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The Sidney Central School Alumni Association (SCSAA) 

recently announced an unprecedented major fundraising 

project to sell 500 raffle tickets for the chance of winning 

deeded ownership to an exclusive Marriott Timeshare 

Vacation Property.   A very significant portion of the pro-

ceeds of this event will be used to fund the establishment 

of a perpetual annual memorial scholarship to be awarded 

to a deserving SCS senior who has been selected to, and 

enters, an undergraduate degree program leading to a 

teaching credential.  And, two new incentives for pur-

chasers have been authorized to increase sales of tickets.  

The incentives are:  

 

 * a 5 year advance membership in SCSAA for 

all alumni purchasing one or more raffle tickets; and, 

 

 * a cash option payout in lieu of the timeshare 

property for the winning ticket holder in the amount of 

$5,000 to $7,000, depending on total ticket sales. 

 

The raffle winner will be drawn during the Annual 

Alumni Association Luncheon on July 20, 2008, with the 

winner being deeded ownership of the timeshare villa 

property at the incredibly beautiful Marriott Newport 

Coast Villas (NCV) resort in Newport Coast, 

California.  Each villa sleeps up to 8 people 

and is fully and exquisitely furnished.  The 

retail value of this property is $30,000; and, 

the cost for a raffle ticket is only $100. 
(Note:Ticket cost is fully tax deductible as a 

charitable donation unless an alumnus re-

ceives a 5 year advance membership in 

SCSAA, then only 50% of the single ticket cost 

is deductible, as the cost of membership is 

$10 per year.  If additional tickets are pur-

chased, the cost for the additional tickets is 

fully deductible, as nothing of value will have 

been received for those ticket donations.) 

 

The resort property, located between Newport Beach and 

Laguna Beach, and near many  world famous vacation 

destinations, overlooks the Pacific Ocean and Crystal 

State Beach with the beautiful Pelican Hill Golf Course 

meandering around and amongst the buildings and struc-

tures of this fantastic Tuscan inspired resort property.  

The raffle winner/new owner will be able to schedule 

their annual 7-night stay at the resort beginning in 2009; 

OR, may trade usage at their NCV home resort for usage 

at any other of the 36 Marriott Vacation Resorts in the 

U.S.  And, for a nominal additional fee, owners may join 

Interval International which is a portal to worldwide ex-

change privileges - both in and outside of the Marriott 

resort system! 

 

This project was made possible by a generous donation of 

the resort property to SCSAA by a 1963 SCS alumnus 

(Continued on page 11) 

It all began in 1988 when the Class of 1937 recre-

ated their 50th Reunion celebration and invited 

everyone who had ever graduated from SHS to 

join them. The All Class Reunion Luncheon be-

came a summer institution—taking place on the 

third Sunday each July in Sidney.  

 

In 1998, Bob Chantler, Tom Rettberg and Terry 

and Karen Dermody approached the Luncheon 

Committee with their ideas for expanding the 

Luncheon from the one event to a weekend of 

events for all alumni. There were many evening 

telephone conversations between Tom, Bob, 

Karen and Terry which resulted in the formation 

of the Sidney Central School Alumni Association 

at the end of 1998.  

   

Our first Alumni Reunion Weekend took place in 

July 1999 (the weekend that included the third 

Sunday of July to  be exact) and consisted of two 

events—an Alumni Golf Tournament with 32 

participants  on Friday and the luncheon on Sun-

day. We had only a few classes attend but the 

word had spread that July in Sidney would never 

be the same.  

 

Tom Rettberg remembers ―1999 because it was my class 

of ‘64‘s thirty-fifth reunion and  I was the emcee of the 

All Alumni Luncheon that year. For the first time we 

were able to award two scholarships to deserving seniors 

in the class of 1999.‖ The scholarships were fully funded 

by the proceeds from the golf tournament and remain so 

to this day.  

 

We held the luncheon in the High School Gym and 

hosted nearly 300 people despite a sizzling hot day inside 

and out.  

 

One of the goals of the newly formed SCSAA was to 

make sure that the income garnered by bringing Alumni 

back to Sidney would be shared by various venues in the 

area. With that in mind we have held our Friday and Sat-

urday night Socials at many different places including the 

Roller Skating Rink, the Sidney Golf and Country Club, 

Gavin‘s, the American Legion  and many others. The 

social evenings for Alumni Weekend, 2008 will be held, 

for the first time, at the Sidney VFW. 

 

In the year 2000, we decided to celebrate the Millennium 

by taking a group picture in Sidney during that year‘s 

Reunion Weekend. A few hundred Sidneyites and Sidney 

Alumni gathered by the Library on a very rainy day to 

have their photo taken. That year we also instituted the 

March of the Classes. There were some very hardy 

marchers—led by the Class of ‗59 who were celebrating 

their 41st Reunion.  

 

Bonnie Provenzon Curtis wrote ―Although I had attended 

Sidney High School Reunions in years past, the first 

SCSAA All Alumni Weekend I 

 

Happy Birthday SCSAA! 

It has been 10 Fantastic Years 

BOARD AUTHORIZES INCENTIVES TO TIMESHARE RAFFLE TICKET PURCHASERS: 

5 YEAR MEMBERSHIP FOR ALUMNI & CASH PAYOUT OPTION FOR WINNER 

Wall of Fame for Distinguished 

Alumni And Educators Announces 

Inductees for 2008 
R. Douglas Sheldon, ‗59, Chairman of the Wall of Fame 

Nominating Committee, announced today that, after 

many months of research and deliberation the committee 

has selected five inductees for the Wall of Fame Class of 

2008.   

 

The Committee‘s recommendations were presented to the 

SCSAA Board of Directors on April 5, 2008 where 

unanimous support was given. 

 

The individuals will be inducted at the Sidney Central 

School Alumni Association All Class Reunion Luncheon, 

July 20, 2008. 

 

Mr. Sheldon praised his committee for their hard work. 

This year‘s members are Terry Dermody,‗65, Mary Ann 

Maynard Cramton, ‗59, Jon DeTemple, ‗61, Marty Reed, 

‗65, Dennis Porter, ‗66, Ron Wischhusen,‗72, Pat Greene, 

‗53, Floyd Fisher,‘59, Karen Cycon Dermody, ‗63, and 

Robert Rowlands.  

 

The Inductees for the Wall of Fame Class of 2008 are:  

Riley Henry Heath, Class of 1907  
Riley Heath ―was as firm in his friendships as he was in 

his judicial opinions during his long service on the Su-

preme Court bench.‖ The Binghamton Sun of September 

26, 1951 went on to describe his career in this way. ―On 

the bench he won the respect of litigants and attorneys 

alike through his fairness and clear-cut decisions… and 

his decisions stood up. Outspoken and frank, he im-

pressed associates on and off the bench as a man who did 

his own thinking.‖ 

 

Riley Heath was born in 1889 in Sanitaria Springs, New 

York and in 1892 his family moved to 25 Bridge Street in  

Sidney. He was successful in High School, excelling in 

his studies and playing football. He graduated from Sid-

ney High School in 1907 and worked his way through 

(Continued on page 14) 
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In honor of the 10th Anniversary of the SCSAA—this logo was cre-

ated by  SHS art student, Chris Bartolillo  (for more information 

see page 15). 



Sharing in the Celebration 

SCSAA Marks its 10th Anniversary 
This is the 10th Anniversary of the SCSAA and I want to 

personally encourage everyone to join in the Celebra-

tion. The SCSAA has journeyed a long way since its 

establishment in 1998. It has become something extraor-

dinary; something that has made a positive impact on 

those it touched. I believe this is worth commemorating.  

I hope you all will agree and are inspired to share in the 

Celebration. You will not have to look very far for op-

portunities to celebrate this special milestone.  However, 

let me make a few suggestions.  

 

For those who love a parade, we have the perfect answer 

for you. Start the celebration by attending this year‘s 

Hometown Days Parade  in Sidney on Saturday June 

14th and cheer for  our 10th Anniversary Float in a show 

of support for your Association.  Better yet, volunteer 

your services and help on our ―Float Committee‖. 

 

For those who like a party atmosphere, Come on back 

to Alumni Weekend 2008 on July 18th -20th and join 

your fellow alumni in celebration. What better way to 

celebrate and advance our purposes of Alumni and 

Community and have a good time in the process.   This 

year‘s theme is…. you guessed it…   our first ten years 

as an Association.  Banners will be flying all over town 

touting our 10th Anniversary; pictorial displays  will line  

Main Street and will also be featured  at all the  weekend 

venues, providing a retrospective of our first ten years. 

No matter where you end up during the Weekend fes-

tivities, the 10th Anniversary theme will preside. Fun 

and excitement will be around every corner.  

 

To give you a preview of what is going on a full listing 

of the events that have been planned for this special oc-

casion can be found in this issue of Reflections. You 

won‘t find a lack of things to do, whether it is playing in 

the golf tournament, parading in the March of Classes 

and sharing memories with fellow alumni at our social 

events, honoring our newest Wall of Fame inductees or 

attending any of the other scheduled activities.  What-

ever you choose to do you, I guarantee that you will 

have a sense that you are a part of something special and 

memorable; something to Celebrate.  I look forward to 

seeing you all in July.  

 

If you can‘t make it back this summer for Alumni week-

end, then you will have another chance in the fall. The 

Celebration will continue during Homecoming Week-

end on October 3rd & 4th. The SCSAA will host a series 

of social events during this Weekend. This will give you 

another opportunity  to honor our 10th Anniversary by 

rooting  the  Sidney Warriors on to victory as they meet 

rival  Walton, last years‘ Class C State Champions;  to 

catch-up with your fellow Alumni at a post game social 

and  to attend the SCSAA Sports Hall of Fame Induction 

Ceremonies and banquet.  Make your plans now so you 

don‘t miss out on this fantastic celebration of Alumni & 

School.  If I don‘t see you in July, I expect to see you in 

October, right?    

 

For those who are unable to attend our social functions 

this year, you will be greatly missed,  but there are 

other meaningful  ways to for you to participate in Cele-

brating our 10th Anniversary in a show of  support of our 

founding purposes of Alumni School & Community.  

My suggestions continue along these lines: 

 

 Buy a ―Time Sharing Raffle Ticket‖ for 

ownership of Marriott Newport Coast Villa 

and Celebrate the Association by assuring that 

our most ambitious fundraising campaign to 

date achieves its objective.  Better yet, help us 

out with the sale of the Raffle Tickets by 

spreading the word among your family, friends 

and colleagues.  If everybody pitches in, we can 

make our goal of 500 tickets sold by July 20th. 

Act now because time is running out. This cam-

paign is for a very worthy cause and it deserves 

to succeed. The proceeds will be split evenly 

between the Association‘s general operating 

fund and the establishment of an SCSAA Me-

morial Scholarship in memory of Kristina Ger-

mond. I am committed to make this happen and 

will make myself available to help 

you help us in anyway I can.   

 

So just reach out and I will be at your service.      

The full details of this initiative can be found in the 

front page article in this issue of Reflections.  

 

 Become an SCSAA Member: the strength of 

an Organization is best represented by the 

strength of its membership. Over 80% of you 

reading this column are NOT paid members. 

What better way to celebrate our 10th Anniver-

sary and validate our purposes than by sending 

your membership dues today. How about it? 

Where else can you get such value for only 3 

cents a day? A membership application can be 

found in this issue or on our website at 

www.sidneyalumni.org.  

 

 Nominate a candidate for induction to  the 

SCSAA Sports Hall of Fame and/or the 

SCSAA Wall of Fame for Distinguished 

Alumni & Educators  These institutions of the 

SCSAA belong to you and we need your in-

volvement  to be sure that we properly identify 

those alumni across all generations who  are 

deserving of this special honor. Finding the 

right candidates is a monumental task. So 

please lend us a hand and send in your nomina-

tions, so the celebration of recognizing  those 

alumni who have excelled and have distin-

guished themselves in their fields of endeavor 

continues. Nomination forms can be found on 

our website.           

 

 Support our Alumni Veterans Memorial 

Project:  This project is our newest initiative 

and deserving of everyone‘s support. It is a 

very noble undertaking and is being established 

to pay tribute to those SCS Alumni who have 

sacrificed on our behalf with their service to 

our Country.  The details can be found in an 

article in this issue of Reflections We will be in 

touch with you later as the project takes shape 

to elicit your support.  

 

(Continued on page 13) 

 Welcome to the 10th Anniversary Edi-

tion of Reflections! This is actually the 

11th year for the newsletter which was 

published in the fall of 1998 for the first 

time under it‘s new name Reflections. 

Bob Chantler, ‗44, created the very appropriate name 

and edited the first two issues. I was lucky enough to 

work with Bob on the first issues and to ultimately take 

on the task of editor in 1999.  

 

This issue is filled with memories and it was a pleasure 

to work on it. Looking at all the photos of events that 

have taken place in the last 10 years was a lot of fun. I 

poured over previous issues and was transported back in 

time as I read. I also noticed how much I have learned 

by doing this job. It certainly has been ― on the job train-

ing‖. 

 

You‘ll read an overview of the Association‘s history in 

an article on the front page along with memories sent by 

various alumni.  

 

The article by Jim McIntyre relates how the history of 

the Alumni Association is entwined with his family 

memories of the decade past.  

 

Reunion weekend, committee and board meetings, have 

also been an occasion for Terry and I to see our own 

families more often—although our families have been 

warned not to plan weddings, babies or any  other im-

portant events near the weekend of the third Sunday in 

July. So far, they have complied!  

 

There are reunion plans listed here for your information. 

There are several classes having celebrations in July. Be 

sure to check the website for updates as we get closer to 

the weekend.  

 

You‘ll note that we are offering to send an email when 

the entire issue of Reflections is posted online. In 1998 

we didn‘t dream that this would be possible, but you 

may opt to get this email notification rather than receive 

a hardcopy through the mail.  

 

The article about the new incentives offered when you 

purchase a NCV Time Share raffle ticket is also on page 

one. If you can, please purchase a ticket and help to fund 

the scholarship to a deserving senior.  

The newest nominees to both the Wall of 

Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Educa-

tors and the Sports Hall of Fame are pre-

sented here and I think you‘ll agree they are 

impressive.  

 

Our anniversary logo, created by SHS art 

student, Chris Bartolillo, is used throughout 

this issue. You‘ll see it in many places as 

the year goes on.  

 

I have tried to use a representative amount 

of pictures in this issue to provide a retro-

spective of  all that has gone on since 1999 

and our first Alumni Weekend. It was diffi-

cult to choose them from the hundreds we 

have taken, but I think you‘ll enjoy seeing 

these again. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has 

written  for the newsletter in the past. I 

know that you have all enjoyed the articles 

by alumni who sent their ‗reflections‘ on 

growing up in Sidney and attending ―dear 

old Sidney High.‖ They have provided 

much pleasure for us all. 

 

As Bob Chantler wrote in the first article of 

the November 1998 issue ― Remember this 

is your newsletter. It is about you and for 

you. The news source is you. Let us know 

what you like and dislike. Send articles if 

you wish.‖  I reiterate that and ask that you 

continue to sent articles and pictures and 

news. 

 

I can only add my gratitude for such a suc-

cessful 10 years and a hope that we can 

continue to put this together and send/email 

you ‗your newsletter‘ for many years to 

come. Now on to Alumni Reunion Week-

end 2008. See you in July! 

 

Karen Cycon Dermody 

karencycon@yahoo.com 
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Alumni Update 

 

1936. Gottfried ―Fred‖ Riesen. One child: Judith 

(‘63). Two grandchildren: Justin Todd, Wendy. Five 

Great grandchildren: Chris, Mike Patrick, Andrew, 

Mathew. ―I will be 90 on February 22, 2008. We sold 

our home of 47 years in Sidney two years ago and now 

make our home with Judy and her husband, Dick 

Wright. We keep in touch with a few Sidney friends and 

still go to Dr. Mike Ferrill (Podiatrist) at the Gelder 

Clinic so we get to Sidney every 3 or 4 months. We are 

doing OK for our age although there are some health 

issues which we can cope with for now at least. We are 

very fortunate to have a caring family.‖ 

 

1938. Beth Osborne Nachand. Spouse: Charlie 

Nachand. Vocation: Retired teacher (1981). Hobbies: 

volunteering, reading. Four children, five grandchildren 

and one great grandchild. ―The last couple of years have 

been busy. Charlie‘s poor health required our moving 

into assisted lviing in the Aegis Apartments. It has been 

a big help. In February of 2008 we celebrated our 63rd 

wedding anniversary. The four kids are all doing well in 

various parts of the US. I often think of the education 

I received in Sidney High – it compares so wonder-

fully with all future schooling I‘ve had. We seldom 

get to Sidney but there is no place like it. Thank you 

for Reflections and the joy of memories. Great work – 

thank you.‖ 

 

1943. Marjorie Rettberg Blankley. Spouse: Wil-

liam. Vocation: Work in accounting. Two children Tim 

and Tom. Two grandchildren: Cory and Amy. ―My hus-

band and I still work full time. Our one son and his wife 

live a mile down the street. Our other son lives in Phoenix 

with his two children.‖ 

 

1947. Dorothy Hanni Hulbert. Spouse: Richard. Vo-

cation: Retired Teacher. Four children: Jonathan, Ann, 

Laura, Mary. Seven grandchildren: Eliza, Ben, Daniel, 

Clare, Alice, Nina, Emma. ―Thanks for the Reflections. I 

was delighted to see Miss Metz, Erma Turner Halbert, 

Mrs. Heimer, favorite teachers of mine, honored.‖ Doro-

thy lives in Brooklyn, New York. 

 

1951. Connie Isbell Savo. Spouse: Tony (deceased 

1994). Vocation: Registered Nurse (Retired). ―Although I 

have lived in many places over the years, Sidney will 

always be my ‗hometown‘. I returned in 2001 for my 50th 

reunion with Paula and Joan (Nelson) and had a wonder-

ful time reuniting with old friends and classmates. I thank 

the Alumni Association for doing such a tremendous job 

not only for Sidney grads, but also for Sidney.‖ 

 

1952. David ―Dave‖ Sager. Spouse: Louise Harmon 

Sager. Vocation: machinist at Bendix; retired in 1991. 

Hobbies: cooking, traveling. Favorite travel destination: 

everywhere we have been. Two children: Linda and 

Shari; Brian died at age 14 in July 1975. Three grandchil-

dren: David J., Elizabeth and Charlotte. ―We hoe to be 

able to be at the annual reunion this year. Sorry we 

missed it as David had health problems. We really enjoy 

reading the news of everyone. Keep it coming, you do a 

great job! We are enjoying our life in Florida.‖ 

 

1953. Melvin Banks. Spouse: Joan Suttle, ‘61. Re-

tired in 1997. Two children: Steven and Darlene. Seven 

grandchildren: Matt, Nathan, Brenton, Jamison, Gwen, 

Allen, and Scott. One great grandchild: Sabrina. ―Joan 

had cataract surgery in December 2007. Have had prob-

lems. On January 20, 2008, we had an auto accident. To-

taled our car. We were lucky, only a few bruises and very 

sore. Hope the time this is printed we are OK!.‖ 

 
Barbara Henderson Edwards. Spouse: Kent. Vocation: 

R.N. (retired 2003). Three children. Nine grandchildren. 

The oldest is six. ―Reflections is a wonderful publication 

and I appreciate your hard work.‖ 

 

1954. Ted Tacea. Spouse: Mary Moran Tacea, ‘75. 

Taught Health in Sidney Middle School from 1980 – 

1984.  

 

1955. Donna Garrison Ketchum. Vocation: Retired 

School Secretary. Four children: Penny, Kelly, Carla, 

Corey. Seven Grandchildren: Casey, Carrie, Kayley, 

Nikki, Kyle, Denelle, Cameron. Two Great Grandchil-

dren: Ethan, Allison. ―Even though I have lived in West-

ern NY and raised my family here, I always think of Sid-

ney as home. Most of my family still lives in the area so I 

visit quite often.‖ 

Kurt (Sam) Heath USN/DV, Ret has self published a 

book titled, Of The Sea . One of the poems he composed 

was printed and used in a school text book in the Philip-

pines.  ―I think that was quite a compliment attributed to 

one of our favorite English teachers. Who could ever for-

get Miss Metz! The really good part is, they contacted 

me. Apparently through their research on the internet they 

discovered my work and I guess it impressed them so 

they asked permission to use it. Wonders never cease!‖ 

 

Ralph and Neila (Hodges,‗53) Hayes will celebrate their 

50th wedding anniversary on May 24, 2008 at Keith 

Clark Park. 

 

1956. Mary Tyne McKilligan. Here is an update on 

my life: One of my earlier stated goals is to 

travel.  Believe me when I say that I have made great pro-

gress and continue to especially enjoy the people I meet! 

During the past year plus, I have traveled to the Grand 

Canyon for a week with my house family, a week in Paris 

with my daughter-in-law's mother, 10 days in Costa Rica, 

a week in Honduras (where I sponsor 2 children and their 

families --- spending several days with them, 3 weeks in 

Israel and Egypt (a trip of a lifetime without a doubt).  I 

will be traveling to Greece, Turkey and the surrounding 

Isles this July with my oldest daughter (a glass of wine on 

the ship's deck sounds good!).  Starting in January 2009, I 

will be sailing around the world for 4 months with two 

friends with whom I met in CURVES and traveled to 

Costa Rica.  This will include 39 ports of call with all 

kinds of excursions and include the two major Canals --- 

Suez and Panama.  I am very excited 

about all that I will see and all the peo-

ples I will meet! In the meantime, I love 

my new life here in California -- line 

dancing, writing, biking, helping my son 

(with whom I live with his wife and her 

son and mother) renovate and upkeep his 

rental properties.  And of course, 

CURVES, where I have made so many 

new friends with which to laugh and 

share!  I spent 7 weeks during the holi-

days back in the northeast.  I put 3000 

miles on my rental car visiting with 

friends and family in Toronto, NYS and 

Boston.  I had a swell visit with Janice 

Knight! I thank God daily for these op-

portunities and good health!  It was great 

visiting with all my classmates at our 

51st. Reunion in July 2007! Pray for my 

safe travel and I will carry all of you in 

my traveling heart! 

 

1959. James ―Smitty‖ Smith. Spouse: 

Jeanette. Retired from Transportation in 

1997. ―‖my hobbies are hunting fishing and enjoying the 

grandkids – three, soon to be four. ― We just found out 

that our youngest son and wife are expecting their first 

child, who will arrive in August, 2008. Also my cancer is 

under control. My treatments are now every three months 

instead of each month. It is called Multiple Myeloma and 

it is in the bone marrow. We are doing OK. It was good 

news. We had a hot dry summer and no rain, so we had to 

sell a lot of our cows from 17 to 6 or 7 just to be able to 

feed through the winter. Hope I didn‘t bore you with 

rambling about us. March 3rd (2008) will be our 45th 

Anniversary. Don‘t know how she has put up with me 

that long. Hope all is well with y‘all. See you in 2009.‖ 

Smitty lives in Vincent, Alabama. 

 

1960. Jon Fisher. ―My wife, Kathy, and I live three 

miles out of Unadilla in a rural setting. We have three 

great kids, one mine and two ours. I‘m still employed at 

Amphenol as a Staff Engineer. Kathy is an adjunct at 

BCC and Delhi, teaching math. Scott, my oldest is a 

Physical Therapist Assistant. Josh is a Certified Athletic 

Trainer but has recently become a Pennsylvania State 

Trooper. Mariah, the youngest and only daughter, is an 

MD and surgical intern at University Hospital, Syra-

cuse.‖ 

 

1961. Ann Kuebler Hager. Spouse. Paul. Vocation: 

Registered Nurse. Two children: Jonathan and Kim-

berly. Four grandchildren: Grant, Garrett, Madeleine, 

Jacqueline. Ann lives in Mclean, VA.  

 

1962. David Johnson and his wife Cathy were re-

cently honored by the Unadilla Chamber of Commerce 

as the first Agricultural Business of the Year.  

 

1965. Bonnie Hinkley McDowell. Spouse: Michael. 

Two children: David, Donna. Three grandchildren: 

Bradley, Savannah, Joshua. Bonnie lives in Lakeland, 

Florida. 

 

Nancy Rutenber. ―I still work for NYS Education De-

partment. I have completed 35 years there.‖ 

 

Dan Mancini ―My wife Jan and I have two daugh-

ters...Michele, class of 1989 is married to Stephen Benton 

and they reside in Niskayuna, NY with their daughter 

Emilie and their son Nicholas.  Julie, class of 1994 is 

married to Bill Baaki and they reside in Amherst, NY 

with their 2 sons Christian and Andrew and daughter Isa-

bella.  Our daughters along with their husbands are all 

graduates of Colgate University.  Jan and I are really en-

joying our grandchildren and spending time between Sid-

ney, and our second home in Tucson, AZ.‖ 

 

1968. Chris Derrick Marti. ―We‘ve actually been 

living in Europe most of this year.  My husband is a trav-

eling fellow at The University of Cambridge in Eng-

land.  His research is based on International Mergers and 

Acquisitions. Having access to the culture, knowledge 

base and traveling has been one year-long dream. Our 

youngest son, Patrick, is on the final leg of his PhD. in 

Bio-Medical Materials Science there. His ambition 

soars.  Our daughter, Ali, took a year off her PhD. Work 

at the University of Washington, Seattle to spend the year 

studying at Cambridge with us.  She has been making the 

most of her year abroad - Vienna, then Rome for Christ-

mas and Paris for New Years!  She plans on Law School 

2009.  Our son, Kyle lives in State College, PA and is an 

IT consultant.  He‘s still a die-hard Michigan Wolverine 

fan.  And converted Boston Red Sox and New England 

Patriots enthusiast, jumping on the band wagon while 

attending M.I.T. in Boston. (Yeah, Bosox won the World 

Series but our GIANTS won the Super Bowl!  It‘s been a 

good year.)   tsktsktsk Yankees! We‘ve all made so many 

friends from all over the world and learned so much about 

the lives and customs of other ethnologies. It‘s been such 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Don and Mary Lou (Sands ‗56) Gibson working in Yellowstone National 

Park in the summer of 2006 at Canyon General Store. Don was working 

as a janitor and Mary Lou worked as a cashier for the restaurant snack 

bar.   

Ben '51 and Kay (Greene '56 ) DeMott celebrated 50 years of 

marriage on January 10, 2008.  Still living in the Sidney area, 

they have three children and their families living nearby: Phil 

DeMott '76, Lorna DeMott Wilhelm '77 and Rob DeMott 

'83.  They have six grandchildren and one great grandchild (and 

two more great grandchildren arriving soon will be added to 

this family).  These are the times to enjoy ! 
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a valuable opportunity- truly life-changing.  Going to Ire-

land or Scotland is like going to New Jersey or Pennsyl-

vania. It‘s been especially fortuitous spending quality time 

in both the countries of our heritage.  Those Irish/Scottish 

Walkers!!! We spent Christmas in Rome and attended Mid-

night Mass in St. Peter‘s Basilica, the Vatican.  What an 

incomparably holy feeling hearing the Pope say Mass in 

such a historical, architectural triumph.  Michelangelo‘s 

designs and Bernini‘s sculptures- an awesome work of art 

and love.  How can I describe The Sistine Chapel? (And 

Mrs. Twitchell, Pompeii was as amazing as you said it 

would be.) I fell in love with The Amalfi Coast. I am so 

very blessed.‖ 

1969. Denis Egli. Spouse: Sandra (Palmer, ‘76). Voca-

tion: Denis: Engineer. Sandra: Guidance Counselor at Sid-

ney Elementary 1993-97, and at SHS 2004 until present. 

Two children: Emma and Anna. 

 

1970. Steve Coe. Vocation: Electrical Engineer. ―Three 

daughters and one granddaughter. Work for a small consult-

ing company doing high-speed signal integrity analysis.‖ 

 

1971. Linda Gray Keenan. Spouse: John. Vocation: 

Admin Support/ Archive Manager. One child: Jessica. 

―John and I will celebrate our 30th anniversary in July, 

2008. I was a Special. Ed. Teacher and supervisor for 10 

years. After we adopted our daughter, I left teaching. For 

the past 15 years I have worked part time for an engineering 

company. John is in his 31st year as a fourth grade teacher. 

Our daughter, Jess, is a junior at Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, where she is majoring in Bio-engineering. I 

really enjoyed reading Reflections and the Alumni website 

is great! Thanks to everyone whose hard work makes them 

both so good.‖ 

 

Debra Nolan. Deb lives in Syracuse and is an Army MP 

Officer. 

 

1976. Linda Sager Kazalski. ―Michael and I have been 

married since 1979. I am a paralegal in Norfolk, Virgina 

and Michael is the bass player for Coyote Run, a Celtic 

rock/fusion band out of Williamsburg, VA.‖ 

 

1977. Cynthia Black Lucas. Spouse: Stephen. Vocation: 

Data Processing Manager. One child: Jennifer. Hobbies: 

Travel and cooking. Favorite travel destination: Caribbean.  

Cynthia lives in Columbia, SC. 

 

Nancy Soroka Hendrickson. Spouse: Eric. Vocation: Di-

rector of Nursing – Emergency Department at Fox Hospital, 

Oneonta. Three children: Dustin, Erin, Melissa.  Favorite 

Travel Destination: Adirondacks, Ocean City, New Jersey. 

―We love camping and relaxing at the beach.‖ 

 

Pam Pendorf Thomas. Spouse: Randy. Vocation: Attor-

ney. Three children: Benjamin, 19, Jackson, 18, Jacqueline, 

(step-daughter, 18). ―I‘ve lived in Kentucky now longer 

than I lived in New York! The town I live in is called Mid-

way and it is small like Sidney – I really like it. I work for 

the Kentucky General Assembly, where I am lead staff per-

son for the Appropriations and Revenue Committee. My 

husband, Randy works for a company that does therapeutic 

foster care. We‘re avid bike riders – my running days are 

now over )-:. My oldest son is a sous chef at a very fancy 

Italian restaurant, and my youngest son is a senior in high 

school. I‘d love to hear from classmates. Pam-

joyky@yahoo.com  

 

1978. Deb Lent Rotundo. Spouse: Mike Rotundo 

(deceased), ‘76. Vocation: Registered Nurse. Hobbies: love 

to spend time with family and friends; reading and wine 

tasting. Favorite travel destination: love the beach – usually 

Ocean Isle, NC, although any beach will do. Three children: 

Holly, Kendra and Justin. ―I married Mike Rotundo, class 

of 1976, in August 1980. I moved to Winchester, VA, 

where Mike was already living and I have been in this area 

ever since. Mike and I spent our years working and raising 

three kids, and all their friends, who hung out at our house, 

and we loved it. Mike and I were married for 25 ½ years 

when he died very unexpectedly on April 19, 2006. I still 

live in this area and work as an RN in Surgical Services. I 

have been keeping ―busy‖ trying to get some sense of nor-

malcy in my life after losing its most important part. Our 

children are grown now and they keep tabs on me. I would 

like to do some traveling in the future and I hope to get 

back to Sidney for an Alumni Weekend. I love receiving the 

newsletter. I enjoy seeing the pictures and reading about 

everyone. It helps keep me in touch with Sidney and my 

high school years.‖ 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 1984. Katie Abbot Struzik. Spouse: Michael. Voca-

tion: Substitute music teacher. Hobby: Cross Stitch and 

Crochet. Two children: Christopher and Matthew. ―We 

have lived in Webster, NY since 1995. I continue to be 

the NYSSMA Manual Chairperson in addition to being 

a substitute music teacher. My parents still live in Sid-

ney so we visit several times a year.‖ 

 

Bryan Packer retired from the US Army in November 

2007. He joined the Army in September, 1984, follow-

ing graduation from SHS. Bryan served as First Ser-

geant during combat, a tour in Hawaii, two tours to 

Germany, two years as a Drill Sergeant and serving 

with the Army‘s elite forces in the 160th Special Op-

erations Aviation Regiment.  Bryan has served two 

combat tours in Iraq and four combat tours in Afghani-

stan where he was awarded the Bronze Star on two 

separate occasions. Bryan has retired with his wife, 

Robyn, and son, Braden, in Pleasant View, TN.  

 

1988. Michelle Knapp Tirado. Spouse: Fred Ti-

rado. Vocation: own my own business. Hobbies: 

spending time with family, scrapbooking, and stamping 

club. Favorite vacation activity: traveling to New York 

State. Two children: Mercedes Grace, 4, and Freddie, 

Jr., 16. ―Rochelle and I are looking for you! This is our 

20th year. Everyone in our class, 1988 – we want a 

large response and large class reunion. Please contact 

us with your contact information so we can let your 

know where we are meeting for our 20 year reunion. 

Class Reps: Michelle  Knapp –  email 

michellemva@verizon.net – 757-814-1084. Rochelle 

Knapp – email kx500ryder@yahoo.com – 607-369-

3309.‖ 

 

1990. Paul Longwell. ―I have two Associates of 

Applied Science degrees from the Community College 

of The Air Force; one in Aviation Maintenance Tech-

nology, and one in Human Resource Management. I 

am currently working on the prerequisites for BS in 

Marketing at Tulsa Community College, and plan to 

transfer to OK State University. I am the Regional Su-

pervisor for Air Force Recruiting in Eastern Oklahoma. 

I supervise seven Air Force Recruiters located through-

out Eastern OK. I volunteered for recruiting duty in 

March 2000; you get to list preferences pertaining 

to where you would like to be stationed. I got my 1st 

choice – Tulsa, OK.  Before that I was stationed at Do-

ver AFB in Delaware working on the C5 Galaxy, the 

largest plane in the AF inventory. I was an aircraft 

maintenance technician, also known as a Crew Chief. I 

flew around the world with the airplane to make sure 

the mission would succeed without any maintenance 

issues. I joined the AF delayed entry program (DEP) 

in Aug of my senior year guaranteeing that I would be 

an Aircraft Mechanic on Heavy Aircraft.  I followed 

the footsteps of my Dad, Ron Longwell, who served in 

the AF during Viet Nam. My uncles Bruce and Dennis 

also served in the Air Force. My uncle Tom served in 

the Marines, my grandfather Bob Stanton served in the 

Army during WWII, his son Robby served in the Army 

Reserves and my baby brother Josh Longwell, class of 

95, followed me and joined the Air Force to work on 

planes, too. I left for basic training July 2, 1990, and I 

have not looked back.  I currently live in Owasso OK 

where my Uncle, Bruce Longwell (1962) and his wife 

Betty also live.  

 

2001 Lisa Mirabito and Justin Fisher (‗02) were 

married July 28, 2007 in Sidney.  

 

2007 Jordan Clapperton  (Air Force Airman 1st 

Class) arrived for duty at Malmstrom Air Force Base, 

Great Falls, Montana. Jordan, a security forces mem-

ber, is regularly assigned to the 341st Civil Engineer 

Squadron.  

  

Faculty 
Edward Abbot ―We are still living at same address I 

did when we first came to Sidney in 1966 with our 6 

month old daughter and dog – just getting out of a tour 

with the U.S. Navy. We discovered Sidney with a col-

lege placement bulletin and a roadmap while finishing 

up with the Navy in Kingsville, Texas. Thanks to Dr. 

Lynch we chose to settle in Sidney. Now am finishing 

up third and probably last two year term on the Board 

of Education for Sidney. I will ‗retire‘ again this June.‖ 

 

Allen Duke ―Sabina and I are well and enjoying our 

Southwestern lives. We‘ll be spending Christmas with 

Laura and Tom in Lake Havasu City, AZ. Thank you 

for your hard work on the alumni newspaper. It‘s great 

to read the stories and see the pictures.‖ 

We Remember… 

 
Elaine Hayes VanGorder 

1952 

 

Martin Bush 

1946 

 

Mary Panaro Norton 

1942 

 

Flora Knowlton Scott 

1956 

 

Claude Church 

1963 

 

Shirley DeForest 

1963 

 

Jim Gray 

1971 

 

Violet Olds Bishop 

1960 

 

Charles Albert 

1941 

 

Boice Hodges 

1940 

 

Julia Pierson 

Faculty 

 

Hester DuMond Olds 

1941 

 

Elizabeth  Watson O‘Brian 

1962 

 
Ruth Capaccio 

Faculty 

 

Helen Laraway Hroncich 

1945 

 

Paul Weaver 

1967 

 

Randy Hughes 

1974 

 

Donald Gascon 

1956 

 

Dorothy Simons Medsger 

1935 

 

Cliff Waldron 

1940 

 

Duane Gifford 

1988 

Paul Longwell 
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attended was in 2000.Our Class of ‘59 had missed having 

our 40th reunion in 1999 so we opted to celebrate our 

―40th plus 1‖ in 2000.We were short of time in planning 

this event so decided to throw our hats in with the All 

Alumni weekend to provide some of the entertainment 

and a place to meet for the first time in 41 years. On Fri-

day night, the icebreaker was held at the Golf Club. We 

were so excited to see one another that it was hard to 

move from the parking lot into the Club house! It was a 

wonderful night and gave us an opportunity to catch up 

on each other‘s lives. The whole weekend was spent 

greeting old classmates, neighbors, teachers and friends. 

At each SCSAA event we attended, we eagerly searched 

for familiar faces. 

 

The March of the Classes was fun and we marched wear-

ing fake noses and mustaches as we didn‘t want anyone 

to know how old we were! Our dinner and auction Satur-

day night were a success and we didn‘t want the remi-

niscing to end. There was a mad scramble to obtain Sun-

day Luncheon tickets for many of my classmates as they 

wanted this wonderful time to go on and on. From this 

Reunion sprang a monthly email to my classmates with 

the birthday celebrators for that month and any bits of 

news we like to share. We also try to gather for coffee 

whenever any out of town classmate requests it.‖ 

 

During the summer of 1999 we were lucky enough to 

have the advice and support of Dave Esto ‗66 regarding 

the creation of our own website and in the year 2000 we 

found Ray Taylor ‘55 who took on the task of Webmas-

ter. 

 

 ―In the fall of 2000 I met Terry and Karen Dermody to 

volunteer to be the webmaster for the SCSAA. Since 

then it has been my pleasure to see the growth and 

change of the association. I joined the board of directors 

at that time too. Being a self taught webmaster, the asso-

ciation web site has helped me hone my skills in web 

design. We have added the ability to pay for membership 

and raffle tickets on-line with PayPal. I can see this ex-

panding to include other things.‖ 

 

An adjunct to the Website is the Association‘s other 

communication tool, Reflections newsletter. Created and 

named by Bob Chantler, ‘44, Reflections is mailed to a 

roster of over 4500. Edited now by Karen Cycon Der-

mody.63 and Assistant Editor, Roberta Meehan, ‘62, the 

newsletter continues to keep alumni informed of the ac-

tivities of old friends and classmates. It is published 

twice a year.  

 

A walk along what is now the Ed Roelle Nature Trail 

was introduced early on, followed by a pancake breakfast 

prior to the March of the Classes and  

makes for a full Saturday morning each 

Weekend. As Bette Smith Rowe ‘37 com-

mented in this newsletter last year ―We 

never dreamed that what we started would 

turn into something this wonderful.‖ 

 

In 2003, we added a Memorial Service on 

Sunday morning. This was in response to 

a suggestion by an alumnus after the very 

moving ceremony the year before to re-

member Regina ―Reggie‖ Reynolds. It 

seemed particularly appropriate to stop for 

a moment in our celebrations and honor 

those classmates who are no longer with 

us.  

 

The Association has grown as well. In the 

past ten years we have created two ways 

to honor alumni with SCSAA‘s Sports 

Hall of Fame and the Wall of Fame for 

Distinguished Alumni and Educators. The 

Wall of Fame induction ceremony is held 

during the All Class Reunion Luncheon each year and 

the Sports Hall of Fame festivities are now held during 

Homecoming Weekend which is another full weekend of 

events to bring Alumni ‗home‘.   

 

Board Member. Wayne King remembers ―We have come 

a long way in just 10 short years. We are the envy of 

other schools around and I am often asked how we do it. 

My first answer is because we have leaders who are pas-

sionate and dedicated to making our Association the best 

and a board that is willing to travel many miles in all 

kinds of weather, to see that we remain the best. 

 

Of course my most vivid memory is one that took place 

just last fall when the Hall of Fame committee selected 

my 1950 football team to receive the Legacy Award. The 

weekend was perfect and I was able to re-connect with 

teammates I haven't seen or communicated with in over 

55 years. This would never 

have happened without the 

SCSAA and classmates will-

ing to spend time and energy 

to "pull it off". I am still get-

ting calls and letters from 

those that attended telling me 

how much they appreciated 

the SCSAA for honoring 

them‖ 

 

We continue to fund scholar-

ships for 5 deserving seniors; 

and we sponsor a Service Day 

for current seniors at SHS 

whereby they spend a day 

doing service in the commu-

nity. Through the Association 

some 700 books have been 

donated to the high school 

library. The 1000 book chal-

lenge will be expanded to 

include other age levels when 

the goal is met.   

 

The Association helped Alumni 

to donate over $20,000 to the 

Sidney United Way after the 

2006 flood. We are currently 

working with the Cemetery As-

sociation to create an Alumni 

Veteran‘s Memorial in the fu-

ture.  We continue to look for 

ways to ‗give back‖ to the Com-

munity and school that gave so 

much to us. 

 

The Association maintains a 

room in the Civic Center in Sid-

ney,  where meetings are held 

and which is also the repository 

for class information, memora-

bilia, yearbooks etc. Maintained 

by board member, Bonnie Curtis 

this room is ‗home‘ to the 

Alumni Association. 

 

The current list of Board Members is found on page two 

of this issue, but over the last 10 years we have had the 

pleasure of  having the following people choose to serve 

for a time on our Board of Directors : Tom Rettberg,‗64, 

Bob Chantler, 44, Chris Bickos,‘43, Gerry Halbert,‘43,  

Dominic Nusiforo, Steve Shaeffer,‗69, Betty Gilbert,‗50, 

Kevin Theobald, ‗86, Dolores Hayes Breunig, ‗62, Mary 

Ann Maynard Cramton,‗59, Shirley Whallon Finch,‘79 , 

Pat Greene, ‗53, Diane Graney Holbert, ‗67, Gary Scavo, 

Egon Wischhusen,‗45, Lea Kenyon Gregory, ‗45, Vickie 

Romano Hills, ‗73, Vic Miller, ‗46 and Dick Daugherty, 

‗61.  

 

To all of you, our thanks for your part in making the As-

sociation a success. To the original Alumni Luncheon 

Committee and the Class of ‗37, especially Sally Proven-

zon and  the late Joyce ―Peachie‖ Reynolds, we are ex-

tremely grateful for your help.   

 

Here‘s to the NEXT 10 YEARS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Members of an early incarnation of the Financial Committee discuss 

plans for the Association. (l-r) Terry Dermody, Wayne King, Tony 

Zieno, Howard Lynch, Egon Wischhusen, and Doug Sheldon. 

The All Class Reunion Luncheon Committee planning the 1998 Luncheon consisted 

of Peachie Reynolds, Alice Provenzon, Helen Plankenhorn, Bibsey Pierce, Betty 

Gilbert, Margaret Cycon and Henrietta Booth. 

Terry Dermody ‘65,  and Bob Chantler,‗44 in 1999  

Three of the ladies who created the first All Class Reunion Luncheon in 

1988 were honored in 2005. Sally Provenzon, Betty Smith Rowe, and 

Bernadine Henry Boardman. 

Bob Chantler was honored at the Wall of Fame 

Ceremonies in 2005. 
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The very first March of the Classes  in 2000 

Old friends catch up with one another at the Alumni Social! 

Some members of the Reunion Committee relax and enjoy the weekend in 

2001. Ginny Miner‘53, April Rosa McWeeny,‗85, Bonnie Curtis, ‗59, 

Vickie Romano Hills, ‗73, Ray Taylor, ‗55 

Mrs. Dortha Satchell Butler  Class of ‗24 represented the 

earliest class at the Luncheon in 2004. 

Class of ‗40 and ‗41 were represented at the first March of the Classes 

The Class of 1992 celebrated in 2002 

Reunion Weekend 2000 

Betty Waldron Dixon, ‗44, Bobbie Dalrymple August, ‗43, Dominic August, 

Dick Dixon, ‗48 
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Forgotten to pay your dues? Please take the time to 

send your membership application and dues to the  

SCSAA. We need your support! 

 

Dr. Ted Elliot ‗31 and Mrs. Pauline Dimicco 

McIntyre, ‘32,  lead the March of the Classes . 

The Golfers often get ‗creative‘ when their pictures are being taken! 

Egon Wischhusen was truly a grand representative of the Class of 

1945. 

Fred Videtto ‗28, led the March in 2004. 

Class of 1983 in 2003 

Watch for them in 2008—Celebrating 25 years! 

John Mirabito introduced the classes at the March of Classes in 

2002. Greg Davie has taken on the MC duties since then. 

Mary Anne Maynard Cramton, ‗59 (pictured here with Paul McIn-

tyre, 58) has been the heart and soul of the Annual Nature Trail 

Walk since it began. 
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Class of 1947 
The class of ;47 will meet at the Alumni Reunion 

Luncheon, July 20, 2008. Please contact Erna 

Wuthrich Babcock, 607-563-2052 or Flossie Fisk 

Miller, 563-2607 

 

Class of 1948 Will  Celebrate 60th 
The class of ‗48 will gather on Friday evening July 

18th at the Sidney Golf and Country Club for a Happy 

Hour followed by dinner. Details will be sent to class-

mates. Individual dinners will be paid for the night of 

the dinner.  Please contact Norma Hyatt Palmer at 

ipalmer@stny.rr.com or 607-563-3430 or Shirley  

Hard Davidson at 607-563-3477. Classmates are en-

couraged to participate in the events of Alumni Week-

end. 

 

Class of ‗53 Plans Party for 55th!
When: Saturday, July 19, 2008; 5:30 PM  

What: Cocktails at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM. 

Where: The Old Mill, Route 8, Mt. Upton, NY 

Cost: $23 per person plus a cash bar. 

Make check payable to: Virginia Miner 

Send check to: Virginia Miner, 15 Emmons Farms 

Road, Apt. 1B, Oneonta, NY, 13820 

Key contact for the reunion: Virginia ―Ginny‖ Miner  

Ginny‘s phone number and email: 607-433-1717; 

vminer@stny.rr.com 

Deadline for responding: Classmates will receive a 

letter with all information including the deadline for a 

response. 

Class of 1958—50  Years!!!! 
Our 50th reunion dinner will be Saturday, July 19th at 

the Sidney Golf and Country club. Cocktails and ap-

petizers will be at 6PM and dinner will be served at 

7PM. Entrees will be Prime Rib, Glazed Ham and 

Seafood Alfredo. For reservations and information 

contaft Mary Jane Gelder – mjgelder@stny.rr.com 

Phone: 607-563-1978 

Class of 1963 to hold 45th Reunion 
The class of ‗63  will celebrate their reunion with a 

dinner at the Oneonta Country Club on Saturday, July 

19th. Letters have been sent to classmates with all the 

details. If you didn‘t receive one please contact Becky 

Smith Holley at fhholley@frontiernet.net or 607-369-

5348. 

 

Class of 1966 Turns 60 in July 
The Class of ‗66 will celebrate their birthday on Sat-

urday July 19th beginning at 5PM at the Old Mill.  

Details will be posted on the website. For more infor-

mation contact Dennis Porter at dporter@mkl.com, 

607-563-2725  or Patti Jo Doi at  pjdoi@hotmail.com, 

607-563-3726. 

 

Class of ‗68 Will Hold 40th Reunion 
The class of 1968 will celebrate there 40th reunion at 

the Sidney Elks Lodge on Saturday, July 19 from 5 

until Midnight. The cost will be $20/person. Contact  

Deb Puffer dwpuffer@frontiernet.net, 609-967-8480 

for further details. Classmates will take part in other 

events of Alumni Weekend. 

 

Class of ‗73 Plans for  35th Reunion 
 The SCS Class of 1973 will be having a "formal" 

event, in addition to the 2008 All-Alumni events, on 

Saturday July 19, 2008. 
  

There will be a PICNIC during the afternoon - esti-

mated time is 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  Estimated cost per 

person is $10.00.   Location and 

additional details to be advised in 

a letter to each classmate. 
  

Check or money orders should be 

made out to Vickie Hills and 

mailed to 13 Pearl St. W., Sid-

ney, NY 13838. Any questions can 

be directed to Vickie Romano Hills 

at vhills@stny.rr.com. 
 

 

Class of 1982 

26th Reunion  
The SCS Alumni Association has 
a great weekend planned for July 
18-20, 2008. Let's join the fun! 
Please come to the March of 
Classes on Saturday morning. If 
there is interest in getting to-
gether as a class please let me 
know - Aimee 'Roberts' Ander-
sen, abr6@cornell.edu or call 
607-842-6315. 

 

 

Class of 1983 
Lisa Burns is unable to set up our class reunion this 

coming year so a group of us have decided to take 

over the task. Please contact:  

Anne M. Mott - 607-316-2716 

183 Dingman Hill Road 

Bainbridge, NY 13838 

Check the Alumni Website www.sidneyalumni.org 

for the latest details. 

Class of 1988 
We're  planning a picnic at the East Sidney Dam with 

Brooks BBQ chicken and a dinner that night at The 

American Legion on August 16th.   

Please join in the activities of Alumni Reunion Week-

end July 18-20th. If you can be in town—please meet 

classmates at the March of Classes on Saturday the 

19th. We will try to participate in other events of that 

weekend. 

 
Class of 1998  10th Reunion 

The Class of 1998 is having their 10 year reunion on 
July 19th at the Sidney Golf and Country Club. Please 
send your contact information to Mary (Richards) 
Santana at msantana@stny.rr.com or look on 
MySpace or Facebook to join the class group for up-
dates. An "evite" will also be coming out soon to re-
mind you to RSVP, so an email address is appreci-
ated. 

 

Sunday July 20 
 

Annual Alumni Memorial Service 

Ed Roelle Nature Trail 

10:30 AM 

 

Annual All Class Reunion Luncheon  

Wall of Fame for Distinguished  

Alumni and Faculty 

 Induction Ceremony 

 

Sidney Firemen‘s Facility 

River Street 

Social Hour 11AM 

Buffet Luncheon 12:30PM 

Tickets $13.00/person 

Reservations Required 
(registration on page 17) 

Saturday July 19 
 

Nature Walk-Ed Roelle Nature Trail 

8-10 AM 

Annual Pancake Breakfast 

Sidney Elks Lodge—River Street 

8-11AM  $6.00/person (at the door) 

 

Annual March of the Classes 

Firemen‘s Field 

Line up 11:00AM, March 11:30AM 

Open Houses 

Alumni Center and  

Sidney Historical Association 

Sidney Senior High School  2:00—4:00 pm 

 

Saturday Evening Social 

Sidney VFW   8pm  

Band 9-1AM 

Friday July 18   
 

Open House Alumni Center 

10:00—2 PM 

 

Annual Alumni Golf Tournament 

7:30 AM and 12:30 PM Flights 

Sidney Golf and Country Club 

Barbecue and Awards Ceremony 

5:30PM 

 

Social/Icebreaker   

Sidney VFW  8pm—1:00am 

 

 

Class of ‗57 dinner July 2007 50th Reunion of Old Friends 

(l-r) Joan Tiska Reilly, Martha Salisbury Schuck, Judy ONeil Scott, Barbara 

Hager Wagner. 

Alumni Weekend  

 Schedule of Events 

This group– now called ‗The Senior Foursome‖ took an 

entire week in April to practice for the Alumni Golf 

Tournament. They will also be attending their 45th reun-

ion. Seniors? Never! (front) Dick Germond (back) Ton-

see Smith, Al Murray, Bill McIntyre.  

mailto:mjgelder@stny.rr.com
mailto:dwpuffer@frontiernet.net
mailto:vhills@stny.rr.com
mailto:abr6@cornell.edu
mailto:msantana@stny.rr.com
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1999 

Old Warrior 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 
2004 

2005 
2007 

The Champions are pictured 

here. In 1999, thirty-two play-

ers took part and with the ex-

ception of 2006, when the area 

was devastated by area flood-

ing, the tournament has grown 

each year. Last year 120 players 

teed off.  

 

The Alumni Association pro-

vides five scholarships to de-

serving seniors at SHS and 

these are funded entirely by the 

proceeds from the Golf Tourna-

ment.  

This Trophy was created by Mary Jane 

Gelder, co-chairman of the committee,, 

along with Dennis Porter, in time for the 

first tournament in 1999. 
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This window has been decorated for Alumni Weekend nearly every 

year with the exception of one year when Kent‘s window was used.  

Created by Diane Graney Holbert, ‗67,  we now have have the added 

talent of Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler, ‗91 and her sister Josie Woody-

shek Wood, ‗93.  

Early Reunion Committee meetings were lots of fun as we ‗brainstormed‘ ideas 

for ways to make the weekend even more entertaining. (l-r) Dolores Hayes Bre-

unig, Marty Reed, Egon Wischhusen (partially hidden), Terry Dermody, Dennis 

Porter, Diane Graney Holbert, Ron Wischhusen, Mary Ann Maynard Cramton, 

Vicki Romano Hills, Ginny Miner 

Whether you have one person or 50—you can still join the parade. Come 

to the March of the Classes! (Chris Schaeffer Ossant, Dennis Porter, Jean 

McIntyre Siwicki.) 

Class of ‗61 at the March of Classes in 2001. They spontaneously crafted a 

sign made of paper towels! 

Ginny Miner has been on the Reunion Committee since we 

began and also keeps track of deceased alumni—sending 

cards from the Association to their families. 

2007 Memorial Service Sunday of Reunion Weekend. 

Dave Butler reads the names of the deceased members of his class 

Pat Greene and Jon DeTemple shared the MC duties. Pat has been the 

driving force on this committee. The Doyle Brothers have participated 

with inspirational music each year. This year we‘ll meet at the Nature 

Trail for the service.  

(left) Alumni Reunions bring families together! 

Sisters, Carolyn Yenson, Doi, ‗62. Evelyn Yenson Day, ‗67, Joanne 

Yenson Schmidt, ‗59 
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Chuck D'Imperio, a Sidney native and longtime Oneonta 

resident, announced today the re-release of his two books 

of memories of growing up in small-town Amer-

ica.  "These two books have been out of print for more 

than a decade, and I have had so many people ask me 

when they were going to be available again, well, I just 

thought it was time," D'Imperio said. 

 

Sidney....As I Remember It  (1997) and Lucky In Time; 

Lucky In Place (1998) were both completely sold out in 

their initial editions.  "I think the total ended up being 

about 5,000 books sold," D'Imperio says.  "But since 

1997, I guess the word just got around about them and I 

really felt the need to re-issue them.  Folks everywhere 

seemed to really enjoy my memories." 

 

The two-volume set (which has been combined into a 

single book of both volumes, titled My Town Is A Cathe-

dral) includes D'Imperio's memories of "his glory years" 

of growing up in Sidney in the 1950s and 1960s.  Among 

the featured entries are the many Sidney parades of the 

era, the many colorful old-timers who peopled our town, 

the Bainbridge Train Wreck, the old Sidney businesses 

of the 1960s, many of the teachers at Sidney High School 

while D'Imperio came up through the ranks, tragedies 

and glories of the time period, memories of his times 

spent with friends in Masonville and Sidney Center, "the 

hamburger on homemade" at the Welcome Inn, swim-

ming holes of his youth, his stint as an altar boy at the 

old Catholic Church, time spent working at his parents' 

store Don's Super Market, and many 

others. 

 

"My books dealt with the way I re-

member growing up in Sidney.  I was 

born at The Hospital in 1949, and 

graduated from Sidney High School in 1967.  I finally 

left Sidney in 1974, and I think my recollections will be 

shared by a large number of baby boomers who came up 

through this era with me.  My Town Is A Cathedral is an 

exact reprinting of the original two books.  Knowing that 

many people already purchased these books ten years 

ago, I have also included a brand new chapter titled "I 

Have Never Seen Anything Like It."  This chapter recalls 

the Great Sidney Flood of 2006.  I was on the air, non-

stop at my radio station in Oneonta (WDOS) during that 

period, and was intimate with many of the late breaking 

reports coming throughout our region during that July 

week in 2006.  Readers will find my  reflections of Sid-

ney in the flood's aftermath to be quite dramatic and 

poignant," D'Imperio said. 

 

Chuck D'Imperio is one of the longest tenured morning 

radio hosts in Central New York.  His top-rated "WDOS 

Morning Marathon" has been heard on AM 730 since 

1989.  His WSRK Thursday Night Jukebox Oldies Show 

has been heard on FM 103.9 since 1996.  Chuck has 

written numerous articles for newspapers and magazines 

for over twenty years.  His previous book, Great Graves 

of Upstate New York, has been hailed by New York 

Times best-selling author Patricia Schultz (The 1,000 

Places To See Before You Die) as "a wonderful, engag-

ing, entertaining, and educational book.  "Big Chuck" 

was inducted into the New York State Country Music 

Hall of Fame as "New York's Broadcaster of the Year  in 

2000. 

My Town Is A Cathedral ($24.99) can be ordered by 

emailing the author at UpstateBooks@yahoo.com.  The 

book's website is www.SidneyNewYorkBook.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck D‘Imperio, ‘67, Releases 10th Anniversary 

Edition of His Books of Sidney Memories: My 

Town Is A Cathedral 

Tom Rettberg, Class of 1964, is a grandfather. His daughter, Kristin Leigh 

Sheehan, and son in law Charles "Mac" Sheehan, celebrated the birth of their 

first child, Amelia Mae Sheehan, September 15, 2006. She lives in Roswell, 

GA, a suburb of Atlanta. Amelia Mae was 18 months old March 15, 2008.  

Amelia Mae's Great Uncle is Robert Chantler, Class of 1944, Westborough, 

MA. 

Nancy Cycon Gunn ‗65 recently attended a baseball game in Flor-

ida where her grandson, Michael Gunn, ‗08,  was playing with his 

Saugerties (NY) High School Team. 

 Beautiful Abigail Lynne Boyce  is the granddaughter of Cheryl 

Graney Haynes‘62, and the daughter of Michael Boyce ‗84 

Ted Tacea, ‘54 (left) and Jim ―Chip‖ McElroy, ‘54 and ‘55 stand in front of the new TPC 

Sawgrass Clubhouse in Ponte Vedre, Florida in January, 2008 
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             Alumni Veterans Memorial 
An exciting opportunity is on the horizon for Sidney, and 

our Alumni.  While still in initial concept development, 

the Sidney Cemetery Association is interested in trans-

forming a generous piece of property, located immedi-

ately adjacent to the Prospect cemetery on East Main St., 

Sidney into a Sidney Veterans Memorial Park honoring 

all community veterans -- past and present.  The SCSAA 

Board of Directors is interested in potentially partnering 

with the Cemetery Association in advancing a commu-

nity-wide project to make this veterans park a reality in 

our community.  Also, the Board will be assessing the 

level of alumni interest/support to design, fund, and lo-

cate prominently in this park an Alumni Veterans Monu-

ment.  Terry Dermody has established a special commit-

tee, chaired by Board Director James McIntyre, Brig 

Gen, USAF (R) to head up association efforts, and ex-

plore alternative monument (or  honorarium) designs and 

attendant costs.  

 

Example Veterans Memorial Park, The Villages, FL 

 

Several alumni have already expressed keen interest – 

that honoring our vets is a great idea whose time has 

come. 

 

Those of you who wish to make suggestions or comment 

on this effort would be most welcomed to contact Jim 

directly, or email him at jmcintyre@cfl.rr.com.  If you 

who wish to make individual contributions, Jim asks for 

your patience until specific how-to information is pro-

vided to insure they are accounted for properly. 

 

Be on the look-out for additional information forthcom-

ing on our website and a status report during Reunion 

Weekend. 

Larry Halbert, ‗75 is compiling a list of the names of all 

veterans who attended Sidney High School. This very 

worthwhile project is ongoing and Larry has compiled 

approximately 275 names at this point. There are many 

more to find.  

 

Graduating from Sidney is not a requirement because 

some may have left for the service before graduation or 

moved to graduate in another high school. 

 

Larry is contacting at least one member of each class to 

help with lists of names. Please include the branch of 

service if you know.  If you have information for this 

project please email Larry at lmh1@meadwestvaco.com  

or write to him at 20 Ritton Street, Sidney, NY 13838. 

 

 

Forgotten to pay your dues? Please take the time to 

send your membership application and dues to the  

SCSAA. We need your support! 

Request for Names of Alumni Vets 

and his wife.    Please consider purchasing a raffle ticket 

for this very worthwhile project…you‘ll receive a 5 year 

advance membership in SCSAA…and…maybe you‘ll 

be the lucky winner!   

 

Also, if you would consider selling some tickets for us, 

please contact any SCSAA Board member, as your as-

sistance would be greatly appreciated.  Interested parties 

are invited to view additional information and pictures 

of the timeshare resort by logging on to the internet at 

www.sidneyalumni.org.  Click on ―Enter‖ button to the 

Home page, then click on the resort picture, then the 

―PowerPoint Presentation‖ (takes a couple of minutes to 

load), OR the ―Virtual Tour‖ buttons.    

 

Raffle tickets may be ordered on the website by clicking 

on the ―PayPal‖ button, by completing and mailing the 

order form located in this publication, by contacting any 

SCSAA Board Member; OR, tickets may be purchased 

at Glad Tidings at 74 Main Street in Sidney. You may 

also use the form on page 18 of this issue to order tick-

ets.  THANK YOU.     

 

 

 

 

 

Bring a Book to Your Reunion! 
The 1000 Book Challenge continues! To date 656  

books have been donated since we presented this chal-

lenge to you and we thank everyone who has partici-

pated. We are close to our goal and a great way to help 

us meet that goal is for each of you to bring a book 

(from your own collection or something you have pur-

chased, or a monetary donation) to Sidney during 

Alumni Weekend. The Alumni Room (#319 in the Civic 

Center) will be open during the weekend so that Alumni 

can visit and we will be collecting donations during that 

time.  

 

Of course we would love to have your donations at any 

time you choose, and you can send those to the Associa-

tion address—SCSAA, P.O. Box 2186, Sidney, NY, 

13838. Help us to help our school! 

 

 

 

 

―Proud To Be A Sidney Alumni‖ 

Lawn Signs are Available 
If you haven‘t yet purchased a sign—please do so now! 

They are priced at $10 and are printed in maroon on a 

white background. If you would like to purchase a sign 

and you don‘t live in Sidney, we will put your name on 

it and display  it for you at one of our venues. Contact 

Bonnie Curtis at jnbcurtis@stny.rr.com or 607-563-

1547.   

 

 

 

Time Share  Raffle (Continued from page 1) 

You can still purchase one of these maroon and 

white signs to show your support! 

Results of Election of  SCSAA Board 

of Directors 2008 
Thanks to your votes, the 10 directors running for a new 

three year term were all elected.  They are: Ann M. 

Mott, ‗83, Floyd Fisher, ‗59, Ray Taylor, ‗55, Terry 

Dermody, ‗65, Deb Woytek Puffer, ‗68, Jon DeTemple, 

‗61, Ron Wischhusen, ‗72, Dick Germond, ‗63, Jim 

McIntyre, ‗60, Karen Cycon Dermody, ‗63 and Dennis 

Porter, ‗66. 

 

In January at the Annual Reorganizational  Board Meet-

ing of the Association, the following officers were 

elected to serve for a one year term: President: Terry 

Dermody, Vice President  of Operations: Marty Reed, 

Vice President for Strategic Planning: Doug Sheldon, 

Vice President of Finance: Jon DeTemple, Correspond-

ing Secretary: Deb Puffer, Recording Secretary: Karen 

Dermody, Treasurer: Wayne King, and Assistant Treas-

urer: Ann Mott.  

SCSAA Board of Directors January, 2008 

(l-r) Doug Sheldon, Jessica Wheeler, Wayne King, Ray Tay-

lor, Greg Davie, Ann Mott, Dennis Porter, Dick Germond, 

Bonnie Curtis, Floyd Fisher (hidden), Tony Zieno, Jon De-

Temple, Marty Reed, Deb Puffer, Terry Dermody (hidden). 

Absent from picture Jim McIntyre, Ann Philpott, Terri 

Theobald, Ron Wischhusen, Karen Dermody 

 

Karen Nadig Silvernail sent these pictures and 

wrote  ―Pictured  in these two pictures are 

Donna Drotar St. John presenting Dick 

Daugherty (both of class of 1961) a visor signed 

by left handed pro-golfer Phil Michelson.  

Donna visited us in Florida in October 2004 at a 

time when my husband, Mike, was marshaling at 

a PGA Tour Golf Championship.   

 

On one of the tournament days Donna and I 

positioned ourselves in the long line of signature 

seekers hoping to get Phil‘s autograph.  After 

some maneuvering, Donna got his attention and 

he signed the visor.  In the pictures Donna is 

presenting the hat to Dick, who was another 

great left handed golfer.‖   

 

http://www.sidneyalumni.org
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45th Reunion 

Celebrating our own 

Suzanne E. Wade 

Wall of Fame 2008 

 Organize a Social Event for Alumni in your 

own locale: Don‘t let distance keep you from 

the Celebration. Demonstrate your support 

for the Association‘s 10th Anniversary by 

hosting an event locally and inviting Alumni 

from your particular area. Of course in addi-

tion to having good times do not forget the 

SCSAA. Take this occasion to sign up new 

members, to sell raffle tickets, to hold a fund 

raising activity or just  chat about potential 

qualified candidates who you believe belong 

in the Wall or Hall of Fame. Have fun! 

 

These are just a few of my suggestions as to how you 

can join the 10th Anniversary Celebration. If you have 

your own ideas not mentioned here, by all means, go 

for it. But whatever means you choose, be sure to be 

part of the Celebration; share in the pride of an organi-

zation that emerged from a vision only 10 short years 

ago to become what it is today.    

 

For those who have been reading this column over the 

last ten years, it should not come as a surprise to you to 

hear me say that I am passionate about the SCSAA. I 

celebrate the Association every day.  There have been 

some difficult times and some real challenges to over-

come along the way but overall being involved with 

the Association has been a labor of love for me; some-

thing that I would not have traded for the world. I 

strongly embrace the purposes of the Association and 

the principals which it espouses. I believe something 

extraordinary has been created here, something that all 

of us can be proud of; something really worth Cele-

brating.      

 

It should be also remembered that the reason behind 

this Celebration belongs to all of us, the entire Alumni 

Community. Creating this magnificent Association has 

been truly a collaborative undertaking; a real grass 

roots effort. The Association evolved out of the ideas 

and suggestions submitted by those of you who be-

came intrigued and inspired with the concept. One idea 

led to another that led to another and so on and here we 

are today - pretty amazing!!  It does not have to stop 

here. Your Association has many more decades left in 

it but it is up to us to preserve what has been started for 

future generations. This is why we must sustain the 

Celebration.  

 

Looking back over the last ten years of the Association 

evokes some very fond memories for me and I hope 

for you as well. As I close this column I would like to 

journey down memory lane for a moment to share 

some of my thoughts and memories of the SCSAA. I 

think these memories and recollections of the last 10 

years sum it up, at least in my mind, of what this Cele-

bration is all about:  

 

I can vividly remember as if it was yesterday:  

:  

o The excitement and awe in meeting and so-

cializing with fellow Alumni from previous 

generations and sharing our common experi-

ences. Many of these were my boyhood he-

roes and upperclassmen who I would have 

never dreamed of approaching when I was in 

school. Who would have ever thought?    

 

o The gathering of Alumni & Community as we 

met in the middle of Main Street on a rainy  

July  morning  to participate in the Millen-

nium Photo during Alumni Weekend 2000. 

 

o The euphoria I experienced over the success 

of Alumni Weekend 2001. This was really a 

special moment. As the weekend began, we 

didn‘t know what to expect; the anxiety was 

building. When it was over, it had exceeded 

all our expectations. We were thrilled and 

breathed a sigh of relief.  I can remember how 

the town was just over flowing with returning 

Alumni and the atmosphere was exhilarating.    

This was the Weekend that put the Associa-

tion on the map and set the standard and cre-

ated the traditions that we continue today. I 

can still remember the pride and chills when 

reading the Editorial in the Tri-Town News  

applauded the Association for the positive 

impact we had made on the Community.  I 

remember thinking that we had created some-

thing special. 

 

o The spectacle of the ―March of the Classes‖ 

parading around Firemen‘s Field with each 

class competing for attention. I remember in 

the early years that we had to beg people to 

participate in what was considered by some as 

a silly procession. In first year only 4 or 5 

Classes had representation…it has grown ever 

since to over 50 classes with an age span of 

over 75 years.  Not a bad showing for a pro-

cession. 

 

o Raising over $3,000 for the Association at an 

Alumni auction held during Alumni Weekend 

2001. This was our first attempt at fundrais-

ing.  We had acquired several hand carved 

wooden ducks form Coach Redmond and a 

variety of prints from former art teacher, 

Ward Hermann, among other donated items, 

to be auction off.   The Association was only 

a fledgling organization then with fund bal-

ance of less than $2,000. We needed funds 

just to be able to sustain the organization for 

one more year.   We were hoping to raise 

around $300 for this untried event. When the 

bidding was done and the final proceeds were 

tallied, I was overwhelmed.  I knew then that 

the Association had a future. 

 

o The thrill of receiving the Community Pride 

Award presented by the Sidney United Way 

for the impact the Association had made on 

the Community   This was totally unexpected 

and I was at a loss for words when it was an-

nounced at the Alumni Luncheon. The Asso-

ciation had been validated. That meant a lot to 

me.  

o Being awarded the third annual Community 

Matters Award for the Association‘s role in 

raising over $20,000 for the Flood Relief 

Fund. This represented to me our founding 

purposes in action. The ability of the Associa-

tion to harness the collective resources of the 

Alumni Community and was, in my opinion, 

one of our finest hours and proudest mo-

ments.    

 

o The dedication of Alumni Field. I will never 

forget when the switch was flipped and out of 

the dark ―Sidney Alumni Field‖ illuminated 

the night. The emotions of the moment were 

powerful and the significance of the tribute 

everlasting.  

o I have many more fond memories but unfortu-

nately space is limited. But to sum them up, 

my fondest memories encompassed in watch-

ing the Association being transformed from a 

vision to a reality.  

  

 

 As I come to the end, I am sure that you are asking 

yourselves, ―Does he realize how many times he has 

used the words celebrate or celebration in this col-

umn??‖  Yes I do, ―28‖ Contrary to what some may 

say, this was no accident.  It is not because I could not 

think of another word to use in its place. (even though 

I have been accused at times of a being vocabulary 

challenged.)  The reason I did this is because I was told 

by one of our esteemed teachers at the time that if 

something is repeated   often enough the message will 

sink in. Maybe I overdid it just a bit, but I hope my 

message is loud and clear; there is something special 

here to celebrate, so I ask all of you to who believe in 

what the Association represents to:   

 

Join the Celebration so we do not have to imagine a 

time when there is:  

No Reflections 

 

No www.sidneyalumni .org 

 

No Alumni Weekend 

 

No Wall of Fame 

 

No Sports Hall of Fame 

 

No Alumni Events 

 

No Alumni Scholarships 

 

No Alumni Association 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE...CELEBRATE….CELEBRATE 

CELEBRATE…..GOT IT! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
The Class of ‘48  

Is here to celebrate 
60 Years 

 

AND THEY WISH YOU  

 A WONDERFUL 

WEEKEND! 

The ads printed here  will appear on the Annual Reunion Week-

end placemat used at all venues during the weekend and at vari-

ous class celebrations. There is still time to purchase an ad on the 

placemat. Each ad is $25 and helps with weekend costs. Contact 

Karen Dermody at karencycon@yahoo.com or Deb Puffer at 

dwpuffer@frontiernet.net  
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Cornell and graduated in 1912 with a Law Degree. He 

became associated with a law firm in Ithaca and soon 

became a partner.  

 

In the 1920‘s Mr. Heath pursued a political career and 

also formed his own law firm. In 1928, he returned to 

Sidney where he delivered an address in which he spoke 

―feelingly of his pride in the progress of Sidney‖. 

Throughout his career, he maintained his professional 

and personal connections in the Sidney area.  

 

He was elected a Supreme Court Justice from the Sixth 

Judicial District, taking the bench on January 1, 1931. In 

1936 Judge Heath was mentioned as a possible candidate 

for governor but he refused to permit his name to be en-

tered, saying that he preferred to remain a trial justice.  

 

He retired early from the bench in Tompkins County in 

1943 and practiced trial law for several years in Bing-

hamton. In 1948, his name was put forth once more as 

Supreme Court Justice from Broome County. His term 

began on January 1, 1949. However, because of failing 

health, he was compelled to resign in 1950. He died in 

1951.    

 

A life long friend, Charles C. Flaesch, President Emeri-

tus of the Otsego County Bar Association, remembered 

Riley Heath in this way. ―I became acquainted with Ri-

ley Heath during his high school days at Sidney and was 

much impressed with the young man. On the bench he 

was alert, fair-minded, and listened to many drawn out 

arguments of counsel without any interruption. He be-

came a great favorite with all the trial lawyers in the dis-

trict and I formed affection for him bordering upon that 

of a brother.‖ 

 

Mr. Heath‘s family members have especially noted his 

strong patriotism, his integrity, his enthusiasm for the 

Brooklyn Dodgers, his hearty, commanding, larger–than-

life presence, and his strong emphasis on family pride, 

education and ethical behavior.  

 

Mary Scofield Ruland   Class of 1908 
Mary Ruland was a 1932 graduate of Sidney High 

School. She earned both her bachelor‘s and master‘s 

degrees  from Syracuse University, where she was also 

elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She retired in 1961 after 

teaching Latin for 40 years, all in New York State and 33 

of those years in Sidney Central School.  

 

Already teaching World History, she volunteered to 

teach Latin and literally brought it back to life. Not only 

did her students learn Latin and Roman History but they 

experienced first hand an authentic Roman banquet that 

was the culmination of each year‘s studies. 

 

During her tenure at SHS, she started the Student Coun-

cil and was its advisor for many years counseling many 

would be leaders along the way. Her programs were also 

very active with exchange programs with foreign stu-

dents. Mrs. Ruland also served as the advisor to the Na-

tional Honor Society which was also very active and 

respected.  

 

In 1959, The Reflector, was dedicated to Mrs. Ruland 

and applauded her for ―her great enthusiasm, personal 

interest, undivided attention, and understanding of the 

students. She has encouraged them to obtain high goals 

in school. Through her example they have acquired stan-

dards which they will carry with them throughout their 

future years.‖  

 

During her tenure, she was also recognized by both the 

Sidney Chamber of Commerce and the Sidney Rotary 

Club for excellence in teaching and devotion to Sidney‘s 

students. 

 

Indeed comments from former students abound with 

memories of her use of hands on education and her dedi-

cation to provide each student with the tools to carry 

them through life and the challenge to work just a bit 

harder. She is characterized by all as a teacher one would 

never forget. 

 

As one former student wrote ―Mrs. Ruland was a won-

derful teacher in the classroom, earning the immediate 

respect of her students through her demeanor of sophisti-

cation, quick wit and obvious respect for them. She is at 

the top of the list of teachers I credit to this day for 

teaching important lessons about living life—about re-

spect, honesty, accountability, and the positive return 

one can achieve through hard work.‖ 

 

 

Nancy Sue Haynes Burns, Class of 1956 
Nancy Sue Burns has dedicated her life to service to the 

Sidney community. Nancy was born in Bainbridge, NY, 

but grew up in Sidney graduating in 1956. She went on 

to Keuka College graduating in 1960 with her bachelor‘s 

degree.  

 

Nancy is a true champion at overcoming the obstacles 

that life presents. At age seven, she contracted polio that 

left her with some paralysis. She raised three daughters 

as a single mom for several years. Nancy  focused on a 

career path in journalism at a time when women‘s roles 

were largely restricted. In each instance she has not only 

persevered but excelled. 

 

Nancy‘s mentor was her father and former Sidney 

Chamber of Commerce secretary, Larry Haynes. While 

serving as editor of the Tri-Town-News for over thirty 

years, she also served on the Sidney Chamber of Com-

merce as a six term director, as well as a long term 

Chamber of Commerce membership chairman and Vi-

sion 21 Quality of Life Pride subcommittee chairman. 

Formerly she served on the early Best Committee. She 

has also been active in the Sidney School PTO where she 

served as President as well as being involved in the Sid-

ney Business and Professional Women‘s Club. Nancy 

has been a Sunday school teacher for many years and 

also volunteered for the Girl Scouts as a Brownie Scout 

Leader.  

 

In 2002, Nancy Sue was selected as Citizen of the Year. 

The program from that event describes Nancy as show-

ing ―character, class, compassion, commitment, and con-

tagious sense of excitement about promoting her com-

munity and the talents of the people in it.  Nancy ―is a 

forward thinker whose interaction with people now sows 

the seeds for more zealous, considerate ‗citizens of the 

years‘, to come‖ 

 

Long time colleague and friend, Ed Roelle wrote ―her 

fierce love for her family, her church and her community 

is visible at all times. I can't tell you how many times we 

sat down together to discuss a community problem and 

what we could do about it. I can truly say she is a caring 

person and a joy to be around. ‖ 

 

Suzanne E. Wade, Ph.D. Class of 1963 
After growing up in Sidney, Suzanne Wade earned her 

B.A. at SUNY Albany in 1967 and her Master‘s from 

there in 1969.   

 

As a single mother with a child, she was determined to 

get a higher education so that she could teach at the uni-

versity level. After gaining teaching experience working 

with at risk children in upstate New York and New York 

City. Suzanne was accepted at the College of Education 

at Harvard University. Dur-

ing her studies, she spent 

time teaching reading to 

children with disabilities in 

the Philippines and then 

China. After completing her 

Doctorate in Education from 

Harvard in 1984, she moved 

west to the University of 

Utah, where she was a Pro-

fessor in the College of Edu-

cation until her untimely 

death in 2007. 

 

She was a nationally recog-

nized scholar in reading and 

literacy, publishing many 

books and articles, who 

made a significant impact in 

the lives of children and 

families in Utah and across 

the nation. She received both 

the Research and Teaching 

Awards from the College of 

Education in 1999 and was awarded the University of 

Utah‘s highest teaching honor, The Distinguished Teach-

ing Award.  

 

Suzanne never lost her identification with single mothers 

hoping to better their circumstances by furthering their 

education and acted as a mentor to young women at the 

University. Suzanne and her husband Alan McLaren 

endowed a scholarship to support a single parent en-

rolled as a student at the University of Utah. The scholar-

ship is specifically directed toward young women who 

are on the same path Suzanne once traveled. 

 

Suzanne is remembered by friends and colleagues as 

someone who had an ability to ―create community. She 

had a way of bringing a diverse group of people and 

ideas together in ways that were always respectful. She 

did this with her family, her students and her col-

leagues.‖ 

 

One of her classmates commented ―Suzanne‘s career 

was about teaching and teacher education, but her life 

was about friends and family. To say that she was always 

cheerful, always smiling, frequently giggling would 

probably be inaccurate, yet that is how everyone remem-

bers her. The Harvard doctor with the giggle. She has 

enriched the lives of so many of us, with her compas-

sion, her friendship, her strength, and her love.‖ 

 

Brenda Wrigley, PhD. Class of 1972 
Brenda Wrigley was born and raised in Sidney. She 

graduated from the University of Missouri in 1975 with a 

Bachelor of Science in Broadcast Journalism. While 

serving as the Marketing Communications Manager for 

the Raymond Corporation in Greene she completed a 

master‘s from Syracuse University and after leaving 

Raymond, earned a Ph.D. from the nationally renowned 

Newhouse School of Public Communications at SU in 

Mass Communications. 

 

Brenda began her career working as a radio news an-

nouncer for WENE/WMRV in Endicott. She soon 

moved to the advertising side and started selling air time, 

ultimately becoming the top salesperson each year. She 

worked in radio and television ad sales for 14 years.  

 

After obtaining her Ph.D. at Syracuse University, Brenda 

became an associate professor at Michigan State Univer-

sity.  In 2004, Brenda returned to Syracuse University 

and currently teaches Public Relations in the S.I. 

Newhouse School of Public Communications. 

 

In support of Dr. Wrigley‘s nomination for induction, 

David Rubin, Dean of the S.I. Newhouse School of Pub-

lic Communications wrote,  

 

―Professor Wrigley is a key member of our nationally-

recognized Department of Public Relations in the 

Newhouse School. Not only is she one of our out-

standing teachers, she is also a nationally recognized 

scholar in public relations research.  

 

―She is particularly well known for her pioneering work 

on gender in public relations, particularly the glass ceil-

ing that prevents women from occupying the top posi-

tions in the field. I am familiar with the range and quality 

of public relations faculty members across the country. It 

is a relatively small field. I can say with confidence that 

Professor Wrigley has a strong national reputation and 

that she is among the top twenty educators in her field.‖ 

 

Professor Wrigley co-authored the book: The Gender 

Challenge to Media: Diverse Voices from the Field as 

well as many research papers at both national and inter-

national seminars. In 2006 she received the Meredith 

Teaching Recognition Award at Syracuse University. 

 

The Wall of Fame Ceremony will take place at the All 

Class Reunion Luncheon, July 20, 2008. Luncheon tickets 

are $13. The registration form can be found on page 17 of this 

issue or visit our website www.sidneyalumni.org.  

 

 

 

 Wall of Fame Inductees (Continued from page 1) 

The 2005 Wall of Fame Induction of Mr. Robert Rowlands. (l-r) Doug Sheldon,  

committee chairman, Jon DeTemple, Mr. Rowlands, Dennis Porter, Terry Dermody. 



To preface my remarks, my late wife Karen (Merritt, 

‘61) and I considered  Sidney, NY as our ―home‖ 

throughout a 30 year long Air Force career -- a journey 

of 29 moves to as many locations.  Karen lived in the 2 

James St. house during our dating years in high school; 

then my folks, Bill and Polly McIntyre bought the 

house in the late 1960‘s.  Karen spent my year in VN 

(1971) in Sidney at Valley View Apartments and my 

two young children learned to swim in their grandpar-

ent‘s 2 James St. swimming pool.  2 James St. increas-

ingly served as a family gathering place in the sum-

mers, as year after year, where ever we happened to 

live, Karen and I tried to bring our family  ―home‖ to 

Sidney to visit each year, as did my brothers and sister.  

Ten years ago, in 1998, when today‘s Alumni Associa-

tion and All-Class Reunions kicked off, Karen and I 

had already decided that Sidney was where we wanted 

to spend our retirement years – at least in the summers!  

We dubbed 2 James St. ―Camp Wannabe‖ – our fam-

ily‘s gathering place – and eventually put our ―snow-

bird‖ plan in motion in 2004 when we retired. 

 

What I remember most vividly about these past 10 

years of Reunion Weekends were the ―family‖ reunions 

of utter chaos at 2 James St. within the larger frame-

work of a community-wide celebration orchestrated by 

the SCSAA. The All-Class Reunion Weekends, quickly 

growing in popularity and attendance, offered our dislo-

cated family an attractive weekend of excitement to-

gether that everyone wanted to attend.  We learned to 

mark our calendars early.  Siblings and their families 

came from Phoenix, AZ, Rochester, NY, Chicago, IL, 

and Manchester, NH; and our children and their ever-

expanding families returned from St. Louis, MO. and 

Dover, NH.  I‘m not exaggerating, ―Camp Wannabe‖ in 

Sidney, in mid-July, became the place to be, and still is 

to this day. 

Worthy of special note, ―The Harris Girls‖, my cousins, 

Donna, Kathy, and Vicki -- inevitably the ―life of the 

party‖ where ever they are -- have made the annual trip 

to Sidney from California, making sure we always have 

a ball on Reunion weekend. 

 

The Reunion weekend venues, from golf tournament to 

evening socials, nature walks, parade of classes, to Sun-

day‘s closing luncheon steadily grew in popularity at-

tracting more and more  back -- old friends that we had-

n‘t seen in years.  All of us can recall the totally unex-

pected meeting of a schoolmate from long ago -- at the 

Country Club, or at Gavin‘s, or the Legion: e.g. my old 

childhood baby-sitter, Dolores (Rightmyer) Seaman, or 

my next-door neighbor in grade-school, Gordon Bron-

son, neither of whom I had seen in 50 years.  Even the 

awkward moments were precious -- bumping into 

someone whose face was familiar but whose name was 

embarrassingly hard to recall at first.  At the end of the 

day, one sensed that the SCSAA had indeed created an 

annual event that, along with other school and commu-

nity initiatives was producing growing pride in Sidney, 

it‘s school, and the community.  Alumni of all classes 

surely have something important in common -

- growing up in Sidney, and attending Sidney 

Central School.  One proud memory I cling to 

is the mental picture of my dear mother, 

Pauline, now almost 95, beaming as she 

walked arm-and-arm with Doc Elliot, leading 

the Parade of Classes as the two most senior 

alumni present. 

 

My Most Memorable Alumni Weekend.  

You might guess that my most memorable 

reunion weekend would be this past year, in 

July,2007, when I was inducted into the Wall 

of Fame.  I was both honored, and humbled 

by the public acknowledgement of my service 

in the USAF, and my induction although post-

poned a year, was a very special moment.   

However, it was the 2006 Reunion Weekend -

- with all planned activities, including my 

induction,  cancelled due to the ―Flood of 

2006‖ – that I hold most dear.   My entire family 

decided to stick with their plans and return to 

Sidney anyway to join Karen and I for a week-

end of celebration at Camp Wannabe.  It was 

truly special having the family together: my 

siblings, children, grandchildren, mother, and 

especially my dear wife Karen. 

 

Sidney Central School Alumni Association has seen 

incredible growth in ten years, providing wonderful 

service to all alumni, our school, and the community.  

For the McIntyre‘s, Reunion Weekends have kept us 

close.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―Reflections‖ Online in May! 
 
The Board of Directors of the SCSAA is pleased to 

announce that the complete issue of Reflections will be  

available on the SCS alumni website, 

www.sidneyalumni.org, in late May. The online version 

contains everything in the hard copy and the pictures 

are in color!  

 

If you would like to receive notification when Reflec-

tions is posted online (via your email address) in lieu of 

receiving a hard copy in the mail, please contact Debby 

Puffer at dwpuffer@frontiernet.net . We will continue 

to send the newsletter via ―snail mail‖ to those who 

wish to receive it in that format. If you opt to receive 

email notification – please make sure we have your 

correct email address.  

 

The SCSAA Board continually seeks new ways to de-

liver information to alumni, while ―keeping an eye‖ on 

costs. Also on the website is the membership form – 

dues can be paid via PayPal, class and faculty lists,  

information about the All-Alumni weekend, including 

class gatherings, photos from reunions, and notices of 

future events of interest to alumni. 

 

Enjoy Reflections on the web! 
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Personal Reflections on 10 years of SCSAA Reunion Weekends 
By Jim McIntyre, ‗60 

Chris Bartolillo, SHS student is pictured with the design he 

created for the SCSAA. Chris won a $50 prize for his de-

sign. (l-r) Chris, Jessica Wheeler, Deb Puffer and Greg 

Davie. 

Karen and Terry Dermody 

Reunion Weekend, 1999 

April Rosa McWeeney, ‗85 is quite possibly the best 50-50 

ticket salesperson ever! Look for her in July. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 2009 

JULY 17-19 
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SCSAA Sports Hall of Fame— 

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
by Greg Davie '76 

 

We could not talk about the upcoming 6th annual  Sid-

ney Central School Alumni Association Sports Hall of 

Fame induction in this issue of Reflections without 

looking back at our humble beginnings. As a bonus, I 

will conclude this article with a look ahead...thus the 

title. 

 

Ah yes, the Spring and summer of 2002. The gung-ho 

trio of Tony Zieno ('71), Dennis Porter ('66) and 

yours truly met several times at Toddies Restaurant 

with the hope of breaking ground on a new Alumni 

Association  Venture: a Wall (or Hall) of Fame. While 

we had several meaningful and enjoyable lunch meet-

ings, progress was slow; there eventually needed to be 

some dirty work done. That meant forming the basis of 

our existence. We had been charged by the Board  to 

come up with criteria that would all-encompassing, and 

make categories for graduates, faculty, administrators 

and contributors. What had seemed simple in concept 

proved difficult to put on paper. HOWEVER... 

 

Two positives emerged from our early legwork. The 

first is what you see with the current Wall of Fame for 

Distinguished Alumni, now led by Doug Sheldon '(59). 

You see, once we labeled our categories, we qualified 

each category and those words became the working 

template for our present system. The second positive 

was that we decided our rich sports tradition could 

stand on its own. So we recommended that the Board 

put the Wall of Fame on hold in the fall of 2002 and 

concentrate on incorporating a Sports Hall of Fame into 

our Alumni Association. 

 

Our three-man committee grew as we prepared for the 

first SHOF dinner and induction in November of 2003. 

Selections were easy, as we took the first four Sidney 

athletes and coaches who made the Section IV Hall of 

Fame – Coach Fran Redmond, Randy Payne ('69), 

Coach Tom Robertson and Jennifer Finnegan 

Patruno ('90). We had an excellent guest speaker (Jon 

Jay DeTemple '61) and made extra money at our din-

ner with a sports auction, thanks to the donations of 

Michael O'Hara Lynch ('75), an executive with Visa 

who sent us numerous items autographed by big-name 

sport stars. With our profits, the SCSAA donated 

$2,000 to the athletic department at Sidney Central 

School. They used that extra money to purchase com-

puterized field lining equipment – an item sorely 

needed but not justified in their budget. 

 

The next several years, we modified, tweaked, and 

(hopefully) improved on our new venture. We dropped 

the guest speaker after the first year, but in 2007 added 

a Legacy Award which honored an entire team or pro-

gram. The 1950 football team, were our first Legacy 

Award recipients We also shifted the time from 

Thanksgiving Weekend to Homecoming – a risky move 

in many ways mostly because it meant 8 less weeks of 

preparation! Judging by our record attendance (170) 

and proceeds that topped $3100, our 10-person commit-

tee felt that move really paid off! We continue to hold 

our sports auction, too. Year after year the SHOF man-

ages to acquire some impressive items. This past year, a 

time share (minus the golf!) at Hilton Head, SC was 

donated by Mike Gallup ('63), who was also a 2007 

inductee. Our take from the dinners and auctions have 

enabled us to make the following contributions to the 

school: Custom ―Warrior chairs‖ for indoor sports, an 

illuminated sign welcoming fans to the official ―Sidney 

Alumni Field‖ (and no it cost us 

nothing on the ―naming rights!) 

and this year, we add a custom-

built portable indoor scorer's table 

decorated in maroon and white 

with a bright ―Sidney Warriors‖ 

sign in front that includes our War-

rior head and verbiage that shows 

the table was donated by the 

SCSAA. 

 

As for this year, our committee has 

met a number of times already. 

Partly to make decisions on the 

scorer's table, partly to agree on 

four new inductees and a Legacy 

Award recipient. We have had to 

sharpen our skills from that first 

year in terms of gathering data for 

possible nominees, because in 

2008, we reached the end of the 

Section IV ―automatic‖ inductees 

and added two others who got 

through our screening process to 

the final vote.  

 

I am proud to announce the Class of 2008 for the Sports 

Hall of Fame: 

o Michele Mancini Benton ('89) 

o Robb Munro ('96) 

o Anthony ―Tonsee‖ Smith ('63) 

o Coach Larry Armour 

 

Their brief biographies appear on our website. But for 

those without Internet access... 

 

Michele eclipsed both 1,000 points 

and 1,000 rebounds during her basket-

ball career and was also the Susque-

nango League, Class C and Section IV 

champion in the 100 meter hurdles in 

her senior season. She went on to a 

record-setting basketball career at 

Colgate, and played briefly in a pro-

fessional league in Europe.  

 

Robb, who like Michele was a Section 

IV Hall of Fame selection in 2007, 

was a High School All-American in 

track (steeplechase). He earned eight 

Sus League, six Class C, and two Sec-

tion IV championships, plus the 1996 

State title in the steeplechase. Robb 

also excelled in basketball and soccer, 

where he led Sidney to a Section IV 

championship his senior season. He 

had a successful track career at the 

University of Delaware. 

 

Tonsee was the 1963 Ralph Pyle Award winner and 

was captain of the football and baseball teams his sen-

ior year. A 10-letter winner, Tonsee played on three 

championship teams while at Sidney – 1960 football, 

and 1962-63 baseball. The baseball team put together 

an amazing 34-game winning streak, culminating in  

the perfect 18-0 season in 1963. He accepted a football 

scholarship to Clemson University. 

 

Larry was assistant track coach for nearly 20 years, 

specializing in coaching the weights (shot put and dis-

cus) though he had never known these events prior to 

his first season. From 1983 to 2001, Larry oversaw six 

state champions, and sixteen New York State top 6 fin-

ishes in either winter or spring 

track. He also led a successful 

rifle team in the mid-70s and 

coached modified boys and girls 

soccer in later years. He is still 

the official scorekeeper for the 

boys basketball program and has 

been courtside for two state 

championship teams (1998-2007) 

along the way. 

 

Since track seemed to be a central 

theme to our inductees, it was 

decided to honor all track record 

holders for the 2nd annual Legacy 

Award. Almost 100 former (and 

even a couple of current!) track-

sters are invited to join in the 

festivities this year. 

 

The dinner will be held Saturday, 

October 4th, at the Sidney Elks 

Lodge. This will be the culmina-

tion of second attempt at combin-

ing with Homecoming (Sidney football versus Walton 

Friday October 3rd) and making it a full weekend of 

athletic memories and fun. Don't forget the post-game 

reception at the VFW! That was also added last year 

and was a great enhancement to the weekend. 

 

Now, what about the future of the Sports Hall of Fame? 

I can only speak for myself – I did not consult the rest 

of the committee, which now consists of Tony, Dennis, 

Wayne King ('52), Bonnie Curtis ('59), Larry Hal-

bert ('75), Scrap Mazzarella ('42), Doug Quinney 

(SHOF '04), Dick Germond ('63), and Josette Wood 

('93). 
 

I do know that soon, we will put plaques for each of the 

SHOF induction classes on a wall by the new gym. I 

also know that the system we have in place for future 

inductees will ensure we have a fair and equitable 

group that has earned their place in the Sports Hall of 

Fame. 

 

Beyond that, I have no great predictions to make. But I 

can tell you our commitment to honor the past athletes 

and coaches who never had a Hall of Fame to even 

think about is a strong one. Of our current list of more 

than 50 nominees, a large percentage of names come 

from 1970 or before. And yes, even without many sta-

tistics or results to grab hold of, women from the era of 

non-interscholastic sports are part of this list as well. As 

it should be. 

 

The best part of this process for me has been getting the 

feedback from alumni. Conversation during an induc-

tion dinner, e-mails that jump at me following an induc-

tion dinner, and the emotions that come from the induc-

tees themselves as they try to thank the people, the 

school and the community that was always there during 

their years in Sidney!  

 

And knowing that former teammates can still be close 

and still have a love for their coach even after 50-plus 

years away, as witnessed by the amazing group from 

the 1950 football team honored last fall with Coach 

Fran Redmond, well then I am lucky indeed. The total 

involvement by our super committee, coupled with un-

ending support from the school  shows the Associa-

tion‘s venture of a little more than 6 years ago to be one 

that's most worthy. And will be for years to come. 

 

The Dedication of Sidney Alumni Field and the presentation of this sign was a 

dream  early in the history of the  Association and was realized  in 2006. 

Dave Ineich, ‗56, and Allen ―Punky‖ George, ‘58 catch up while attending 

the very first Sports Hall of Fame Ceremony. 

Jon DeTemple was the speaker at the 2003 Induction Ceremony. 
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Sidney Alumni Association 

Sports Hall Of Fame 

 

Nomination Form 

 

It is important that you, the nominator, provide as much information as possible to support your nominee for induction into the SCSAA Sports 

Hall of Fame. Feel free to include news articles or additional documentation. 

 

INDUCTION CATEGORY: 

________ Student/Athlete      _______ Athletic Staff 

________ Team of Distinction 

 

NOMINEE: 

Name:________________________________________________________________Address:________________________________________

_______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________ Yrs at SCS______________________ 

Varsity Sport___________________________________________________________ 

Special Recognitions:____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Narrative Comments:       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOMINATOR: 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _______________________________________________________ 

 

                Nomination forms may be mailed to: 

 

Greg Davie 

SCSAA 

PO Box 2186 

                                    Sidney, NY 13838 

Annual All Class Reunion Luncheon  

Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Educators Induction Ceremony 

 Registration Form 

July 20,2008 
 

 

 

         Luncheon __________tickets_______@ $13.00/person_=___________Total 

         Sidney Fire Department Training Center, River Street  

         11.00 AM Social Hour     12:30 Luncheon                                                           

          Please list all names and class year (if alumni) of Luncheon Attendees                                       

          

          ———————————————————————————————————- 

         Dues________________________ $10.00 per year (July 31 to July 31) ($5.00 for seniors 65 and over) 

 

        Website Donation________                      Total Enclosed________ (make check payable to SCSAA) 

 

        Name_____________________________________                Class Year__________ 

        Address___________________________________              

        City________________________________ _______               State________________       Zip Code__________ 

        

        E-mail Address___________________________ (print carefully) 

 
                                                                        Mail Registration and Fees to: 

                                                                                                 SCSAA 

P.O. Box 2186 

Sidney, New York 13838       

Please take a moment to fill out the membership application on the back of this form.  

The SCSAA needs your support                                                                         
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Membership Form 

Sidney Central School Alumni Association (SCSAA) 
                                      May the SCSAA post your name and contact information in the class lists on its website (www.sidneyalumni.org)? (  ) YES  (  ) NO 

 

Date form completed: _____/_____/_____                           PLEASE PRINT YOUR ENTRIES 

 

NAME(S) 

 

Your Last name: __________________________ Your First name: ___________________________ Your Nickname: __________________________ 

Your maiden name, if applicable: _______________________ 

 

Spouse‘s last name (maiden name, if applicable) :________________________________  Spouse‘s first name:______________ ___________________ 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

MAILING ADDRESS Street number: ______Street name: ____________________________________________________________ Apartment no. if applicable): 

___________PO Box  No. (if applicable):  ___________________ 

City/Town:_____________________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip code: ________________ 

 

HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER and/or EMAIL ADDRESS  _______-_____-_________ and/or _______________@__________._____ 

 

ANNUAL DUES 

 

Dues: 10$  (5$ if you are 65 or older) per year. The membership year is July-July.  Enclosed is my check for __________ dollars for dues for _____ years.   

 

Mail to SCS Alumni Association, P. O. Box 2186, Sidney, NY, 13838. Your membership expiration date is on the mailing label of your copy of Reflections. 

 

YOUR SIDNEY CENTRAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Were you a student at SCS? ( ) Yes ( ) No   If yes, what was your class year? _____________________  

 

Was your spouse a student at SCS? ( ) Yes ( ) No If yes, what was your spouse‘s class year? ________ 

 

Are you or were you a SCS faculty member? ( ) Yes ( ) No    If yes, which subject(s)?____________________ Which years?  _____________________ 

 

Did you coach any sports teams? ( ) Yes ( ) No   If yes, which sports?__________________________________ Which years?  _____________________ 

  

OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY   
Vocation: ____________________________________________________________ Are you retired: ( ) Yes ( ) No If yes, when did you retire? __________ 

Hobbies: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Favorite travel destination(s) or vacation activities?_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Children: Number:_____ First names:____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Grandchildren: Number: ________ First names: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greatgrandchildren: Number: _______________ First names: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please print a brief note to share with your fellow alumni. They look forward to hearing from you!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FEEDBACK TO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 

Check all of the items below in which you would like to participate. This all-volunteer organization always needs help. For many activities, access to email is all you 

need. 

 

Membership/Membership Services _____________________Finance/Fundraising_____________________________Sports Hall of Fame__________________ 

 

Publicity_________________Newsletter_________Alumni Center/Historical Committee_______________________School Relations______________________ 

 

Community Relations__________All-Alumni Reunion Committee____________Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Educators___________________ 

 

Website______________________________Other_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Revised January, 2007 R. Meehan ‘62 

SCSAA-NCV PROJECT ORDER FORM 

 

Raffle Ticket Quantity Desired: ____ ($100 Donation/Each) 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________________  Alumnus Check Here: __ 

Alumnus Maiden Name IF Applicable: ______________________________ Class Year: _______ 

 

Street Address: _________________________________________________ Apt./Unit#: ______ 

 

City: ________________________________ State: _____  Zip: __________ Country: _________ 

 

Phone Number: AC ( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _   E-mail: _____________________________________ 

 

Include your check in the amount of ($100 x Ticket Quantity Desired) and mail to: 

 

SCSAA-NCV PROJECT, P.O. Box 2186, Sidney, New York 13838 

(Your raffle ticket[s] will be sent directly to you) 

 

http://www.sidneyalumni.org/
mailto:_______________@__________._____


Class Representatives 
In order to keep this list current—we urge you to contact us with any changes. 

 Due to a lack of space, only one contact person per class is listed.  

1936 

Gottfried G. Riesen 

600 County Rte. 411 

Greenville, NY 12083 

 

1937 

Harriet Spencer Slawson 

 

 

 

1940 

Trudy Wurthrich Baker 

2 Maple Ave 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-3461 

 

1941 

Charles Downin 

11 Front Street 

Bainbridge, New York 13733 

cdownin@stny.rr.com 

 

1943 

Thorny Young 

23 Greenlawn Ave. 

Bainbridge, New York 13733 

607-967-8214 

 

1944 

Henrietta Davis Booth 

138 Rockdale Rd 

Mt. Upton, New York 13809 

607-895-6227 

 dhbooth@mkl.com 

 

1945 

Lea Kenyon Gregory 

24 Gilbert St. 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1827 

 

1946 

Vic Miller 

14 Overlook Drive 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2607 

vmiller8@stny.rr.com 

 

1947 

Erna Wurthrich Babcock 

20 Gilbert St 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2052 

 

1948 

Norma Hyatt Palmer 

652 Junction Rd 

Bainbridge, NY 13733 

607-563-3430 

ipalmer1@stny.rr.com 

 

1949 

Charlie Davis 

574 Gifford Road 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2223 

daviscf32@earthlink.net 

 

1950 

Bev Pierce 

207 Co Hwy 1 

Bainbridge, NY 13733 

607-563-2030  

 

1951 

Dick Holloway 

39939 So. Old Arena Drive 

Tucson, AZ 85739-5915 

520-975-3526 

Dickienyaz@aol.com 

 

1952 

Wayne King 

132 Dingman Hill Rd 

Bainbridge, NY 13733 

607-967-8881 

wking2@stny.rr.com 

 

1953 

Pat Greene 

27 Barnes Circle 

Unadilla, New York 13849 

607-369-7242 

pgreene2@stny.rr.com 

 

1954 

Peggy Burlison Stilson 

72  W. Pearl Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1055 

mstilson@stny.rr.com 

 

1955 

Jim Clum 

5631 Longford Terrace Apt.203 

Fitchburg, WI 53711-6910 

jaclum@facstaff.wisc.edu 

609-347-1767 (cell) 

608-833-0108 

 

1956 

Dave Butler 

PO Box 370 

Norlina, NC 27563 

434–689-3416 

dabutl@buggs.net 

1957 

Doug Decker 

45 Martinbrook Street 

Unadilla, New York 13839 

607-369-7204 

 

1958 

Mary Jane Gelder 

23 Haynes Blvd 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1978 

mjgelder@stny.rr.com 

 

1959 

Bonnie Provenzon Curtis 

10 Secor St. 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1547 

jnbcurtis@stny.rr.com 

 

1960 

Mary Besser Heatly 

26750 OtterWay 

Long Neck, Delaware 19966 

302-945-4280 

jjheatly@verizon.net 

 

1961 

Ann Petrosky Philpott 

84 River Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1489 

si_ann@4cls.org 

 

1962 

Dolores Hayes Breunig 

7 Pearl Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2311 

fbreunig@stny.rr.com 

 

1963 

Becky Smith Holley 

362 Butternut Rd 

Unadilla, New York 13849 

fhholley@frontiernet.net 

 

1964 

Tom Rettberg 

913 Park Manor Blvd 

Endicott, NY 13760 

direct:    607-754-2332 

cell: 678-429-5509 

     retts409@aol.com 

 

1965 

Anne Rock Corrigall 

P.O. Box 116  

Westfall, OR 97920 

541-358-2271 

anne_corrigall@yahoo.com 

 

1966 

Patti Jo Provenzon Doi 

407 State Hwy 7 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-3726 

pjdoi@hotmail.com 

 

1967 

Diane Graney Holbert 

5 Ritton Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2724  

dholbert@stny.rr.com 

 

1968 

Debby Woytek Puffer 

3386 St. Hwy 206 

Bainbridge, New York 13733 

607-967-8480 

dwpuffer@frontiernet.net 

 

1969 

Jennifer Freiberger Morenus 

1540 SE 178th Lane 

Summerfield, FL 34492 

352-245-6326 

GrammaJen@aol.com 

 

1970 

Vicki Miller Kulze 

42 Overlook Drive 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-3384 

dkulze@stny.rr.com 

 

1971 

Tony Zieno 

17 Siver Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-1975 

azieno@stny.rr.com 

 

1972 

Dave and Becky Leidy 

23 Seneca Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2905 

dleidy@stny.rr.com 

 

1973 

Vicki Romano Hills 

13 Pearl Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2923 

vhills@stny.rr.com 

1974  

Dennis Dermody 

16 Sunstone Drive 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

845-454-5770 

ddermody@hvc.rr.com 

 

1975 

Larry Halbert 

20 Ritton Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-237-4762 

lmh1@meadwestvaco.com 

 

1976 

Sheri Emerson Kinsella 

26 Old Village Road 

Unadilla, New York 13839 

607-369-2205 

skinsella@sidney.k12.NY.us 

 

1977 

Lorna and Bruce Wilhelm 

3258 Cty RD 33 

Cooperstown, NY 13226 

607-264-9340 

lwilhelm@netscape.com 

 

1978  

Jackie Allen Lingner 

2050 S. Ridgewood Ave Q 1 

S. Daytona, FL 32119 

jlingner@fit.edu 

 

1979 

Lori Booth Collins 

80 Campmeeting St 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-8755 

gcollins@stny.rr.com 

 

1980 

Teresa Tuttle Wood 

20 E. Pearl St. 

Sidney, New York 13838 

twood82@stny.rr.com 

 

1981 

Keith Theobald 

65 Campmeeting Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-9169 

ktheobald@stny.rr.com 

 

1982 

Jim Curtis 

8086 New Floyd Rd 

Rome, New York 13440 

315-865-5018 

Jim.curtis@uticanational.com 

 

1983 

Lisa Burns 

418 Cross Hill Rd 

Richmondville, NY  

518-294-3274 

mtntop@localnet.com 

 

1984 

Michelle Dann Stewart 

128 Hice Ave 

Industry, PA 15052 

thestews@comcast.net 

 

 

1985 

April Rosa McWeeney 

148 Old State Rd 

Unadilla, NY 13849 

607-369-7660 

jajjohnson@frontiernet.net 

 

1986 

Patti Weed Bennett 

1414  Redbud Drive 

Rogers, AR 72756 

479-633-0661 

winsamjess@yahoo.com 

 

1987 

Carol Bishop 

14 Sherman Ave 

Sidney, New York 13838 

cbishop@stny.rr.com 

 

1988 

Juli Curtis Howland 

219 Fox Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-9208 

jhowland@sidney.k12.ny.us 

 

1989 

Jeff Bagley 

15 Pleasant Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

jbagley@stny.rr.com 

 

1990 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1991 

Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler 

5 Demarest Avenue 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-13838 

jwheeler@oxac.org 

 

1992 

Jason Wagner 

3103 Eastpointe Drive 

Franklin, Indiana 46131 

317-346-0005 

Wagner_jason_k@lilly.com 

 

1993 

Donna Becker Dean 

5454 State Highway 206 

Sidney Center, NY 13838 

607-265-3303 

Donna.dean@frontiernet.net 

 

1995 

Kimberly Becker 

5 Northbrook Dr. Unit 510 

Manchester, NH 03102 

603-232-7864 

Kimberly.Becker@gartner.com 

 

1996 

Dorene Ireland Hitt 

83-1 Main Street 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-563-2613 

direland@frontiernet.net 

 

1997 

Candace Reynolds Cummings 

233 Main Street 

Middleburgh, NY 12122 

518-827-8270 

creynolds@stiefel.com 

 

1998 

Mary Richards-Santana 

43 Pleasant St 

Sidney, New York 13838 

607-232-7864 

msantana@stny.rr.com 

 

1999 

Lou Becker 

5 Northbrook Drive 

Manchester, NH 03102 

Lou.becker@gartner.com 

 

2000 

Erica Brazee 

109 West Main Street 

Sidney, New York 13939 

607-1604 

eabrazee@stny.rr.com 

 

2001  

Bryan Innes 

1964 1st  Ave. Apt 4Z 

New York, N. Y.  10029 

Bryan.Innes@Sirva.com 

 

2002 

Mike Sellitti 

msellitti@gmail.com 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE  

TO ALUMNI AND  

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 

 

The Class Roster and Class Rep list are 

essential for ensuring that communications 

about the Alumni Association reach you.  

 

The SCSAA has a class roster that con-

tains the names of all Sidney alumni. Your 

contact information is only as current as 

your membership. When you join or re-

new and send your contact information, it 

is entered in the roster and on the website 

unless, in the case of the latter, you indi-

cate you do not want it posted. The future 

of Reflections depends on alumni main-

taining their official membership 

 

The list of Class Representatives has been 

updated and revised. Please check the list. 

Are you listed as the ―Class Rep‖? If so, is 

your contact information, i.e., name, ad-

dress, phone number and email address, 

correct?  

 

Is there no Class Rep for your class? 

Would you like to volunteer? 

 

The membership form is in Reflections, 

and an abbreviated form is on the website. 

Membership is cheap – and it‘s about the 

only thing that is these days! 
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    SCS ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX  2186 

SIDNEY, NY, 13838 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date!  

www.sidneyalumni.org 
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SHS Homecoming Weekend  - October 3-4, 2008 

SCSAA‘s Sports Hall of Fame 

Induction Ceremony 

October 4, 2008 

ALUMNI SCHOOL 

 

COMMUNITY 

AA 

Reflections on our First 10 Years! 

We Celebrated the Millennium in Sidney 

Alumni Reunion Weekend July, 2000 


