and print out 
the labels that go on the Reflections mailing.
The incoming corresponding secretary should be someone residing in Sidney or nearby, so they can pick up 
mail on a regular basis, though it does not need to be every day.
They should also be willing to help during the annual Alumni Weekend.
Please contact Deb Puffer at dwpuffer@frontiernet.net or 607-967-8480 if interested or for more information.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY NEEDED

Who Was YOUR Favorite Teacher?

 Reflections needs your input.  We are looking for the best memories from 
our school days, having especially to do with those teachers who left a lasting 
impression.
 Sidney students share memories of their favorite teacher(s) when reunions 
occur, so let’s hear from you again and let’s fill a page in the next newsletter.  

 Examples:
 Mrs. XXXXX – She seemed to master how to be a friend you could talk to, a 
teacher you could learn from and respect, be an amazing advisor to our ________ 
club and be highly respected by her co-workers. I’m still friends with her today. (Jane 
Smith, ‘82)

 Tom Robertson – I was lucky to have him twice for Social Studies (7th and 
9th grade) when “Read, outline and prepare for a quiz” was a daily guideline that got 
me to learn the material. Then, I wrestled for him and saw how much he wanted us 
prepared for each practice and match. Later, boot camp was easy compared to those 
practices! (John Doe, ‘66)

 There can be specific anecdotes – a Regents exam success that was a direct 
result of a teacher’s guidance, famous sayings, anything you want!  PLEASE try to 
keep it to 75 words or less.  We’d like to include as many submissions as possible – 
all eras, all schools. Don’t limit it just to high school!  

 Email Deb Puffer, dwpuffer@frontiernet.net, or Reflections editor Allison 
Collins, alliedcollins@frontier.com, to have your memories included in the next 
edition of Reflections!

  ~ Greg Davie, ‘76



How Alumni Giving Makes a Big Impact 
MYTH 

I can only give a small 
amount to SCSAA and it 
won’t make a difference. 

Every dollar helps us to 
do more for the school,  
community and alumni. 

MYTH 

My information isn’t 
important to the  

association. 

Out of 7,768 names in 
our database, we have 

3,360 for which we have 
addresses, and some of 
them are not correct. 

MYTH 

My dues will not make a 
big impact. 

Out of those 3,360 
addresses, only around 850 

are paid members. Dues 
are our only guaranteed 

income to help us 
accomplish our goals. 

Here are some of the impacts our association has had on different organizations and incentives: 
1. Our alumni association and alumni were able to give over $50,000 to the Sidney Veterans Memorial Park
2. We buy six yearbooks every year for students who cannot afford to buy one
3. We gave $2,500 to the library to digitize all the Tri-Town News newspapers
4. We give five scholarships to graduating seniors, two academic awards and one sports scholarships every year 
5. We have a Career Day at the high school
6. We send a student to the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards program
7. We helped United Way financially during the 2006 and 2011 floods to help businesses stay afloat
8. We gave over $12,000 to the Sidney Center Revitalization Project
9. We gave $10,000 to United Way to help businesses during COVID
10. We pay for the Christmas music that is played over the downtown speakers every year
11. We give four Teen Institute scholarships every year (SADD)

Name _______________________________      Address ________________________________________________
Class Year __________________    Email ______________________________  Phone ________________________

Amount enclosed as dues or a donation __________________________________________

Send to SCSAA, PO Box 2186, Sidney, NY 13838 or pay with Paypal at www.sidneyalumni.org
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