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Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend
Brings Record Attendance

From the opening horn of the Alumni Golf Tournament on Friday morning, until the last farewell
at the All Class Reunion Luncheon on Sunday,
Alumni of all ages made their way to Sidney in July to alums from 20 plus classes spent time with each other in
participate in the Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend, and dear old Sidney. They golfed, marched at Alumni Field,
those lucky enough to live there came out to join them.
bowled, played volleyball, toured the high school, socialized
and danced their way through the weekend.
The event was heralded in Sidney by the appearance of
the maroon and white Alumni Association banners up and Before it was over, the SCS Alumni Association had aldown Main Street and pictures of returning alumni in ready begun planning for next year, JULY 16-18 to be
various store windows. Months of planning by the exact. So savor the memories and mark your calendars for
Alumni Reunion Committee and class representatives had 2010. See you in Sidney!
finally come together for this three day event.

Two Seek Re-election to
SCSAA Board
Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler, ‗91 and Greg Davie, ‗76
are hoping to be elected to another three year term on
the SCSAA Board of Directors.
Their personal statements follow:

Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler 1991
My name is Jessica Wheeler. I am a Sidney graduate,
Class of 1991. I am a proud SCSAA Board Member
and would like to renew my office and continue as Recording Secretary. Even though I was away at Ithaca
College for school and taught downstate for one year,
my heart has always been in Sidney, New York.
Currently, I am employed by DCMO BOCES and I am
the MS/HS Health Educator for Afton Central Schools
and Oxford Academy, a position that I enjoy very much.
I have my teaching schedule, but also enjoy coordinating
worksite wellness programs, reviewing/ writing policies
and grants and acting as chairperson for our Wellness
Committees.

This foursome won the ―Last Place Trophy‖ at the Alumni
Golf Tournament in July. Sharon Bargher Delello, Ellen
Kokalas Whipple, Joanne Nordberg Darling, Peggy Payne
Phelps.

Golf Champs 2007, 2008 AND 2009!!!
Craig Dawson, Brian Birdsall, Sean Larose, John Ross

On a more personal level, my husband, Dave, son, Zachary and daughter, Faith and I are busy renovating our
Victorian that lies on almost four acres of beautiful landscape. We live just outside the Village of Sidney, but
(Continued on page 12)

SCSAA Honors Eight Alumni and One Legacy Team in
Induction Ceremonies in 2009
This year the Alumni Association continued its work
identifying and honoring Sidney High Alumni who have
distinguished themselves, both in their high school athletic careers and in their cumulative lifetime achievement, with inductions into both the Wall of Fame for
Distinguished Alumni and Faculty and the SCSAA‘s
Sports Hall of Fame.
In July during the Annual Alumni Luncheon, the Association inducted Charles D‘Imperio, ‗67, Jack Deuel,
‗43, Steven Schaeffer,‗69 and Carolyn Mang Weeks,
‗59, whose profiles you read in the spring issue.
On October 3, 2009 the Association was again proud to
host the annual Sports Hall of Fame Induction ceremony
honoring, Asa Decker, Jr, ‗54, Gerrie Stone,‗64, Shirley
Pierce, ‗75, Coach Mary Vredenburgh Morrison and the
1964-65 Wrestling Team. Taking place during SHS‘s
Homecoming weekend, this is another great weekend of
events for returning alumni.
From its inception, one of the goals of the SCSAA was
to create a forum in which to honor those who have distinguished themselves during and after attending SHS.
The committee charged with that task determined that
the best way to effect this was to divide into two distinct
entities, one to honor excellence in sports by athletes and
coaches, and the other to honor lifetime achievement of
alumni and faculty.
The first to create their criteria, the Sports Hall of Fame
committee was able to hold their first induction ceremony in November, 2003. Under the able leadership of
committee chair, Greg Davie, the Association‘s SHOF

has continued to honor several talented athletes and
coaches each year, eventually moving the ceremony
to Homecoming Weekend in the fall.
Recently, the Thursday night parade and pep rally
have been resurrected and Hall of Fame honorees
are presented at the half time of the Friday night
football game. Old friends then gather for a social
after the game. A highlight of the last several years
of the Sports Hall of Fame is the donation of the
sign that proclaims that the Athletic Field is now
called ―Sidney Alumni Field‖.
As Greg Davie wrote in this newsletter in 2003,
―The SCSAA Sports Hall of Fame is a part of a
quest to honor alumni and faculty in a much bigger scope‖. In keeping with that, in 2005 the
Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and
Faculty was established and held its first induction ceremony during the Annual Alumni Luncheon. Wall of Fame Committee Chair, Doug Sheldon, has led his committee to search out those
who have distinguished themselves in their lifetime achievement and to date has honored 24
men and women who have made a difference in
the world.

Ted Tacea and Wayne King with Asa Decker who was
honored during the SHOF ceremonies in October.

Each of these committees needs to hear from you
with your suggestions for classmates or faculty
whom you think should be honored. Contact
Greg Davie at gdavie@stny.rr.com and Doug
Sheldon at rdsheldon@cami.com to make sug- Chuck D‘Imperio with Mary Anne Maynard Crampton at the
gestions. The criteria and nominating forms are on Wall of Fame ceremony.
the Alumni website, www.sidneyslumni.org. We
ask for your help in honoring our history.
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Straight From the Gavel
By Terry Dermody ‗65

We are on a Mission!
or
Are you out there?
We are now officially on a ―MISSION‖. Over the last
year we have been focusing our attention on formulating
plans for the future of the Association. Our goal is to be
able to answer the question ―where do we go from here‖?
What works….what doesn‘t work? Do we need to change
direction or should our strategy be to just continue doing
what we have been doing?
To provide a roadmap for the future we created a
―MISSION STATEMENT. The purpose is to set the
course for our strategic planning. What does this mean to
you? Nothing, if our mission is not embraced and supported by you.

SCSAA Mission Statement
To celebrate life-long bonds as SCS Alumni, recognize
extraordinary individual achievements, and draw upon its
collective strength to advance Sidney educational excellence and our community‘s pride and well-being.

street or dropped him a note with their feed back. Otherwise he was just talking into a microphone.
So I say to you to my listeners (readers)….Are you out
there? Let me know you are listening. Give me some
feedback. Let me know what YOU think it will take to
accomplish our mission. Call me, e-mail me, write me or
yell to me on the street. Eliminate this lonely feeling that
I experience with each issue.
So far I think we are on target in pursuit of our mission.
We have accomplished a lot to date and most of these
initiatives mirror our goals and objectives. But what will
it take to keep the Association moving forward and the
mission intact? How do we keep it fresh? Where will the
new ideas and future leadership come from? How do we
attract the next group of committed and passionate volunteers to provide the engine of growth for the Association?
What new initiatives do we need to undertake or what
current activities should be discontinued?
Do we just keep rolling along, doing what we are doing
now only on a greater scale? Are we fulfilling our mission? These are the type of questions that we need to answer to create our strategic plan. I think collectively you
out there have the answers and that is why I need your
feedback!! Do you hear me? Are you out there?

But HOW do I know what YOU think? That has been a
question for me for a long time. Every time I write this
column I always wonder if anyone out there is actually
reading my words. This can be a lonely feeling. My feeling is …why waste the space if no one is reading.

If you are out there, I am prepared to offer you a forum to
channel your feedback. Starting with the next issue, I will
be devoting a portion of this column to documenting your
ideas, suggestions, criticisms and thoughts on any matter
relating to the Association. I will also use the column as a
means to respond to you. Together I want to be able to
formulate our strategic plan so we can answer the question ―where do we go from here‖?.

It reminds me of the time when I was sitting with Don
Clayton ‘59 in the early years of the Association while he
was broadcasting his show over WCDO radio. We were
in a small studio with little contact with the outside
world and it seemed that he was just talking to himself
and operating in a vacuum. I asked him how he knew if
anyone was listening. He told me he didn‘t know unless
his listeners picked up the phone, yelled to him on the

We have accomplished a lot but I just came across the
website of a High School Alumni Association in New
Jersey who are involved in many of the same type of activities as we are. The difference is that they are celebrating their 20th Anniversary. That is an accomplishment, - an accomplishment that I want to
achieve. That is why I say to you:
―We are on a Mission‖!

Off With Your Hat
Lift your hat reverently when you pass the teacher of your
primary school. She is the great Angel of the Republic.
She takes the bantling fresh from the home nest, full of
pouts and passions, an ungovernable little wretch whose
own mother honestly admits that she sends him to school
to get rid of him.
The lady who knows her business takes a whole carload
of these little anarchists, one of whom single-handed and
alone, is more than a match for his parents, and at once
puts them in the way of being useful and upright citizens.
And at what expense of toil, patience and soul weariness.
Lift your hat to her!
- Circa 1890, Author Unknown

Alumni Association
―Wish List‖
Here is a list of what we would like to have from you:
1.
2.
3.

Become a dues paying member of the Association.
Join a committee.
Nominate someone for the Sports Hall of Fame or the
Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Faculty.
4. Donate a book or the price of one to the 1000 book
challenge.
5. Send your news and pictures to the editor of Reflections.
6. Become your class representative and work with the
Reunion Committee.
7. Join the Alumni Weekend Reunion Committee.
8. Encourage a friend to join the Association.
9. Keep your membership current.
10. Keep your membership current.

Reflections
Karen Cycon Dermody, ’63, Editor
Roberta Meehan ‘62, Assistant Editor
Ray Taylor, ‘55, Webmaster

The editor‘s corner
Welcome to the fall issue of Reflections. We are happy to have a lot of
news and pictures from alumni. It is
always fun to read what other people
are doing and I‘m glad to see that some
of the younger alums are joining us.
The Association held two prestigious events this year in
order to honor those who have excelled in sports and in
their lifetime achievement. We have pictures here from
both of the induction ceremonies.
My favorite article has to be the list of Fairbanks memories and I want to thank everyone who participated. I
loved receiving them and being the first to read them. I
hope that, if you didn‘t know about this, and still want
to be included, you will send your thoughts along to me
at the Association address or via email and we‘ll put
them in the next issue.

Remember that you can choose to receive
Reflections online instead of getting a hard
copy in the mail. If you would like to do
this, email me and I‘ll make the changes for
you.
I hope you enjoy this issue. Don‘t forget to
send your news and pictures for the next
one.
Karen Cycon Dermody
karencycon@yahoo.com

Kimberly O’Brien Ayers‘86*
Bonnie Provenson Curtis ‘59
Greg Davie ‘76
Terry Dermody ‘65
Jon DeTemple ‘61
Dick Germond ‘63
Wayne King ‘52
Jim McIntyre ‘60
Anne Mott ‘83

Ann Petrosky Philpott ‘61
Dennis Porter ‘66
Debby Woytek Puffer ‘68
Marty Reed ‘65
Doug Sheldon ‘59
Ray Taylor ‘55
Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler ‘91

*School Board Designate

Remember?

We have included some demographics in a chart that
will tell you where some of our Alumni have ended up
and also breaks down membership statistics by class
year. Deb Puffer and I have been working on increasing
membership and I hope you‘ll take a look at the chart
and then send your membership dues.
Alumni Weekend was a huge success as you can tell by
the happy faces in the pictures we have printed. The fact
that it continues to be so successful is a tribute to a very
small number of volunteers—a handful really— who
spend many hours planning ahead of time and working
during the weekend.

Board of Directors SCSAA

Reflections is published semi-annually for the Sidney Central School Alumni Association,
which is a non-profit, non political organization. Articles printed in this publication do
not necessarily express the views or opinions of the editor, officers or directors of the
association. Articles submitted for publication may be edited for content and/or brevity.
Reflections will be delivered to those members in good standing. Dues donations are currently set at $10.00 annually (65 and over - $5.00) and are due each year on or before
July 31st.
SCS Alumni Association
PO Box 2186
Sidney, NY, 13838

To advertise your business in Reflections send your business card or card
sized logo along with $25/ issue to the above association address.
Reflections is mailed to alumni all over the world. Your advertisement helps
to defray the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter.

SCSAA Officers
School Nurse, Miss Ruth White 1959

January ‗09 – January ‗10
Terry Dermody
President

We have a lot of cooperation from those businesses in
town who host our events, but the ―nitty gritty‖, hard
work is done by just a few who make up the Alumni
Reunion Committee. If you have any time to spare, consider coming out to join us in January when we start
meeting again. Check out our ―wish list‖ on this page.

Doug Sheldon
Vice President of
Operations

If you are planning a class reunion, please get in touch
with me so we can put your plans both here in the newsletter and on the website. If you are having problems or
don‘t know how to start with your plans, please let us
know and we can help.
Kathy Tilley and Marion Jipson a while ago.

Jim McIntyre
Vice President for
Strategic Planning

Jon DeTemple
Vice President of
Finance

Debby Woytek Puffer
Corresponding Secretary

Jessica Wheeler
Recording Secretary

Wayne King
Treasurer

Anne Mott
Assistant Treasurer

Alumni Update
1993.Christina

―Tina‖ Pope. Vocation: Office Manager at WCDO. Personal statement: ―I live in Sidney with
my boyfriend George Huyck, ‗85, and my daughter Elizabeth, in the house I grew up in! I work at WCDO, which is
a blast!‖

1971.

Rob Cole. Significant other: Debbie Slocum
Cole, ‘73. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities:
Outdoor activities, visiting family, officiating high school
wrestling. Children‘s first names: Jessica and Jason.
Grandchildren‘s first names: Madison, Cole and Jonas.
Personal statement: ―Looking forward to getting back to
Sidney more often – have fond memories of growing up
1990. Carin ―Cookie‖ Bishop. Hobbies/Vacation ac- there – was taught very well!‖
tivities: Hiking, swimming, and enjoying friends and family. Personal statement: ―I recently moved back [to Sidney] from the Denver area, after 13 years. I worked sea- 1970. Janice Muir Feather. Significant other: Jim.
sonally with the City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Vocation: Church Treasurer. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/ VaDepartment and the US Forest Service. I live with my cation activities: quilting, travel, choral music, and readboyfriend and his family in Gilbertsville. I work as a sub- ing. Personal statement: ―Jim and I have one cat, Oliver.
stitute teacher at Bainbridge-Guilford, as a temporary ad- We enjoy visiting family on both coasts, as well as explorministrative assistant, and ―farm‖ with my Dad.
ing new places.‖

1989. Michael ―Mike‖ Cowen.

Significant other: Jennifer. Vocation: School Psychologist. Personal statement:
―Jennifer and I married July 11, 1998. We have two children: Caitlyn, age 7, and Brennan, age 4. We live approximately 12 miles south of Pittsburgh in South Park, PA. I
have worked as a school psychologist for the past 11 years
for the Westmoreland Intermediate Unit #7 in Greensburg,
PA.‖

1987.

Michael ―Mike‖ Breunig. Significant other:
Stephanie Foster. Vocation: Tax Auditor. Children‘s first
names: Twin daughters – Isabella and Sophia – age 2 ½
years.

1985.
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Jarett and Johnna. Grandchildren‘s first names: Darcy,
Luke, Ryan, Laurel and Linden.
Alice Wagner Schmidt. Vocation: Mammographer. Personal statement: ―I‘m still working hard as a mammographer at Lourdes Breast Care Center in Binghamton, trying
to save lives with early detection. Guess you could say
I‘ve found my cause and my purpose in life. It was great
to see everyone at my 45th reunion and at Alumni Weekend. Take care.‖

1963.

Bill ―Wild Bill‖ Cable. Personal statement:
―Semi-retired private consultant. Delayed… to come for
Mom‘s passing [written May 2009]. Hope to stay for reunion before returning to Samoa. Also finalizing nomination
for 1962-1964 baseball.‖

Debra Tompkins. Vocation: Dental hygienist. Retired?:
Yes, in 2008. Personal statement: ―Moved back to Sidney 1962. Rena Cole Doing. Personal statement: ―I will
– living with mother. Duane‘s daughter lives in Boston, always feel like 18 years old as long as I have my Sidney
MA – graduated in August 2009.‖
memories. Thanks for such a great job.‖
Robert K. Alger. Personal statement: ―I have Mary-Alice Crumley Thompson. Vocation: Secretary.
Retired?: Retired in 2006; now working part time. Hobtwo grandchildren who will be in the 1st grade.‖
bies/ Vacation activities: knitting, crocheting, reading,
Gary Cole. Significant other: Diane. Retired?: Yes. Chil- writing letters and traveling any place in the good old
USA. Children‘s first names: David and Robert. Granddren‘s first names: Allison and Lauren.
children‘s first names: Edward (Teddy) and Thomas
Rick Cordes. Significant other: Sook Cordes. Vocation: (Tommy). Personal statement: ―In 2006 I retired from my
Self – Chiropractor, wife – acupuncturist - in Gelder job as a Secretary at a school district in northeastern PennMedical Building. Hobbies/Vacation activities: board sylvania and moved out to southern California to be near
games, playing guitar, doing research, studying about time my oldest son, David. I am working again as a secretary at
travel. Children‘s first names: Dina Ki – 9 years old. Per- the office of the church I attend. I try to visit my two
sonal statement: ―Physical chemist, Ph.D. Taught in col- grandsons who live in Ohio once a year. They are four and
leges for approximately 12 years. Daughter Dina Ki is three years old.‖

1969.

George Huyck. Significant other: Tina Pope.
Personal statement: ―I live with my girlfriend, Tina Pope,
‘93. I still enjoy my membership at the Elks Lodge.‖
attending SCS.

1983.

Mike ―Mase‖ Mason. Significant other: Lori
Edwards. Vocation: Police Officer. Retired in 2004. 2004
– present Security at MeadWestvaco. Retired?: Yes, in
2004. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Local history – collect
Sidney items; love the NY Yankees. Volunteer activities:
Member of Sidney Fire Department; past board member of
Prospect Hill Cemetery Association; Member of Sidney
Gridiron Club (original board member). Children‘s first
names: Zachary, 2007 and Tyler, 2009. Personal statement: ―Lori and I are preparing for the ―empty nest‖. Our
youngest son Tyler became a Sidney grad last month
[June]. He will be attending Brockport and is a member of
the Golden Eagles football team, and he will major in
Physical Education. Our older son, Zach, took a break
from college and now lives in Bainbridge and works in
Vestal. Lori started her 26th year as a Beautician and 20th
year as an owner/operator. We would like to thank you,
the current and past SCSAA officers, board of directors
and Reflections officers. You have provided fellow alumni
and the Village of Sidney with a first class organization
and publication. We wish you many more years of success, alumni weekends, and issues of Reflections.‖

1980.

Jean DeBloom Giessman. Significant other: Fred. ReHarold Pickwick. Significant other: Linda Philpott, ‘81. tired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: reading, ceramVocation: Own a small manufacturing plant in Bainbridge ics, and scrabble online. Children‘s first names: Andrew.
(plastic injection molding and machine shop). Hobbies/
Vacation activities: Dirt track racing. Children‘s first Dolores Hayes Breunig. Significant other: Franz. Renames: Shane and Shanna. Grandchildren‘s first names: tired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: travel, photograBray. Personal statement: ―My son Shane is the supervi- phy, crafts, sewing, etc. Children‘s first names: Michael
sor of ―TSA‖ at Stewart International Airport, Newburgh, and Tina. Grandchildren‘s first names: Joshua, Kelsey,
Personal statement: ―Our daughter
NY. Daughter Shanna and grandson Bray live in Kinder- Isabella and Sophie.
th
Tina
teaches
4
grade
in Sidney. She is married to Jason
hook, NY.‖
Woodyshek, ‘88. Their children are Joshua and Kelsey.
Michael and his wife Stephanie live in Albany. Their chil1968. Janet Kitchen Lee. Personal statement: ―Great- dren are twin girls Isabella and Sophia. Enjoying retired
grandchildren up to 7 now!! And every one beautiful and life!‖
smart and funny and...ya' know?!! Living in Florida now-not fighting with ice and snow any more--just hurricanes Patricia ―Pat‖ Gray Tancredi. Significant other: John.
Hobbies/Vacation activities: golf, travel and reading. Chiland severe thunderstorms! Love and blessings to all.‖
dren‘s first names: Heather and Beth. Grandchildren‘s
Michael ―Mike‖ Pratt. Significant other: Phyllis. Voca- first names: Jacqueline, Nicolas, Iain and Christian. Pertion: Set-up operator at MWV. Volunteer activities: sonal statement: ―John has retired and we are moving to
Church. Children‘s first names: Debbie, Jacqueline, Lisa, Florida. We‘ve been in Kansas for 12 years and loved it!
Michael and Tammy. Grandchildren‘s first names: We have four grandchildren, Jackie (7), Iain (4), Nicky (6)
Carissa, Benjamin, Zachary, Nicole, Hanna, Eric, Collin, and Christian (3). Both of our daughters and their families
live in NJ, where we lived for seven years. Both of us play
Thomas, and James.
golf and love to travel. This summer [2009] we are going
Janet Trettner. Significant other: Eugene Stoltzfus. Vo- to China. I am looking forward to our next reunion.‖
cation: Public Policy. Retired? Yes.

Daniel K. Fontanez. Significant other: Tamara.
Vocation: General Communications – owner. Hobbies/
Vacation activities: travel, diving. Volunteer activities:
building villages in northern Thailand. Children‘s first JoAnne Nordberg Darling. Significant other: Chick. Vocation:
names: Caleb, Taylor, Francesca, and Brookelynne.
Paralegal. Retired?: Wish! ChilDiane Philpott. Significant other: Jim Newell. Vocation: dren‘s first names: Four children
Co-Manager, Talbot‘s Outlet. Hobbies/Vacation activities: between us – Shelley, Allison,
Exploring New England. Children‘s first names: Aubrey, Andrea and Timothy – living in
(she‘ll be born in September 2009). Personal statement: Bainbridge, Orlando, Morrisville
―I‘m looking forward to our 30th class reunion next year!‖ and Raleigh. Personal statement:
―Keep up the awesome work!‖

1978.

Dawn ―Koz‖ Kozak. Significant other: Greg
1964. Terrence ―Terry‖
Moochler. Personal statement: ―Thanks for your hard
Biglin. Significant other: Marywork!‖
ann Mahoney. Retired?: Yes, in
Robert ―Rob‖ Palmer. Significant other: Lorri. Re- 2007. Hobbies/Vacation activit ie s: Will iam sburg, VA
tired?: Yes. Children‘s first names: Mitchell and Cole.
(walking). Volunteer activities:
Church. Personal statement:
1974. Lawrence ―Larry‖ Demuth. Significant other: ―Waiting for Maryann to retire so
Cherry. Vocation: Locksmith. Hobbies/Vacation activi- we can start traveling using our
ties: skiing, boating. Children‘s first names: Chad and time share.‖
Zach. Grandchildren‘s first names: Alana, Lexi, Jaylinne
and Tyler.
Kathy Harris Laws. Significant
The Boys of ‗63
other: Jeff. Vocation: Health Care
Old friends gathered in July for a weekend of memories.
1972. Kim Couse Morse. Significant other: Ron. Vo- Manager.
(l-r) Mike Gallup, Dick Germond, Bill McIntyre, Al Murray
cation: Teacher. Personal statement: ―We have many four
Front: Tonsee Smith, Harry Bouvier
-legged kids (live on a small farm). Enjoy working with Marjorie ―Margie‖ Roff Bunch.
teenagers and get a great sense of satisfaction helping ani- Significant other: Bob. Retired?:
mals in need.‖
Yes, in 2008. Volunteer activities: DAR, Desert Quilt
(Continued on page 4)
Guild, Sun Runners Car Club. Children‘s first names:
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Roberta Meehan. Significant other: Tony DeMarchi.
Vocation: Part time consultant in regulatory affairs at a
company that manufactures and markets medical devices. Retired?: Yes, from full-time work in 2004. Hobbies/ Vacation activities: Socializing with friends, gardening, reading and genealogy. Volunteer activities:
Work with response teams for a not-for-profit agency
that provides shelter (short-term to longer term), counseling, guidance through the court systems, advocacy
and other resources for survivors of domestic violence
and sexual assault; work with local organization that
provides service to the community via scholarships and
programs about local history; producing the alumni update portion of Reflections. Children‘s first names:
[Step]: AnnMarie, Tony, Karl and Joe. Grandchildren‘s
first names: John, Michael, Charles Henry, Nick, Greg,
Krystal, Sam and Anthony.
Karen Palombo Rosa. Retired?: Yes, in 2006. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Gardening. Children‘s first
names: Scott, Steve, Jenny and Shelly. Personal statement: ―I love reading this paper! It‘s full of answers to
―whatever happened to ?‖ and ―where are they?‖ Great
job.‖
Sandra Taeschler Browne. Significant other: John.
Retired?: Yes. Vocation: Retired from Pacific Bell
1996. I am now a professional artist working primarily
in ceramics. Personal statement:‖ My husband and I
live in a golf course community called Trilogy. It is
peaceful and lovely - mountain views and lots of wildlife such as roadrunners, quail, rabbits and coyotes. I
have spent the last eight years studying art, mainly ceramics, and this year finally achieved my goal of getting
my work into a gallery. My husband also enjoys ceramics, doing most of his work as a potter. I recently
started working with a program called NODA (No One
Dies Alone). We are volunteers who are called upon by
hospitals to sit with people who are dying and either

ject, finishing building out and leasing our professional
building. Almost DONE! Yipee! Love Sidney alumni
and Reflections. Keep up the good work!‖
Roberta ―Kitty‖ Trenkner St. Romain. Retired?:
Yes, in 1990. Hobbies/Vacation activities: sailing,
cooking, reading, and singing. Volunteer activities: Annapolis Maritime Museum, Annapolis Chorale, Singles
on Sailboats. Children‘s first names: Arlette. Personal
statement: Enjoyed traveling for the last 12 months.
Sailed in Croatia, and visited Florida. Sailed
on the Royal Clipper. Visited Maui and
Oahu. Planning to visit Australia to sail and
tour – October 2010.

1960.

Theodore ―Ted‖ Cole. Significant
other: Linda McKown. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/ Vacation activities: reading, crossword
puzzles, and tennis. Children‘s first names:
Judson and Kristin. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Riley, Ethan, and Jaden.
June Haynes Elsemore. Significant other:
deceased. Retired?: Yes, in 2000. Hobbies/ On a recent visit to Sidney, Sherry Dermody Potter, ‘61 (right) spent
Vacation activities: reading, crocheting. some time with classmate, Marilyn Scutt McGonigal.
Volunteer activities: church, nursery school,
am active in NYSUT Retiree Council 43 (Florida) and
Girl Scouts. Children‘s first names: Lisa.
serve as treasurer for the Council and as president of the
Gold Coast Unit, which is the NYSUT teachers retired
Frederick ―Fred‖ Simonds. Significant other: Carol
in the Gold Coast area of Florida (Monroe, Miami-Dade
Kroll. Vocation: Aircraft mechanic. Retired?: Yes, in
2004. Hobbies/Vacation activities: bicycling, hunting and Browardth Counties.) Last year, I was unable to atand shooting. Volunteer activities: Habitat for Human- tend my 50 class reunion because I went with my
ity. Children‘s first names: Mark and Kara. Grandchil- granddaughter and others in our Youth Group to World
Youth Day (week) in Sydney, Australia.
dren‘s first names: Arielle, Gabriel, and Torah.
Donna Skinner Gibson. Significant other: Robert. Vocation: Math teacher. Retired?: Yes, in 1999. Hobbies/ Vacation activities: quilting, needlecrafts, golf
and travel. Volunteer activities: Train and tutor literacy volunteers; church. Children‘s first names:
Brent. Grandchildren‘s first names: Luke. Personal
statement: ―Looking forward to seeing a large
group next year for our 50th. Babysitting for my
grandson is keeping me young I hope – but ―all of a
sudden‖ I‘m getting tired faster. We went on our
first cruise this February and decided going someplace warm at that time of year is a great idea.‖

Donna Drotar St. John, ―61 writes ―These boys are my pride
and joy. Larry was the first born (#55 right) and Hunter, 10
seconds later is #99. Yes, everyone tells me my son, Sean,
named them wrong. Even under his helmet (#99), you can see
his grandfather‘s (Larry St. John, 61) smile‖

1961.

Karen Kozlowski McGee. Significant other:
William McGee. Retired?: Yes, in 2000. Hobbies/
Vacation activities: summer in the Adirondacks, winter
in Sarasota, FL. Volunteer activities: literacy volunteers,
Mt. View Lake Association. Children‘s first names:
Amy and Jim. Grandchildren‘s first names: Twins:
Ellie and Grace.
Mary Sherman Wilder. Significant other: Jack. Vocation: Self – retired teacher. Husband – CPA, EA, and
CIA. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: oil
painting; love to travel to Sidney, Masonville, and Unadilla. Volunteer activities: community events chair, Rotary, Chamber of Commerce activities. Children‘s first
names: Angela and Daniel. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Hunter and Brighton. Personal statement: ―
Very active with community activities and my pet pro-

Adelaide (never used) Judy Bouvier Austin.
Significant other: Walter. Vocation: Retired Math
Teacher, Tax Preparer during tax time. Retired?: Yes, in
1995. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Genealogy. Volunteer activities: At schools my grandchildren attend;
teach religious education; assist with the Youth Group.
Children‘s first names: Elizabeth and Marcus. Grandchildren‘s first names:Ali, Taylor, Zachary and Jacob.
Personal statement: ―I am into genealogy and the treasurer of the Genealogical Society of Broward County. I

Colleen B. Walker Scott. Significant other:
Keith. Retired?: Yes. Personal statement:
―We‘ve lived in Masonville all our lives.‖

1959.

have no family or the family needs time away from the
hospital. NODA is a good fit for me as I was blessed to
be with both of my parents at the moment they
passed. I know my presence was comforting for them
and my goal is to comfort others during their final
hours. My son, daughter, and granddaughter live
nearby. I have a stepson and two small grandchildren in
California. My grandson is a captain in the Air Force
stationed at Eglin AFB in Florida. Sidney is always in
my heart. Thank all of you who work on the SCSAA to
keep us together and thank you Jon De Temple for the
'Huddle'.‖

1958.

James ―Jim‖ Axtell. Significant other:
Susan. Vocation: College Professor, Author. Retired?: Sort of – in 2008. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Collecting books, writing, reading, and Maine
coast summers. Children‘s first names: Nathaniel
and Jeremy. Grandchildren‘s first names: Clark and
Zoe.
Alfred ―Fred‖ Bouvier. Significant other: Jan –
Rusty. Reside in Florida.

Richard ―Rich‖ Burger. Significant other: Pat
Esposito. Vocation: Engineer, CFO. Retired?: Yes,
from GE in 2001. Hobbies/Vacation activities: golf,
golf, and golf. Children‘s first names: Eric, Jason,
David, Mark and Kate. Grandchildren‘s first names:
Ashley, Kala, Elsa, Jacob and Joseph.
Susan Gloeckler Alcott. Significant other: Richard.
Vocation: Sue: RN; Rich – Sr. Engineering Associate –
NYSEG. Retired?: Yes – Sue, 2005; Rich, 2006. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Sue: knitting, sewing, reading
and camping; Rich – playing guitar, golf, kayaking and
camping. Volunteer activities: Church. Children‘s first
names: Lisa, Cindy and Chris. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Josh (12), Samantha (11) and Matthew (9). Personal statement: ―We stick pretty close to home. Sue‘s
mother (98 years old) lives with us. Sue is a retired
nurse but not as retired as hoped. Rich plays guitar with
a group at a local senior center. They have fun jamming
for two hours weekly. He is still active in church groups
and activities. We both enjoy reading Reflections. ‗Hi to
classmates‘.‖
Gunnar Noren. Significant other: Mary. Retired?: Yes,
in 2000. Hobbies/Vacation activities: golf, bowling,
gardening. Children‘s first names: Wife‘s – Bob, Gary
and Mike; mine – Eric, Candy and Jason. Grandchildren‘s first names: There are 6. Personal statement:
―Living full time in Florida since 2005 in 55+ golf community. Great place to live – High Point Golf Community, Brooksville, FL.‖

1957.

Patricia ―Pat‖ Bazata Hall. Significant other:
(J.) Robert. Retired?: Yes, in 1998. Hobbies/Vacation
activities: Bridge, reading, travel, and ―cheap labor‖ as
Robert and I renovated our house in Norwich. Volunteer
activities: Coordinate bridge group in Florida; treasurer
of mid-Florida Lakes Choral Club. Children‘s first
names: John R. Hall, Jr. and Joseph Hall (deceased).
Grandchildren‘s first names: Lena and Tiarnan (age 10
as of 11/08). Personal statement: ―I read Reflections
from beginning to end – great job, folks! We enjoy Florida and our summers in Norwich. Love company! We
hope to make summer vacation trips an annual event.
We cruised on the Danube with friends in ‘07, spent 8
wonderful days in Paris in ‘08 (based in an apartment –
I recommend it!) and are booked for a river cruise in ‘09
on the Rhone and Saone in France. Mrs. Opdyke would
have been amused at my attempts to resurrect my rusty
French. The SCS website is great, too. I think it should
be a benchmark for any alumni association. I was saddened by the passings this year of classmate Harold
Hager and former next door neighbor at 53 W. Main
Street, Sidney, Sally Owens Morrone.‖
Richard ―Dick‖ Wesner. Significant other: Laura
Michalete (deceased 2003). Retired?: Yes, in 2000.
Hobbies/ Vacation activities: Hunting. Children‘s first
names: Penny and Rick. Grandchildren‘s first names:
Samantha and Nicole.

1956.

Kathy Mason Crandall. Significant other:
Carlton. Retired?: Yes, in 1998. Volunteer activities:
Vice Chair Democratic Committee; animal shelter gift
shop. Children‘s first names: Mark, Jeff and David.
Grandchildren‘s first names: Tom, Scott, Justin and
Jesse. Great grandchildren‘s first names: KayLynn.
Personal statement: ―I worked on Democratic Committee for Kirstin Gillibrand, now a U.S. Senator. Worked
for Scott Murphy, now in Congress. Good year to be a
Democrat! Work spring, summer, and fall at an animal
shelter gift shop. We have a rescued dog – a sweet,
sweet girl. Husband golfs and is a great Yankee fan.
Unfortunately no travel. Took care of parents – no regrets.‖
Donna Garrison Domingo. Retired?: Yes, in 1981.
Hobbies/Vacation activities: Reading, cross-stitching,
traveling – Spain and Europe. Volunteer activities: Rota
Base Chapel, Protestant Women (PWOC), RAMIC
(retirees‘ association). Children‘s first names: Two
stepsons: James and Maurice. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Nicole. Great grandchildren‘s first names:
Nicholas. Personal statement: ―Though I don‘t get to
visit the Sidney area often, I love to get Reflections and
see what is going on in classmates‘ lives. I am still busy
(Continued on page 5)
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here in Rota, Spain, with my volunteering on the naval
base and working in the vineyard.‖

1955.

Lenora ―Lennie‖ Ellmauer Wainhouse. Significant other: Ronald. Vocation: Interior Designer.
Hobbies/ Vacation activities: Books, cooking, entertaining, shipping, gardening, and love ―playing‖ with my
home. Lake Tahoe, CA; CA wine country and Hawaii.
Children‘s first names: Robin, Philip, Christopher and
Karin. Grandchildren‘s first names: Tiffany, Jennifer,
William, Cole, Cooper, Wyatt and Spencer. Personal
statement: ―Ronald is an architect.‖
Donna Garrison Ketchum. Vocation: Secretary. Retired?: Yes, in 1999. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Reading, travel and cross-country skiing. Volunteer activities:
Hospice, church newsletter. Children‘s first names:
Penny, Kelly, Carla and Corey. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Casey, Kyle, Carrie, Nikki, Kayley, Danelle and
Cameron. Great grandchildren‘s first names: Ethan and
Allison. Personal statement: ―Looking forward to our
55th class reunion. Always great to come back to my
beginnings!‖
Richard ―Dick‖ Kuebler. Personal statement:
―Looking forward to my 55th reunion next year. I have
my 50th reunion at RPI coming in October. Best of all,
you do a wonderful job.‖
James ―Chip‖ McElroy. Personal statement: ―Thank
you for doing such an outstanding job.‖
Phyllis Turtur DuMond. Significant other: Clarence
(Steve) Dumond,‘52 Children: Tamra, Steven, Grandchildren: Sunniva, Bettina. Personal statement.―I retired
from nursing in 1997 but we still have our party rental
business. We also sell party supplies so it keeps me
quite busy. I keep Steve busy ordering parts, overseeing
repairs and waiting online. We sure enjoy getting the
newsletter and hope to get back some year for the reunion, maybe 2010. Keep up the good work.‖

1954.

Margaret Ellis Aubrey. Personal statement:
―I love reading the news of others in the paper. We are
well, retired, enjoy Sacandaga in the summer, Florida in
the winter. Keep up the good work.‖
Joyce Kirkland Vining. Significant other: Richard.
Vocation: Meat wrapper for Victory Markets. Retired?:
Yes, in 1990. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Branson,
MO; Pigeon Forge, TN; then on to Tucson, AZ for the
winter from Dec. 08 – Apr 09. Children‘s first names:
Deb, Mike, Cindy and Tom. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Gena, Nellie, Jackie, Sunny, Taylor, Lisa, Jeremy and Jonah. Great grandchildren‘s first names: Michael and Jason. Personal statement: ―I really enjoy
Reflections. It brings back a lot of good memories of our
teen years. Nice to hear how everyone is doing. We feel
so lucky to be healthy and to have each other after 40
years together. I hope our country can find peace and
harmony for the next generations to come.‖

1953.

Phyllis Betts Place. Significant other: Richard
Place (deceased 2006). Vocation: Secretary. Retired?:
Yes, in 2001 but still do part-time work typing, bookkeeping, and taxes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: My
great-grandchildren and helping others. Volunteer activities: Serving at church here [FL] and Maywood Historical Group, Sidney Center, NY. Children‘s first names:
Stephen, Sue and Amy. Grandchildren‘s first names:
Nikki, Tiffany, Stephen, Ritchie and Brandi (all adults).
Great grandchildren‘s first names: Phoenix (10), Kendall (3), Savannah (1) and Logan (1). Personal statement:
―How did retirement ever get called ―Golden Years‖? I
have a small motor home and have driven it to Sidney
Center, the past 3 years alone. However, I don‘t think I
will be up this summer (2009). I will miss seeing everyone and the nice cool weather. I‘ll be staying in Florida
and praying that we don‘t have any hurricanes.‖
Helma Bremser Chartier. Personal statement: ―I enjoy
reading Reflections – whoever organizes it does a great
job. Have you considered going the email or blog route
to save mailing costs? A few of the organizations I belong to have gone to that – just a thought. Do you have
an address for David Plummer and Mary Jane – would
like to send congratulations. Don and I were good
friends with Dave and his wife when we lived in Sidney.‖
David Seeley. Significant other: Velma. Vocation: Retired from teaching. Now clergy – jail chaplain.

Shirley Segall. Vocation: Registered Nurse. Retired?:
Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Listening to classical
music and reading. Children‘s first names: John and
Jennifer. Grandchildren‘s first names: Emma. Personal
statement: ―I moved to Green Valley, AZ, 20 miles
south of Tucson. I am living in an assisted/ independent
living facility. I am slowly adjusting to my new environment. I try to do as much as I can for myself. I enjoy
reading Reflections of SCSAA.‖

We Remember…
Florence MacDonald Hanft
1936
Mable Olmstead Cable
1938
Louis Wyss
1939

Fay Wilson Sawdy. Retired?: Semi-retired. Hobbies/
Vacation activities: Walking and line dancing. Volunteer activities: Church. Children‘s first names: Deb,
Kim, Vicki, Nancy, Becky and Lisa. Grandchildren‘s
first names: Christi, Chad, Darci, Brandy, Shannon,
Brianne and Cameron. Great grandchildren‘s first
names: Julian, Kaylee, Kiarra and Gracie.

Wanda Walker Waldron
1940
Deardre Farrier Goulette
1949
Lynn Bennett
1950

1952.

Benjamin ―Junior‖ Gloeckler. Significant
other: Eleanore Michel. Retired?: Yes, in 1991. Children‘s first names: Rosina, Niels, Amy and Alex.
Grandchildren‘s first names: James, Elizabeth, Aaron,
Zachary, Trenton and Katelyn.

Vera Mae Demeree Hasenjager
1955

Joy Juckette Chuma. Significant other: William. Vocation: Manager – Bell South. Retired?: Yes. Personal
statement: ―Married; four children (two each). Five
grandchildren. Four great grandchildren. Our annual allclass reunion luncheon was a blessing to be shorter
(talks and speeches)!‖

Joyce Dunshee Gohl
1959

Rebecca Jenkins Niles
1957

Joan Brown Gilbertsen
1960

Erma Scott MacDonald. Retired?: Yes, in 1999. Volunteer activities: Church and charity. Children‘s first
names: Cheryl and Richard. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Colin and Bryn.

David Unverferth
1960
Helen Tuckey Curtis
1961

Tom Rogers. Significant other: Ronna. Personal statement: ―Married, 3 children, 6 grandchildren.‖

Ethel Reed
faculty

Lawrence ―Larrie‖ Sheldon. Significant other: Jean
Prince. Vocation: Industrial Security. Retired?: Yes, in
1992.

Anthony ―Tonsee‖ Smith
1963

1951.

Thomas Gifford
1964

Dorothy Kalicicki West. Retired?: Yes, in
1997. Children‘s first names: Walter, Raymond, Nancy
and John. Grandchildren‘s first names: Amanda, Adam,
Patricia, Robert, Analesa and Marissa. Great grandchildren‘s first names: Hanna, Aiden and Everet.

Suzanne Morley Baisley
1967
Elson Fred Mackey
1967

Marguerite ―Rita‖ Place Hoag. Significant other:
Donald. Retired?: Yes, in 1994. Children‘s first names:
Debra and Mary. Grandchildren‘s first names: Lisa,
Chris and Mandy. Great grandchildren‘s first names:
Brydget, Bryttni, Dylon, Devynn, Makayla, Olivia and
Ty. Personal statement: ―Enjoy the Reflections and
hearing from anyone.‖

Kenneth Koepke
1969
Eric Snow
1975

1950.

Herman ―Herm‖ Riesen. Significant other:
Virginia. Retired?: Yes. Personal statement: ―Enjoying
our 2nd childhood riding our Harley with friends. God is
good. Even with aches and pains, life also has been
good. Hope to see all in 2010.‖
Virginia ―Jinny‖ Wagner Compton. Significant other:
Alfred Compton, ‘44. Vocation: Housewife. Children‘s
first names: Kristine and William. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Brian and Jennifer. Great grandchildren‘s first
names: Crysten, Melody, Abigail and Thaddeus.

1949.

Lillian Cutting Fowler. Significant other:
Douglas Fowler (deceased Feb 2003). Vocation: Postal
Worker. Retired?: Yes, in 1992. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Gardening, pinochle and pitch; reading; family
gatherings. Volunteer activities: Samaritan House, Fayette Street, Binghamton. We help the needy with household furniture and other needs, e.g., children‘s‘ clothing
etc. All items are given free to those in need. Children‘s
first names: Tracy, Steven and Susan. Grandchildren‘s
first names: Tracy, Joshua, Rebecca, Amy and Erica.
Great grandchildren‘s first names: Jacob, Anna and
Matthew. Personal statement: ―I just realized that I have
been graduated from Sidney Central School for 60
years. Wow! I have lived all of my adult years in Binghamton, but I still remember my Sidney High School
years with fondness. Thank you for your Reflections of
SCSAA.‖
Miriam ―Hot Rod‖ Hellerud Palmer. Significant
other: John E. Vocation: Process Planner at Amphenol.
Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Seamstress;
trip to California (March and April 2009). Children‘s
first names: Peter, Barbara, Jean and Robert. Grandchil-

dren‘s first names: Mitchell and Cole (Robert‘s children).

1948.

Mary Marjorie Suttle MacDonald. Retired?:
Yes, several times. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Reading, knitting and crossword puzzles. Volunteer activities: Knitting for cancer patients. Personal statement:
―Plugging along. Keep busy with helping others in
apartment complex – with appointments etc. Try to stay
out of trouble. Watch game shows and email relations
and friends. Left the Foster Grandparent Program at
school in April – too many germs in school that affected
my immune system.‖
Grace Hoyt Wright. Vocation: Borden Company. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Sewing, cooking, and lawn and garden. Volunteer activities: Food
bank, various church committees. Children‘s first
names: Charles and Joe.

1947.

Milton ―Milt‖ Alger. Significant other:
Laverna. Vocation: Graphic Arts (Printer). Retired?:
Yes, in 1986. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Green house,
traveling. Children‘s first names: Patricia, Michael,
Susan, David, Mark, Douglas and Timothy.
Dortha ―Dottie‖ Bidwell Volt. Significant other: William (deceased Feb 2009). Vocation: Housewife. Retired?: No retiring from this job! Hobbies/Vacation activities: Making all my greeting cards and writing the
verses. Children‘s first names: John, Mark, Gail and
Dave. Grandchildren‘s first names: Jeremy, Heidi,
(Continued on page 12)
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Class of 1959
Our 50th Reunion weekend started off with a Friday
golf tournament in which some members of our class
participated and did very well. All monies gleaned
from this tremendously popular event go to our Alumni
Scholarship fund. We are proud that every year, the
Sidney Alumni Association gives 6 to 8 scholarships
to graduating Seniors.
A Friday evening ice breaker was well attended and
gave us an opportunity to try to recognize former classmates, neighbors, teachers, etc. Especially gratifying
was when we actually recognized someone from our
past high school years without them giving us any hints!
Some of us rose early Saturday morning to venture on
the Ed Roelle Walking Trail by the Susquehanna
River. Our own Mary Anne Maynard Cramton heads
up this Alumni event. Famished by our walk, we enjoyed a pancake breakfast at the Elk's Lodge. As the 50
year celebrating class, we were responsible for forming
the March of the Classes . Led by Bonnie Provenzon
Curtis (dressed in a white graduation cap and gown), we
well represented this celebrating class of 50 years by
marching proudly in the Saturday morning March of the
Classes at the newly named "Alumni Field" at the West
Main Street High School. We all donned graduation
caps complete with tassels, decorated our "Class of '59"
banner and off we grandly marched to the delight of
spectators. We surely showed our "class spirit" in that
event!
Our roast beef and turkey buffet dinner at the Moose on
Saturday night capped off an exhausting day. 54 classmates with 35 guests made a total of 92 at our dinner. All classmates were given embroidered hats or
totes with "Class of 1959" on them, compliments of the
Class of ‗59. Dale Morrison designed the logo and embroidered all 80 items for us. A 50 Year Reunion Booklet was designed, edited and bound for the class by Bonnie Provenzon Curtis. This booklet included pictures
(past and present) and a short bio of each class member. Time was too short for us to catch up on the lives

The Sunday morning Memorial service was
held at the Walking Trail by the Susquehanna
River. Ginny Clum Tiska read the 18 names
of our deceased members. Many of us attended the Luncheon and Wall of Fame induction. Doug Sheldon heads up this dedicated committee and our own Carolyn Mang
Weeks was inducted. We are proud of the
fact that the Class of '59 has two members on
this distinguished Wall with Jim Axtell being
inducted in 2005.
It was a very satisfying weekend for all planners involved and we certainly look to our
next Reunion in 2014. But, there is already a
rumor that we may celebrate our 70th birthdays at Alumni Weekend 2011!
—Bonnie Provenzon Curtis

Class of 1967 celebrates 60!

Class of 1950
Class of 1967
Members of the Class of 1967 gathered Alumni Weekend to celebrate their 60th birthday year.
The weekend started off with a ―Welcome Weekend
Party‖ on Thursday night at the home of Ben and Diane
Graney Holbert. Many classmates gathered for an evening cookout and much catching up.
During the event a few prizes were given out to those
attending. Pam Lown Gilbert won a bottle of wine for
having her birthday closest to the celebration weekend.
Jerry Clutter won for being the youngest and received a
Dr. Seuss book: You Only Grow Old Once. Steve
McCumber won for being the oldest and received a
cane. The last prize went to Ray Closs for have traveled
the most miles to get here (over 6,000). He started his
trip in California and ventured around the country visiting many historic battlefields on his way to Sidney. His
gift was $19.67 for gas money.
Many of the class attended the Friday night ice breaker
at the VFW. Some also attended the March of the
Classes on Saturday before hitting the official Birthday
Party at the home of Pete and Amy (Miketta)
FitzGerald. Some of those who were unable to
attend Thursday came to Saturday‘s party and
everyone commented on what a wonderful time
everyone had. Peggy Logue Heidrich brought
many old ―Maroon and Whites‖ and everyone
enjoyed reading the old newspapers.
During Saturday‘s party a new class representative was appointed. Gail Horth Zeigler graciously
accepted the position. Talk has already begun
about our next reunion in 2012.

Decked out in their graduation caps, the class of ‗59 enjoyed
the March of the Classes
of everyone who attended, but we relished every minute
of seeing so many familiar faces and being able to visit
with those we could. Our delicious dinner was capped
by a beautiful 50th reunion cake donated by the Moose
Lodge, complete with a picture of our old High School
on it. Besides being pretty, it tasted yummy!

Diane and Amy would like to thank everyone who
contributed to the success of the parties and for all
the support of the class members during their time
as class representatives. For those in the class that
missed this party, we are sorry you couldn‘t make
it. Plan on our next reunion in 2012. Keep Gail
posted of any address or email changes.
—Diane Graney Holbert

A big ―thank you‖ again for a successful Alumni Weekend. A great time was had by all who attended. The
class of 1950 had their yearly picnic at the home of
Irene and Don Ingalls. We had 13 classmates present.
We are so grateful to the Ingalls family for hosting our
event each year. It‘s informal and a real chance to renew
friendships and share memories. We heard from eleven
classmates unable to attend. We always appreciate responses from those not able to attend. We are very
grateful to spouses who attend or write or call us. It
makes for our great group.
My motto has always been ―take the time‖ and some do.
It‘s rewarding. We have 29 deceased. Thanks again to
all for another great year. See ya all in 2010. It will be
our 60th. Wow! We are looking forward to that. Be sure
to pay your Alumni Association dues!!!
—Bev Pierce

Class of 1952

The Class of ‘52 had a mini class reunion this summer
in conjunction with the Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend. Twenty one members were able to attend a luncheon on Friday and our banquet on Saturday evening.
Because this reunion was called on such short notice
and not on our normal five year reunion schedule, several members were unable to attend, but they have
promised to be at our 60th in 2012. Carole Goldshine
Mayer and her husband Bob again presented members
of the class with a gift - a chocolate with a raised Sidney
Warrior on it.
Thanks to Wayne King, Helen Riesen Rosenkranz and
Eleanor Walters MacDonald for their efforts that made
this another successful reunion. We are already making
plans for our 60th which will be coming up in a couple
of years. If you have suggestions for us, please send
them to Wayne, Helen or Tom Rodgers. Don‘t forget to
support the SCS Alumni Association and send them
your membership dues.
—Tom Rodgers

Bette Waldron Dixon ,‗44 represented her class at the March
of the Classes.

Class of 1944
The Class of 1944 held their 65th reunion at the Old
Mill on July 18th with 13 attending (5 alumni and 8
guests). Only one was able to attend the march of the
classes. Our classmates were very generous in their
donations for expenses and we had a balance of $70.00
which has been donated to the "1000 Book Challenge".
—-Betty Dixon
The Class of ‗52
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Reunion News
The Class of 1984 25th Reunion
We kicked things off on Friday evening with an informal gathering at Teri
(D'Imperio) & Tom Schunk's house. The rain did not dampen our spirits as we
excitedly reminisced about our high school days, and we were glad to see a couple of classmates who had never been to a reunion before. Later, we literally
skipped across West Main Street to join the Friday night social at the VFW. It
was a late night for some, or I should say, an early morning!
Saturday afternoon began with a family picnic at Joe & Bonnie Tabone's house
on Old Hill Road. There was great food, swimming, music, and a spectacular
fireworks display in the evening by Tabone & Co. The celebrations continued as
many of us made our way to the Moose to listen to the music of Splash, and catch
up with other alumni.
In all, 30 members of our class attended alumni weekend, and we eagerly await
our 30th reunion. On behalf of the Class of 1984 I wish to thank Teri & Tom
Schunk for their hospitality on Friday evening. And to Joe & Bonnie Tabone
(and several others...you know who you are!) for their months of preparation and
planning to make our 25th an unforgettable one.
——Michelle Dann Stewart

Class of 1984
Donnie Pierce, Kevin Butler, Brett Johnson, Steve Bargher, Cory (Hall)
Rose, Jeff Wood, Mindy (Lamb) Doyle, Brian Simonds, Michelle (Dann)
Stewart, Joe Tabone, Teri (D'Imperio) Schunk, Jerry Meyer, Mike
Boyce, Sue (Howe) Miner, Paul Hayes, Todd Hunt, Pat Stevens, Robin
Goodrich. Missing from photo: Tom Spychalski, Beth (Gardner)
Plummer, Tracy (White) Graney, Kevin Beers, Michelle (Palmatier) Demeo, Don Mark, Brad Scott, Jack Bishop, Mark Burdick, Denise (Zieno)
Markowsky

Class of 1956

Class of ‗69
Kneeling: Irene Shofkom, Hulda Jackson
1st Row: Gerald Cutting, Mike Wood, Chris Bidwell, Roxann Anderson, Linda
Haynes, Vicki Egnaczak, Mary Barnes, Darla Rivenburg, Sue Shields, Connie Cole,
Karen Vandervort, Valerie Anderson, Margaret Wade, Randy Payne.
Back Row: Rich Olmstead, Steve Schaeffer, Jerry Smith, Capt. John Grenchenko,
Richard Gardner, Denis Egli, Doug Elliott, Steve McLaughlin, Arnie Jump, Wayne
French, Lynn Roof, Ken Secrest, Kevin Lloyd, Robert Alger, James Maltese, Earl
Higgins, Richard Cordes, Gary Hamilton, Randy Lambrecht.

Class of 1989

Class of 64
Class of 1948

1ST. ROW L-R - Beverly 'Andrews' Gregory, Martha 'Harvey' Ormsby, Don Wilson,
Lorraine 'Harvey' Angellotti, Norm Prindle, Paula 'Galloway' Prindle, Dick Dickson,
Helen Dickson, Alene 'Snover' Foutch, Reed Davidson, Helen Halbert, Shirley 'Hard'
Davidson, Arnold Wischhusen, Bunk Halbert, Mimi 'Isliker' Uhorchak, Anethma 'Cole'
Ireland, Bernie Zurn

Support Your
Alumni
Association!
Become a member TODAY!
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Alumni News!!!

Nicole Brace Pierce, ‘99, sent this picture of her two adorable children My son's
name is Orien and he's 4 and our "new" baby girl's name is Kaia. She was born
April 7, 2009.

Several Sidney Alumni attended the wedding of Bob Daugherty‘s daughter, Erin, on
September 26, 2009. (l-r) Karen Cycon Dermody, ‗63, Terry Dermody,‗65, Bob
Daugherty, ‗73, Dennis Dermody, ‗74, Susan Dermody Kuehn, ‗64, Sherry Dermody
Potter, ‗61

July Wedding for Sean and Meghan
Terry Boardman Hager,‗64, Sean White,‗02, Meghan Hager White,‗03, Tom Hager, ‗65.
Sean left for duty in Afghanistan shortly after his wedding He will return home in March of
2010.

Old friends get together again
Roberta Dalrymple August, Nancy Cycon Gunn and Dominic ―Punchy‖ August.

Below:
Finley Grace Steimer granddaughter of Norma
Hayward Steimer, Class of ‗63
―Here is our latest born a couple of days
ago. She looks so much like son Tom's baby
pictures. Tom and I are so lucky! Grandchild
13 is due Dec. 24th and #14 is due the end of
Feb. There is no doubt that I'm going to be
103 in a wheel chair and still working!!!‖

The ―Girls‖ of Troop ‗43
These are some of the 18 senior girl scouts from Troop 43 who graduated in 1964 and who have been coming back to reunions at the home of their leader, Jeanne Dilley, with their parents and husbands for 45 years now. From left to right they
are: Alice Wagner Schmidt, Patricia Cerquoz Ferrara, Patricia Dilley Dumond, Betsy Robertson Davis, Kathy Harris
Laws, Judy Kean Maines, Marikay McKinney Harper, Dody Oleynick Murphy, Terri Boardman Hager, Kristine Johnson
Chambers. Another girl who was part of this year‘s group but had to leave earlier was Marlene Davis Sanchez.

Alumni News!!!
Sidney Alumni Appear
in Taylor Swift Video
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Alumni Website Guestbook Aids
in Finding Owner of Class Ring

Brothers, Steve and Matt McKown were recently selected
to appear in a music video with country music star, Taylor
Swift. Steve responded to an ad in a Taylor Swift newsletter early in the summer and to his surprise was asked to
come to New York City, along with his brother, to film the
video. It was featured along with a live segment at the
VMA awards on September 13. The show took place at
Radio City Music Hall.
In the video, Matthew appears first, on the right side of the
subway car, about 1 minute and 45 seconds into the segment, wearing a light blue shirt. Steven can be seen singing
next to Swift starting at about 2 minutes into the segment, Steve and Matt McKown in front of Radio City Music Hall
with a dark shirt. The video can be seen on your computer in September
using this link;

By Dennis Demody ‗74
On June 2, 2009, I received an email from Keith Stockbridge
in New Woodstock, NY who said while cleaning a cabin he
recently bought, he found a blue stoned class ring from the
SHS Class of ‗74 with the initials "TLW" -- the only T.W.'s I
found for our class were Terri Wood or Toni Walker. I left a
message on the guestbook and on June 5, after hearing that I
posted something about a found class ring, Terry DeMott
(aka Terry Wood) contacted me to say that she lost her class
ring 35 years ago. A happy ending with someone being reunited with their lost class ring proves the power of the
Alumni Website!

http://www.mtv.com/videos/misc/435681/taylor-swift-youbelong-with-me-live.jhtml#id=1620605
Because Matt and Steve were part of group featured on the
subway car, they were placed on the red carpet before the
show, just as the stars exited their cars and stepped up for
their interview with the waiting press.
Many stars leaned down to slap the hands of this group
including Jack Black and Beyonce. It really was a fantastic experience and they love that Taylor Swift is such a
creative and thoughtful person allowing fans to get involved with her.
The brothers enjoyed the experience and were happy to see
the ―behind the scenes‖ work that goes into creating something like this.
Steve is 2009 graduate, now a freshman at SUNY Oneonta
studying field Biology Matt is 2006 graduate studying Mechanical and Electrical Engineering at RIT. Mom, Kim is
1981 alumni working for Hewlett Packard as an IT Services Manager (use to be Telecom Mgr as DailyStar reported, but not currently) Dad is not from Sidney, but he
manages the new RiteAid in Sidney.

Tracy Peck ‗92 and Michelle Alder are planning a wedding for Labor Day
weekend, 2010.

Two Beautiful Ladies.
Susan Dermody Kuehn ‗64 and her mother Mary Dermody

Karen and Terry Dermody attended the wedding of Karen‘s son Michael Jastremski on July 25, 2009.
(l-r) Susan Jastremski Pastor, Karen Dermody ‗63. Julie Goodman Jastremski, Michael Jastremski, Terry Dermody,
‗65, Kristen Jastremski-Jones, Kim Jastremski-Hovis, George Hovis. And in the front—the most beautiful grandchildren ever: Emma Pastor, Sofia Rose Jones, Ray Michael Hovis and Josie Hovis. The opinions regarding grandchildren
expressed in this caption are strictly those of the editor.

Bob Daugherty, ‗73 on the right with his daughter,
Erin and her new husband, Paul Kibbe.

Dave Hollister, Nancy Gunn and Vicki McDowell danced
in the streets in July with the owners of Z Spice of Life in
Sidney.
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Reunion Weekend Memories
Class of 1979

The Class of 1979 celebrated their 30th class reunion
during SCSAA‘s weekend. Friday, July 17th we met at
the Sidney American Legion for an ice breaker.
Laughter filled the air as we all reminisced about our
numerous antics from high school days. Many classmates won Sidney Warrior items from the silent auction. We were pleased that our former teachers, Mr.
Davidson and Mrs. Wilklow, joined us.
On Saturday morning, some of us made our way up the
hill to Alumni Field for the March of the Classes. We
proudly took our spot in the line up and walked the
short parade route. We decided it was so much fun
that we went around for a second time!
On Saturday night, a delicious buffet dinner at the
Sidney Elks Lodge was attended by approximately
fifty classmates. Some traveled from California, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, Ohio and North Carolina.
John Gregory served as emcee for the evening. Several prizes were awarded to classmates who traveled
the farthest, have the most children, have the most
grandchildren and have been married the longest. John
recognized our class members who have served in the
armed forces, as well as remembered our classmates
who have passed away.
This weekend provided many of us with the opportunity to become reacquainted with our classmates. We
are grateful for the chance to reconnect with each
other. There has been some talk of holding a 50th
birthday party reunion! Everyone is encouraged to
keep their information up to date on the SHS Class of
‘79 website: www.classcreator.com/Sidney-NY-1979 .
—-Jill Curtis Brazee

Ginny Phillips Giles, Bob Liljequist and Mary Ann Maynard Cramton at the Nature Walk

Erma Hauschild Marble ‗39

The sign speaks for itself: Mighty indeed!

Class of 1979

Jon Ed Bon Fed, caricature artist.
One of his creations is on the right.

Golfing Family: Bryan Innes ‗01,
Ed Gunn, Tracy Peck ‗92

Dave Ineich and Kermit Marble at the Pancake
Breakfast at the Elks Lodge.

Class of 1963

Deb Puffer encouraging golfers to
update their memberships.

Elma Taylor ‗56, puts out the March of Classes signs before the march.
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Reunion Weekend Memories

Nancy Cycon Gunn ‗65, Bernie Zurn ‗48 danced at the Saturday
Night Social at the Moose Lodge.

Class of 1999 Celebrating 10 Years
L-R: Jeff DuFour, Jason Thompson, Arin French, Tom Utter (front), Steve Martin (back),
Anne Test, Nicole (Brace) Pierce (front), Melissa (Lukose) Kreso (back), Jennifer Behnke
(front), Matt Farrell (back), Casey Galley, Stacey Warner, Brianna DuMond, Ryan Erbe,
Jennifer Peck-Wells, Stacy Champlin, Jennifer Atten, Beth (Backus) Dix, Jennifer (Corey)
Hartz, Jeanine Ferrara.

Reunion of ―Brooklyn‖ neighbors.
Front: Willard ―Hummy Hulbert, Back: Joyce McDonald Alexander, Bobbie
Dalrymple August, Louis ―Scrap‖ Mazzarella, Dom ―Punchy‖ August

Chuck Yenson, Deb Tomkins, Vicki Miller Kulze, Joelene Wood
Cole, Connie Cole Peck—Class of 1970

Left: In order to March you only need to show up—one
or 20 it is still a lot of fun!

Save the Date!
Alumni Weekend, 2010
July 16-18

Class of 1980 Planning 30th
Reunion in 2010

Class of 1970
The Class of 1970 will be having their 40th Reunion
during Alumni weekend 2010. Please mark your calendars for July 16-18 and plan to join us for the best celebration yet!
Contact Vicki Miller Kulze
dkulze@stny.rr.com

Margaret Cycon,‘40 and Joe Wright ‗75 at the Alumni
Luncheon

We are having our 30th reunion Alumni Weekend, 2010
with a kick off at the Bowling Alley in Sidney Friday
night. We hope to participate in the other Alumni
Weekend events including the March of the
Classes. We will be having our own class dinner on
Saturday night in the Sidney/Sidney Center area and we
will end the weekend at the Alumni Luncheon on Sunday.
Contact Cathy Walsh Sterns on Facebook or via email-candmstearns@att.net or by phone--770-9549938. Cathy would be happy to talk to anyone from the
class or anyone who has been in the class and would
like to reconnect.

SCS Holds Open House for
Returning Alumni
Welcome signs and student guides greeted people attending the open house at the high school during Alumni
Weekend in July. According to Sheri Kinsella‖76,
―Dorothy Riddell Iannello (an Oneonta grad!) organized
the school tour with her cousin, Terri Theobald.
She went all out decorating and providing water bottles
and candy to those who came to tour! I just wanted to
recognize her as she is not even a Sidney graduate and
has done this for the past few years in Sandy Cooper and
Annette Hammond‘s absence. They were both out of
state.‖

Richard and Robert Day ‗64 and Bill Cable‘63 enjoyed
the tour and are pictured here with their student guide.

The guest book included 44 signatures plus the Tour
Guides: Terri, Brad, and Sara Theobald, Joey Morris,
Anthony and Gloria Papastrat, Beth Pinney, and Kathleen Innes. Thanks from the SCSAA to all who made
this such a success.

Student tour guides
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Corey, Tom, Andy, Cody, Trevor, Paul and Katie.
Great grandchildren‘s first names: Parker, Ember and
Haylee. Personal statement: ―Thanks for the great Reflections – I read every word. Good job. I still love this
desert climate. I lost Bill to cancer in February this year
[2009]. I‘ve been on oxygen 24/7 for four years and
that limits my lust for traveling. For several years all
the kids and grandkids make a trip to the Outer Banks
for a two-week stay. Nothing I have ever done was better than that. Before Bill became ill we traveled to
Alaska, Mexico, California, Oregon, Arizona – just
being tourists and loving learning all the different cultures. Life has been good to me. Trying to find a way to
visit Sidney – my home town!‖
Joyce MacDonald Alexander. Significant other:
Bruce. Retired?: Yes. Children‘s first names: Sue,
Donna and Ralph. Grandchildren‘s first names: Geoff,
Greg, Andrew and Austin. Great grandchildren‘s first
names: Glen.
Louise ―Lou‖ Niles Westlund. Significant other: Donald. Vocation: Office Manager. Retired?: Yes, in 1991.
Hobbies/Vacation activities: Quilting and reading. Children‘s first names: Nels, Anna and Mark. Grandchildren‘s first names: Amber, Karl, Nelsson, Ethan and
Elese.

1946.

Marion ―Mamie‖ Fisk Stead. Significant
other: Donald. Retired?: Yes. Hobbies/Vacation activities: Nags Head, NC – loved it – we went two times.
Children‘s first names: Richard, David and Julie.
Grandchildren‘s first names: Sarah, Fille and Ali. Personal statement: ―Don still in nursing home. Doing
very well but with osteoarthritis he needs to be careful
not to fall. I fell a year ago and shattered my hip. I am
still using a walker and am in much pain. Still can‘t
drive so life sorta‘ sucks at this point. ‗Hi!‘ to all.‖

1943.

Roberta ―Bobbie‖ Dalrymple August. Significant other: Dom. Retired?: Yes, in 1997. Children‘s
first names: Jennie and Nikki. Grandchildren‘s first
names: Kristina, Sheri and Ronnie. Great grandchildren‘s first names: Natalie, Ethan, Max and Billy.
Joseph A. Long. Personal statement: ―Thanks for
sending the alumni paper. Doris and I are enjoying
good health in spite of being 85 and 84. May dear old
Sidney High live on!‖
Elizabeth ―Betty‖ Zurbruegg Simpson. Significant
other: Deceased. Vocation: Secretary. Retired?: Yes, in
1987.Hobbies/Vacation activities: Reading and traveling. Children‘s first names: Sheryl. Grandchildren‘s
first names: Cindy, Amy and Jaime. Great grandchil-

dren‘s first names: Isabella, Brett, Sara, Madison, Connor, Sophia, Brady and Hudson. Personal statement: ‖I
was School Secretary for five years, working for Principals Franklyn Barry and Ralph Pyle.‖

1941.

Charles Downin. Retired?: Yes, in 1978.
Children‘s first names: Kathryn, Ramond and Robert.
Grandchildren‘s first names: Melissa, Todd, Jeffrey,
Andrew and Matthew. Great grandchildren‘s first
names: Alison, Olivia, Thomas, Jackson, Abigail,
Oscar, Harley, Finn and Sophie.

1937.

Elizabeth ―Betty‖ Smith Rowe. Significant
other: Charles. Vocation: Homemaker. Retired?: Yes.
Hobbies/Vacation activities: Cocoa Beach, FL – January to April; Syracuse – November/ December to May/
June; Chenango Lake, Norwich, NY – July to October.
Children‘s first names: Daniel, Carolee and Kathleen.
Grandchildren‘s first names: Michael, Meghan, James,
Kathryn, Michael #2, Amy, Carrie, Daniel and Allison.
Great grandchildren‘s first names: Charlie and Grant.
Personal statement: ―My husband and I will be celebrating our 68th wedding anniversary in August [2009].

1934.Walter

―Walt‖ Schaeffer. Significant other:
Carolyn. Vocation: Personnel Administration – Bendix.
Wife: taught Reading and English in Junior High. Children‘s first names: Steve and Chris.

Faculty
Edward A. Abbot, Jr. Nicknames: probably many
among the students. Significant other: Maureen. Vocation: From 1966-1998 – taught at SCS – Social Studies
II, Economics, and Psychology. Retired?: Yes, in
1998. Volunteer activities: School board for 9 years –
retired ―again‖ a couple of years ago. Children‘s first
names: Kathryn, Kristine and Edward III. Grandchildren‘s first names: Christopher, Emma, Matthew, Abigail, Kevin, Joshua and Kiley.
Bertha ―Bert‖ Bouvier Donnelly. Significant other:
Patrick (Pat). Vocation: Teacher in Sidney from 1939
until 1958. Retired?: Yes. Personal statement: [Ed‘s
note: information supplied by niece Judy Bouvier Austin]. ―My aunt Bertha Bouvier Donnelly taught school
in Sidney from around 1939 until she was married in
1958. She was part of the first faculty at the Sidney
Pearl Street Elementary School. They moved to the
Utica area where she continued to teach for several
years. This April, she celebrated her 100th birthday at a
party attended by over 200 friends and family. She still
enjoys keeping in touch with her friends, relatives, and
former students.‖

Lola VanWoert. Vocation: Taught 4th and 2nd grades –
1951 – 1979. Retired?: Yes, in 1979. Children‘s first
names: Shari and Juli. Grandchildren‘s first names:
Jessica, Nathan and Alexis. Personal statement: ―Thank
you for continuing all your hard work. I look forward to
every issue of your paper and I read it from cover-tocover. It‘s hard to believe some of my students are already retired. Some have been so successful and some
have achieved so much to help others. Keep up the
great work of this paper.‖
Marlene Wilklow. Significant other: Ted. Personal
statement: ―I taught high school English for 13 years
and was a principal of elementary school for 11 years.‖
Stefka Z. Eaton. Personal statement: ―I am retired and
still live in Sidney in my daughters‘ childhood home.
My children: Katherine A. Ignatowski, ‘96) – Kate
lives in Fayetteville, North Carolina; she is married and
has two children. Shane F., ‘98, is in Law School at
Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA. Elizabeth S.
Eaton-Ferenzi, 2000 – Liz is in Honduras. She is in
the US Army and pilots Black Hawk helicopters. She
performs Medevac missions, disaster relief, and drug
intervention. She is married.‖

Parents
Regina ―Reggie/Reg‖ Grassi Meno. Significant other:
James Vocation: Nutrition counselor; occasionally substitute at SCS. Personal statement: ―My husband and I
moved to Sidney about 16 years ago. We own ScovilleMeno [auto]. We have four children, two graduated
from SCS (2006 and 2009). We love the community
and are very involved with school and local organizations.‖

Congratulations to the
2009 SCSAA
Scholarship Recipients
Christopher Creamer
Dillon Ives
Dominic Williams
Rachel Ward
Zachery Finch

Kristina T. Germond Scholarship
Cassandra Hoblitz

(Continued from page 1)

close enough for my children to attend Sidney Central
School District and take part in community events.
Zachary is almost 12 and he enjoys playing football,
riding mountain bike and dirt bikes. Faith is 5. She loves
cuddling up to our new baby bunnies and has already
started playing Field Hockey for Aunt Josie‘s Youth
Field Hockey League We love weekend sporting events
and staying connected to family and friends.
The Sidney Central School Alumni Association is the
perfect platform to do just that; staying connected to the
people that you grew up with and meeting new people
with a common bond—Sidney High School. I have met
incredible people during the past few years that I have
been working with SCSAA and that would not have
been possible if I hadn‘t become a member; if I hadn‘t
made the commitment to be actively involved with
SCSAA‘s annual events and most recently, by sitting on
the Board of Directors. I am proud to volunteer for such
an amazing organization.

Greg Davie 1976
You can view Greg Davie‘s personal statement on our
website www.sidneyalumni.org

We Are On Facebook!
Join the SHS Alumni on Facebook! Go to the
Association website www.sidneyalumni.org and
follow the facebook link.

Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler and
daughter, Faith Wheeler

The SCSAA commissioned this portrait of the Pleasant Street
School by artist, Marion Simpson. Prints are available. Contact any board member.

Vote for
Jessica Wheeler
Greg Davie
Send this ballot to
SCSAA,
PO Box 2186,
Sidney, New York, 13838
or visit our website www.sidneyslumni.org and cast your
ballot there.
You must be a current member of the SCSAA for your
vote to be tallied. Not a member? Join today at our address or on the website.

Marion Simpson and Dennis Porter
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Alumni Association
Demographics

Class
Year

SCSAA
Members

State

Alumni
Population

Class
Year

SCSAA
Members

State

Alumni
Population

1931

1

AK

6

1970

24

MT

5

1932

1

AL

23

1971

17

NC

145

1933

3

AR

10

1972

14

ND

1

1934

1

AUSTRALIA

3

1973

11

NE

3

1935

1

AZ

63

1974

10

NH

27

1936

0

BOLIVIA

1

1975

8

NJ

62

1937

2

BRAZIL

1

1976

15

NM

13

1938

4

CA

161

1977

12

NORWAY

1

1939

2

CANADA

4

1978

8

NV

18

1940

6

CO

38

1979

11

NY

3440

1941

4

DC

3

1980

8

OH

46

1942

4

DE

18

1981

6

OK

12

1943

8

DENMARK

1

1982

1

OR

21

1944

9

FINLAND

1

1983

3

PA

115

1000 Book Challenge

1945

20

FL

426

1984

7

RI

15

Holiday Shopping? Include a donation of a book or the
price of one in your gift giving.

1946

10

FRANCE

1

1985

3

SAMOA

1

1947

18

GA

54

1986

5

SC

65

1948

24

HI

5

1987

5

SD

3
1

―Wherever in the world have we gone?‘ Taking just a
few liberties with our old Alma Mater, we have put together the table at the right to let you see where the people who are on our roster are living in 2009.
You will also note the breakdown of current membership by class year. Take a look at the numbers and imagine what it would be like for the Association if we had
even 50% of each class currently paying membership
dues. Oh, the things we could accomplish!
Please increase the number you see by sending your
membership dues to the Association address: SCSAA,
PO Box 2186, Sidney, New York 13838, or pay using
paypal at our website www.sidneyalumni.org.

Send it to SCSAA, PO Box 2186, Sidney New York,
13838 and help us reach our goal.

Please patronize our alumni advertisers

1949

14

IA

5

1988

2

SOUTH KOREA

1950

15

ID

7

1989

3

SPAIN

1

1951

23

IL

25

1990

6

TN

40

1952

32

ITALY

1

1991

5

TX

96

1953

27

JAPAN

2

1992

1

UNITED
KINGDOM

2

1954

26

KS

11

1993

4

UT

1

1955

24

KY

22

1994

1

VA

157

1956

27

LA

5

1995

1

VT

17

1957

14

MA

92

1996

2

WA

24

1958

20

MD

75

1997

0

WI

8

1959

46

ME

15

1998

2

WV

5

1960

31

MI

24

1999

1

WY

2

1961

45

MN

15

2000

2

1962

37

MO

31

2001

2

1963

40

MS

7

2002

0

1964

36

2003

0

1965

36

2004

1

1966

32

2005

0

1967

20

2006

0

1968

36

2007

0

1969

26

2008

0

2009

0

Get to Know the Sidney
Historical Associaton

and friendly volunteers who love to chat about Sidney.
Consider becoming a member for just $10 a year or $50
for a lifetime! The form can be found on our website.

Erin Andrews (‘03), SHA President

Check in with us for updated information on these topics
or anything else on your mind by stopping into the Historical Room (Civic Center Room 218). You can also
email us at sidneyhistorical@stny.rr.com, visit our website at http://www.sidneyonline.com/sha, or check out
our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
SidneyHistoricalAssociation.

We‘ve been busy at the Sidney Historical Association,
and there‘s more in store for the upcoming months. Over
the last year, we have had successful programs on Sidney‘s railroads, the Johnston family, and general local
history. We also held an Antiques Appraisal event, our
Annual Christmas Luncheon, and hosted Sidney‘s fourth
graders in our Historical Room as they studied local history.
Currently, our biggest project is putting together a book
with Arcadia Publishing, a nationally recognized company. You may have seen their sepia-toned local history
books in stores across the county. The book will be simply entitled ―Sidney‖ and showcase a pictorial history of
the town. We‘ve been very busy choosing images, researching Sidney‘s past, and writing captions. Each
month, we hold a workshop at the Historical Room to
meet and work on this important project. The most recent book on Sidney history was written in 1972 during
our bicentennial and the only other photographic history
was published over 100 years ago! If you‘d like to help
with the book, please contact us. We will be finished
with our work in December and hope to see the final
product out in the summer, so keep an eye out for it!
The Sidney Historical Association has great resources
for studying local history: over 100 years of microfiche
from local newspapers, a large collection of obituaries
and genealogical information, displays and photographs,

We‘re always looking for volunteers, so if you can spare
a Wednesday evening or Thursday morning, let us know.
Also, if you have thoughts for a program you‘d like to
see us put on, please contact us. We would love to hear
from you!

Historic Throws For Sale
Looking for a special gift for a current or former resident of Sidney? How about buying a handsome cotton
throw from the Sidney Historical Association?
Pictures of significant buildings such as the Hatfield
Auto Company, the D&H & O&W RR Depot, and Scintilla are displayed in the woven black and natural tapestry. These 48‖ X 68‖ throws are made in the USA. They
are also machine washable. There are a limited number
of throws to be sold.

Please call Bonnie Curtis at 563-1547 or e-mail jnbcurtis@stny.rr.com for price, purchase and delivery information.
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Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Faculty
July 19, 2009

Dennis Porter and Doug Fessenden shared the happy task of introducing Steve
Schaeffer.

Doug Sheldon, Jack Deuel, Marlene Wilklow

Doug Sheldon introduced fellow classmate, Carolyn Mang Weeks.

Bonnie Curtis was presented with the Keep in Touch Award for excellence
in communicating with her Class of 1959.

All Class Reunion Luncheon
and Wall of Fame Induction
Ceremony—A Great Tribute
By Deb Woytek Puffer, ‗68
I have been to the alumni luncheon now for the last 9
years and every year it is such an honor to meet the
inductees and hear what great things they have done in
their lives. I think the Sidney school district should be
proud of what their alumni and faculty have achieved.
I know that Doug Sheldon and his committee work
diligently to nominate the right candidates, year after
year and I commend their dedication. Doug goes above
and beyond his responsibilities to make sure everything is perfect for the luncheon ceremonies. He has
streamlined the affair and it goes very smoothly and is
very time efficient.
Attendance has dropped in the past years and I just
want to take this opportunity to encourage everyone to
make the All Alumni Sunday luncheon a part of their
alumni weekend. It is a great way to show your respect
for your fellow alumni and to show your support for
your Alumni Association.

Greg Davie recognized the classes present at the
Luncheon.
Peter Palmer, ‘72 lead the crowd in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag. Peter was inducted into
the Wall of Fame in 2008.

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMe
mbershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMemb
ershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembers
hipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembership
MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership
JOIN NOW!!!!
SCSAA President Terry Dermody welcomed everyone to the All
Class Reunion Luncheon
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Sports Hall of Fame and Homecoming
October 2-3, 2009
Coach Morrison called upon the fatherdaughter team of Hall of Famer and former
Athletic Director Fran Redmond and Carole
Redmond Stanbro ('76). Carole said her dad
made the ―perfect choice‖ when it came to bringing in
the young Mary Mandigo to Sidney in 1968, just a few
year prior to the passing of Title IX, which allowed
girls to enjoy the same athletic opportunities as the
boys.

SCSAA‘s Sports Hall of Fame Honors
Newest Inductees Homecoming Weekend
For the third consecutive year, an attendance record
was set at the Sidney Central School Alumni Association‘s Sports Hall of Fame Induction Dinner and Ceremony. This year's dinner, the seventh annual affair,
was held at the Sidney Elks Lodge Saturday, October
3.
Honored as the Class of 2009 were: Asa Decker Jr.
(‘54), Gerald ―Gerrie‖ Stone ('65), Shirley Pierce ('79)
and Coach Mary Morrison. In addition, the Third Annual Legacy Award recipients were the 12-0 Wrestling
Team which placed five members in the top five at the
New York State Tournament including two who were
State Champions.
Since instituting the Legacy Award and combing the
Induction Weekend with the Homecoming celebration
at Sidney Central School, the appeal of the Sports Hall
has increased dramatically. Previously the Induction
dinner and ceremony were held over Thanksgiving
weekend. Master of Ceremonies Greg Davie ('76) held
everyone's interest as the night's honorees spanned
more than 40 years in their careers at Sidney. Eleven
former inductees were also in attendance as well as a
good number of former Legacy honorees.
The annual sports memorabilia auction brought in more
than $1,100. Items ranged from autographed baseballs
to a Michael Phelps autographed swim cap (thanks to
Mike Lynch '75) plus a time share in Hilton Head, SC
offered by Hall of Famer and 1963 graduate Mike
Gallup. There were also some sports giveaways for the
correct answers to Sidney trivia questions.
All inductees chose meaningful individuals who gave
the traditional ―introductory speech‖:
Asa Decker chose former childhood friend and high
school teammate Ted Tacea ('54). Ted threw Asa ―one
more pass‖ with his intro, using a small basketball to
symbolize their many games and memories from the
late '40s and early '50s. For Gerrie Stone, there was
only one choice – Hall of Fame wrestling Coach Tom
Robertson. Tom hearkened to ―toughness‖ Gerrie exhibited while putting Sidney wrestling ―into the big
time in New York State‖.
Shirley Pierce, asked her first varsity basketball coach
Donna St. John ‗61 to do the honors. Donna recalled
how Shirley's ability at a young age ―stood out among
the older girls who were still trying to find their way‖.

Sidney High Band at the Homecoming Game

The speeches from all four inductees were extremely
well done. They touched on their various Sidney experiences in a unique way, with pride and humility.
The gratitude shown by these fine individuals was
genuine. The Hall of Fame Committee, consisting of
eleven alumni and coaches, felt this was an amazing
group to be honored. They represented their alma mater
(or coaching career) with class and dignity.

Shirley Pierce, Donna Drotar St. John

Next came the Legacy Award, with wrestling captain,
Lonnie Warner '65, assisting Coach Robertson to recall
that incredible season of 1964-65. Of the 18 studentathletes who participated on that team, all but three
(two wrestlers) came back or had family representation
for those who had passed away.
Each wrestler received a specially embroidered Varsity
―S‖ and wrestling pin, reminiscent of their athletic honors from almost 45 years ago. Committee member
Larry Halbert ('75) made a commemorative booklet
detailing the season match by match and tournament by
tournament.
It was such a special reunion for the wrestlers that they
planned out a wardrobe (white shirt and maroon tie)
and they held three get-togethers besides the dinner –
the Sidney football game and post-game reception on
Friday; a coffee gathering at Tom and Jane Robertson's house Saturday morning; and a farewell breakfast on Sunday.
For several years, proceeds from the dinner, consisting
of sponsorships, dinner tickets and the auction have
been donated to the Sidney High School Athletic Department. The SCSAA board has not yet determined
where this year‘s proceeds will be spent, but a part of
it will go toward the purchase of custom plaques to
showcase all the Sports Hall of Fame members. The
Hall of Fame Committee has many individuals and
groups/businesses. Your support was deeply appreciated – we could not do any of this without you.

Mark, Randy and Peggy Payne with Coach Redmond

SHOF Inductees and Legacy Award Honorees during the half time ceremonies of the
SHS Homecoming Football Game, October 2, 2009

SCSAA President, Terry Dermody, Gerrie Curtis,
Tom Robertson

Carole Redmond Stanbro, Mary Morrison, Coach Redmond

Wayne Terry, Rick Smith,

Noel Kobia, Tom Robertson, and Doug Fessenden
(front) enjoy the Homecoming Football Game October
2, 2009
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SHS Alums Remember Fairbanks Pharmacy
In 1866 the H.C. Weller Drug Store was established in
Sidney in the area where C.H. Landers Funeral Chapel
is now located. Mr. Weller had his own building
erected on the street corners of Liberty and Main in
1887. When he died in 1902 his son-in-law, D. M. Bowers, took over.
Berton C. Fairbanks had been a clerk at Weller‘s Drug
Store. In 1905 he received his pharmacist license. Mr.
Fairbanks bought the business in 1911 and changed the
name to Fairbanks Pharmacy. He retired in 1955.
On July 1, 1955 Elwin VanValkenburg purchased the
pharmacy. His son, David, helped out at the store during his teen years. By 1985 Dave was working there as
a pharmacist. He bought the business from his father in
1992. Fairbanks Pharmacy closed its doors on July 14,
2009. There are many who have fond memories of this
business and here are some of them.
I grew up on Pleasant Street, across from the old High
School and a short walk from a vibrant Main Street that
had everything a young lad could want -- movie theatre,
bakery, candy store, and of course the Fairbanks Pharmacy. Fairbanks is where, just before
Christmas my dad would take us kids to help pick out
our tree, an annual family affair that involved dad holding one tree after another for our inspection, shaking
snow off the bows as we voted on which one was best
tree.
One specific memory of Fairbanks really stands out,
though. Remember the baseball cards with bubble gum
that you could buy for a penny or two each? Well, it
happened that one day I stumbled across a small box of
maybe 100 pennies on my father's bedroom dresser, and
succumbing to temptation, I took the pennies to Fairbanks and spent them all on baseball cards. Unfortunately these coins were a rare collection of Indian Head
pennies my father had inherited from his father. A life
lesson indeed. The good news is that the folks at Fairbanks realized the situation, called the house later, and
returned the rare coins to dad. I've often wondered if
that kind of consideration would occur in today's world.
–Jim McIntyre, Class of 1960
*****
I did not know that Fairbanks had closed. That was a
shock and also sad because I have many memories from
there. I worked there before and after school and on
Saturdays (I believe) back in 1953 and 1954. Mr. Fairbanks was a great man and a very fair boss. One of the
things that I remember the most about him was his favorite saying -"A place for everything and everything in
its place." I still try and go by that to this day. There
were also many, many memories from working with
Bob Green, Hugh Thomas and Bob's wife (I believe her
name was Bea). Then there was also the fact that the
Drug Store was also the Greyhound bus stop. That also
was an interesting time.
--Bob Marr Class of 1954
*******
I was one of Fairbanks last employees. I worked there
part/full time for the last 15 years. There are so many
stories and memories that I could share from those
wonderful years working there. I can sum all of them
up in this simple word... FAMILY. That's right, not
only did the workers become family, so did the customers. As they all changed from time to time, people
would still stop back just to say hi to us, that remained.
As customers would pass on, a piece of me, of all of us
workers would pass on as well. I still remember some
of my first customers, back in the day when I would
barely say a word, and now when I see them it's like
running into a long lost relative. Some customers have
taken the role of grandparents, since I no longer have
any living. Others have just become really good friends,
some of whom I truly miss a great deal since moving
over to Rite Aid, when they didn't.
I also wanted to reflect on when I was growing up, two
memories that have stuck with me always. One being
when I was 12 and needed a wrist brace, Dave was
there to help my Dad and I pick out one. I don't remember how much it was but I do remember that my Dad
only had $12 on him at the time and Dave said well
enough. The care and concern never changed, it was
always there for the customer in need. The second thing
I remember is Paul, always being there to talk with the
customers, making them feel right at home. I miss the
family run business and most of al,l our "family" (our
customers). Thanks again for honoring a

wonderful business. Thanks to Van, Pris and Dave for
keeping it going as long as it did.
--Christine (Rutenber) Newell, Class of 1993

*****
I was class of ‗71 and, as such, was friends with the
VanValkenburgs. Ann (71) and Pam (72) were two of
my favorite classmates and I remember spending a fair
amount of time drinking cool aid at their house on Pineview Terrace (they later moved to Melrose).
As I remember, when I was a junior I went to work
there. I am sure Ann had something to do with that –
probably badgering her father to hire me. I think it was
after school and Saturdays and during the summer. I
worked with Van, his brother Paul, Carol Barnhart,
Diane Graney Derrick, Lucille Freleigh (cosmetics),
Mary Terry, Byron, Pat (Hallmark). I hope I haven‘t
forgotten anybody but it has been 40 years!

Bill Price's daily jokes.
Waiting on customers.
What I remember most is the family atmosphere. The
respect and patience that Van had for everyone. The opportunity to meet people from the community, and learning how to communicate with them. Van gave me a job
for a few months after my mother died until I returned to
college, a gesture I will never forget. David also was like
Van in the respect and patience he gave all customers and
employees. I will miss Fairbanks, but most of all I will
remember the good times. I wish all members of this family, past and present, all the best for the future.
- Floyd Howard, Class of 1965
*****
Many of us remember stopping there to use the phone
to call home for a ride after an activity downtown. They
were always so gracious.
-Ginni Mirabito Brandt, Class of 1968

My main job was re-stocking shelves with supplies
from a rather eerie basement, but I also liked working
the counter and gift wrapping the countless boxes of
Russell Stover chocolates we sold. Additionally, Rexall‘s would always sponsor special sales or promotions
so there were lots of things to assemble, re-organize and
later breakdown.

*****
My chief memory of Fairbanks was how kind the VanValkenburgs were, and I think it might have been my
first taste of a department store--just window shopping-looking at the variety of stuff! And, I loved the slanted
ramp to enter the store. I don't know any other building
anywhere with an entryway like that. Made it seem like
we were entering another world--another level.
-Dianne Gregory, Class of 1963

I am not sure if it was just me (being a part time student) or everyone, but pay day came in cash in a small
manila envelope with the calculations on the outside.

*****

I never went home again unless I stopped in to say hi to
Van, Paul, later David and the gang of Fairbanks Pharmacy. Certainly some great memories!
-Paul Millar, Class of 1971
*****
In 1963 a skinny, 16 year old kid walked into Fairbanks Pharmacy looking for an after school job. He
was dressed in a white shirt and black pants and was
going to meet formally with Elwin VanValkenburg for
the first time. My objective was not to work but to buy
a red and white 1955 Chevy convertible. My original
pay scale I believe was $1.15 per hour. I would work
after school and all day Saturdays come to.
I remember working with Van, Paul VanValkenburg,
Huey Thomas, Mary Terry, Jackie Every and Lucille
Freleigh when I started. Asa Decker worked there
mostly on weekends, as he was going to Albany Business College at the time. Chuck Rinker, a senior at the
high school, also worked there.
Eventually Pat
Vaughn, Bill Price, Carol Barnhart, Diane Graney,
Dave Rybak, Dan Friar, Fred Lutz and Ron Jensen,
Duane Tompkins, Greg Foland and many others, whose
names I cannot remember, would become part of our
little family. BC Fairbanks would stop by. I also remember a few of the regular visitors: Chet Jewell,
Glenn Whitaker, Ed Wessels, Charlie Landers, Nancy
Sue Burns, Ed Roelle and Jim Barnhart. Bernard Baruch, Jr., the financer from New York City, once came
in with Chet Jewell.
I remember:
Writing bus tickets in the bull pen, which I really
enjoyed doing.
One cent sales and carrying the endless boxes up and
down stairs. Somebody out there was using a lot of
witch hazel and rubbing alcohol.
Sidewalk sales.
Carrying Hallmark boxes up and down for each of
the holidays for Pat and then Diane.
Cleaning and stocking shelves every day.
Wrapping presents at each holiday. I was better at it
then than I am now.
Talking baseball with Huey & Paul, and both of them
talking to customers.
A customer who came in with free tickets to the
Baseball Hall of Fame Game, and Van letting Ron
Jensen and I get off work to go.
Eating nuts out of the peanut machine. Sorry Van, I
owe you for those.
Writing my name on the wood shelves in the basement, which my son Nathan would find there 30
years later.
Going across the street to Snell's to get coffee and
donuts in the morning.
Walking to the post office to pick up the mail.
Mopping and waxing the floor.
Mary Terry's sense of humor.
Lucille taking care of cosmetics.

Too many memories to list. ALL GOOD. When I was
15, I decided I wanted to be a photographer. Fairbanks
became my supplier for Kodak supplies. They let me
open an account. They trusted me and my lifelong profession began.
In the late 50s they had a contest in the front window.
"Win a New Bike". You had to sell the most of something ??? I won 2nd place, a Lionel train. My early
sales training.
When I was 4 or 5 my mother took me into Fairbanks
with her. We went to the candy display. It was in a
glass counter. She asked me what I wanted. Behind the
glass was a dish filled with coins. I told her I wanted
some of those. My desire to make money began.
-Gordy Fitzgerald, Class of 1964
*****
My fondest memory of Fairbanks was the nut machine
where they always had warm cashews and I would always get them when I had enough money. In fact, I was
talking about that with Kathy ―Tilley‖ Hoyle a couple
of years ago as myself and a few of our classmates were
doing the ―Main Street Walk‖, doing a little reminiscing about what stores were where, when all of a sudden,
a warm bag of cashews appeared. Kathy was kind
enough to get me a bag somehow without my knowing,
and I really enjoyed them as we continued our stroll
down Main Street.
-Al Murray, Class of 1963
*****
My memory of Fairbanks is when walking to school, to
what is now the Civic Center, we used to stop and get a
small bag of fresh warm nuts and eat them on the way
home. Yes, we probably used money left over from our
lunches. At the time I lived on Oak Ave, so we walked
to and from school.
- Lois Getman Winters, Class of 1961
*****
When I found out they were closing, so many memories
came to mind. I grew up living on Bridge Street so I
would walk up pushing my doll carriage to Fairbanks
for penny candy. I would not leave the doll outside
when I went into the store, so I would carry it on its
back in a receiving blanket covering its face into the
store. I would go to the glass case to pick out candy
and the clerk would come over to see my doll, when she
removed the blanket to see my doll, it was my dog
dressed in doll clothes, with a hat, dress, diaper and
how she laughed. Then we had to show everyone
my Boston bull terrier dog (real live dog). One of many
fond memories
-Marty Burdick Benson, Class of 1962

(Continued on page 17)
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*****
I had just had my daughter in 1961 when Paul VanValkenburg called me to see if I was interested in
working at the drugstore part-time. I told him I was
not interested but my mother could be. I called my
mother (Mary Terry) and she went down and got the
job. She worked there for a number of years. She
loved the job and all the people she worked with. She
especially loved Van and Priss VanValkenburg. She
said that Van was the kindest and gentlest man she
knew. She worked for as long as her health let her but
she stayed in touch with the VanValkenburgs until her
death in 2000.
I moved to North Carolina in 1993 and Feb. of 1996
my mother fell going into a hair salon in Sidney. She
didn't break anything but was badly bruised and hurting. I came and stayed with her for a month and in
that time I had to go to the drugstore many times. I
was always met with, what I thought was special treatment, because of my mom. I will always be grateful
for the way everyone who worked with mom treated
her.
I realize that times have changed and the big business's
are taking over and the "mom and pop" stores can no
longer stay in business. However, Fairbanks will be
missed and we wish David luck in his new job.
-Sally Frawley, Class of 1957

sticking up. In the center were potato chips which I
wasn't allowed to eat at home very often. Lunch was
the highlight of a long day. Around 5 p.m. I got on
another Greyhound bus to return to Fairbanks Pharmacy. The fifties were certainly a nice time to grow
up. I can't imagine letting a 12-year-old wander around
a strange city by herself in 2009.
-Joan Nichols Hammond, Class of 1955
*****
What a lovely idea, to remember a big part of our
childhood--Fairbanks.
The thing I loved best about a visit to Fairbanks' Pharmacy were the stops in the 1940's, when our Dad
would have Hughie (I guess) measure out a pound of
roasted peanuts--sometimes they might even be cashews! Whatever the kind, it was a real treat that happened only occasionally, which made it so wonderful
to a small kid who stood on tiptoe to see the measure
poured into the white bag. Sometimes, one of us kids
would be allowed to shepherd the bag to the car. But,
NO snitching bites ahead of time.
-Juel Smith Luscomb, Class of '54
*****
I remember with fondness and great respect the honorable businessmen who served the community and
passersby on Main Street in Sidney, during the 1930's
and 1940's. One of my favorite businessmen was Mr.
Fairbanks, the pharmacist.

*****
I have fond memories of Fairbanks Pharmacy. Mr.
Fairbanks lived upstairs, so he walked to work and
drove his ultra low mileage Cadillac on Sundays.
Sidney Central High was half a block away. I worked
at Fairbanks at 7 AM for an hour before school, and
from 4-6 PM after school. We were also The Greyhound Bus stop for Sidney, NY. This allowed me to
put myself thru Electrical Engineering at University of
Cincinnati, along with a co-op job at an Electronics
Lab.
Elwin VanValkenburg had just gotten out of the Navy,
and bought the REXALL drug store. Elwin and his
wife treated my Father, Mother, and me as family.
-Howard Irick, Class of 1956

*****
I live in California and wasn't aware that Fairbanks Pharmacy was even still in business after all
these years. Your email brought back memories of my
standing inside the door of Fairbanks Pharmacy
every three weeks for three years in the early 1950's
waiting for the Greyhound bus to arrive. I remember
that a showcase filled with fountain pens was somewhere near the door and I spent a great deal of time
looking at them while waiting for the bus to arrive. I
was only 12 when I started going to a dentist in Oneonta to have my teeth straightened. I took the 8:00
a.m. bus by myself and spent the whole day, after
leaving the dentist, wandering around Oneonta and
eating lunch in Bresees (not sure of the spelling after
all these years), where they made little sandwiches
into triangles that stood up in a circle with the points

When I was nearly 3 years old, I moved with my family to Sidney in March of 1935 into a home that my
parents rented next door to Mr. and Mrs. Fairbanks on
River Street. I remember my mother and Mrs. Fairbanks having a neighborly chat one summer day. Mrs.
Fairbanks, wanting to please the shy child who had
just moved into the neighborhood, went indoors and
came back out with a Triscuit which she handed to me
and watched while I ate it with pleasure. It was the
first Triscuit I had ever eaten and they are still a special treat, evoking remembrance of Mrs. Fairbanks and
my good mother.
When I turned 5 years old, with a newborn sister, that
summer my parents moved to nearby Weir Street and
in September I went to Kindergarten. By the time I
was seven years old, I understood the value of a couple of pennies and discovered what they could buy at
Fairbanks Drugstore. So when I had a couple of pennies, I would stop in Fairbanks Drugstore on the way
home from school to buy some penny candy.
In those days, Fairbanks Drugstore was half the width
of what it became in its later years. On the left side of
the store was a long glass display case framed with
dark wood, as were all the glass display cases, and it
seemed to contain the most extensive display of penny
candy ever seen anywhere.
There were Dusky Dans (one of my frequent choices),
root beer barrels, candy water melon slices, Mary
Janes, licorice pipes, bubble gum, wax teeth, real tootsie rolls (all the penny candy was "real" in those days),
butter toffees, wax bottles, and if one had five cents to
spend, a roll of Necco wafers or Turkish taffy
were favorites.
It was a lengthy process to
make up my mind what to
spend my two cents on; we
were prudent shoppers in
those days. And all the
while I stood there contemplating the overwhelming appeal of so much colorful and truly delicious
candy, Mr. Fairbanks
stood patiently behind the
counter, smiling and waiting for me to make the
inevitable purchase of a
penny or two of candy.

This vintage picture of the entrance to Fairbanks shows the window decorated for
Halloween with jack-o-lanterns spelling out―Rexalls‖ and a sign held by a witch
that reads ―Brewing herbs for Rexall Remedies, No secret in their making. We will
tell you every ingredient.‖ Thanks to Erin Andrews and Joelene Cole of the Sidney
Historical Association for this wonderful picture.

Perhaps I got a little more
personal service because
he remembered me as
the shy little girl who had
come to live next door to
his home in 1935, but I
think it was more than
that. It was an example of
the quality of care, attention and respect that Mr.

Fairbanks and most of the businessmen of Sidney paid
to their customers whether they were very young or
very old. In my adult years, I came to appreciate Mr.
Fairbanks' kindness and understanding of how important it was for a young child to prudently consider how
to make the most satisfying choice of penny candy.
As I grew older, I became acquainted with the fine
people Mr. Fairbanks employed, who had the same
values of kindness, care and respect for their customers.
To say that our generation misses those days and
the special people who inhabited our lives in Sidney
does not convey the fullness of the experience of living in the peaceful, prosperous village in a world that
suffered a Great Depression followed by World War 2
which devastated much of the world and scores of
millions of lives across the world.
My classmates and I still talk of those days as the
"good old days" and we mean it. Those days were
good because of the quality of the elders like Mr. Fairbanks who lived their lives according to timeless values they had learned at home, in school, in church or
synagogue. With respect, remembering our good parents and elders in the community of Sidney
-Sally Gerig Campbell MacLachlan, Class of 1950
*****
My memories of Fairbanks include the wonderful and
secure feeling I had each and every time I went there
for prescriptions over the years. I could always count
on wonderful individual service from everyone. The
day I found out they were closing and went into the
store, I cried with all of the employees about the end
of such a wonderful business.
-Margaret Gill Cycon, Class of 1940
*****
I have several good memories of Fairbanks and of the
friendly owners. One in particular that I want to share
is from almost 10 years ago. I was in the back of the
store looking for something to put on my blistered heel
before a 5K road race the next day. David VanValkenburg saw me from behind the pharmacy counter
and asked if he could help me. I told him what I was
looking for. David came out into the aisle to show me
a product he thought would help and that was new at
the time. I used it, it worked, and I have relied on the
product to protect my feet through road races, breaking in Army boots, and after wearing a poor choice of
heels ever since. I did not realize until I moved away
from Sidney how rare it is for a store owner to personally educate & help you find a product! Thanks
David.
-Shane F. Eaton Class of 1998
*****
I too, like so many Sidney residents, have fond memories of Fairbanks (or as I always remember referring to
it as Rexalls) Pharmacy, being a mainstay on Main
Street at the corner of Liberty. I remember it as a fun
place, a happy place and even a safe place. There
were a few times when I got out of Catechism classes
on Liberty Street and for whatever reason my ride
wasn‘t there to pick me up. I don‘t remember any (if
any) telephone booths (yes, telephone booths) nearby,
and if there were, I didn‘t carry change, but I did know
that I could walk up to Fairbanks and Mr. VanValkenburg would gladly let me use the telephone behind the
counter (sure, he would, he was a parent with young
kids of his own). I also remember times that I would
need to buy a greeting card, whether it birthday, anniversary or Christmas, and I could spend hours browsing through all the cards before I would carefully
make my choice – never being told to hurry up . Fairbanks was also the place to buy a box of Fanny Farmer
candy for my grandmother‘s birthday or Christmas
and not only would they (they being Mrs. Freleigh or
Mrs. Vaughan) help me pick the right kind in my price
range, but they would carefully gift wrap it for me.
You don‘t find a lot of that going on in the drug megastores these days. But the one memory that sticks out
more than the others was a Sunday that I was quite
sick and needed a prescription filled. Well, the blue
laws existed back then and either Fairbanks was
closed for all of Sunday or for a portion of it, but when
they found out that we needed this particular prescription filled, they kindly interrupted their Sunday and
went down to open the store and fill it. That kind of
hometown service and kindness is gone forever – and
(Continued on page 18)
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that is what I and generations of Fairbanks customers will remember most.
-Dennis Dermody, Class of 1974
*****
This memory of Fairbank involves Patty
Romano. Hopefully she won‘t mind if I share it
with everyone. I believe we were in Junior High
School. Pat was taking ballet lessons in Binghamton and from time to time I would ride the bus
with her on Saturday morning. We would catch
the bus in front of Fairbanks. Two small town girls
going to the big city. Her dance teacher‘s studio
was just across the street from the bus station on
Chenango Street so we didn't have far to go once
we arrived there. I would sit in the small waiting
room and once in a while peak in to watch her.
After the dance lesson we would cross the street
and get lunch at a small diner right next door to
the bus station. We would then make our way
back to catch the bus back to Sidney. The dance
studio is now gone, making way for senior citizen
housing. The diner stayed in business up until
several years ago and was replaced by a parking
lot. The city recently tore down the bus station
(except for the front facade which is being incorporated into the new building) to make way for a

much larger terminal. I certainly never imagined
then that I would end up living in "the big city".

the Big Day!!! Where else, but a small town drug
store could you get such good advice!!!!

Over the years I have often thought of what an
adventure that must have been for us. The excitement of standing in front of Fairbanks waiting for
the bus that would take us away for a few hours,
and then bring us back to the security of home, is a
memory I have long remembered

-Donna Decker Armer, Class of 1961

.-Cynthia Downin, Class of 1963
Yes, I do have many memories of Fairbanks and
the most vivid is coming home from the Pleasant
Street School and stopping in for a piece of penny
candy. I remember Hugh who used to wait on
us. I do believe he had the patience of a saint!!!! I
am sure he had lots of other things he could have
been doing, but he always had time for us. Truly,
he set a wonderful example for us, with his kind
ways and his respect for everyone, including
young children.
The other vivid memory was three days before our
wedding I got a cold sore!!!!! Immediately I was
at Fairbanks to get advice on how to get rid of that
ugly sore. Van was very sympathetic and he suggested some cream. The cold sore was gone by

*****
My fondest memory of Fairbanks. I remember the
card section. Many times with my mom, or my
friend Pat, we would be in the card isle looking for
a birthday or some other card for someone.
We would often get laughing, sometimes out of
control, at the hilariously funny cards. Sometimes
people would peer around the corner where we
were, possibly to see if we were laughing or crying...and often we were doing both. That would
just make us laugh even more.
-Mary Ann Gleason Porter, Class of 1968
I do have one fond memory that took place
at Fairbanks with my mother. It was just before I
got married in 1966 and my mother took me to
Fairbanks to show me items I might need as a new
bride and she thought it was the appropriate time
and setting to have "the talk." So I asked her what
she might want to know!!!!! I thought it was
funny, she didn't laugh.
-Donna Harris Kuzdzal, Class of 1962
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Class Representatives
In order to keep this list current—we urge you to contact us with any changes.
Due to a lack of space, only one contact person per class is listed.
1936
Gottfried G. Riesen
600 County Rte. 411
Greenville, NY 12083
1940
Trudy Wurthrich Baker
2 Maple Ave
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-3461
1941
Charles Downin
11 Front Street
Bainbridge, New York 13733
cdownin@stny.rr.com
1943
Thorny Young
23 Greenlawn Ave.
Bainbridge, New York 13733
607-967-8214
1944
Henrietta Davis Booth
138 Rockdale Rd
Mt. Upton, New York 13809
607-895-6227
dhbooth@mkl.com
1945
Lea Kenyon Gregory
24 Gilbert St.
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-1827
1946
Vic Miller
14 Overlook Drive
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2607
vmiller8@stny.rr.com
1947
Erna Wurthrich Babcock
20 Gilbert St
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2052
1948
Norma Hyatt Palmer
652 Junction Rd
Bainbridge, NY 13733
607-563-3430
nbjegg@yahoo.com
1949
Charlie Davis
574 Gifford Road
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2223
daviscf32@earthlink.net
1950
Bev Pierce
207 Co Hwy 1
Bainbridge, NY 13733
607-563-2030
1951
Dick Holloway
39939 So. Old Arena Drive
Tucson, AZ 85739-5915
520-975-3526
Dickienyaz@aol.com
1952
Wayne King
132 Dingman Hill Rd
Bainbridge, NY 13733
607-967-8881
wking2@stny.rr.com
1953
Pat Greene
27 Barnes Circle
Unadilla, New York 13849
607-369-7242
pgreene2@stny.rr.com
1954
Peggy Burlison Stilson
72 W. Pearl Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-1055
mstilson@stny.rr.com
1955
Jim Clum
5631 Longford Terrace Apt.203
Fitchburg, WI 53711-6910
jaclum@facstaff.wisc.edu
609-347-1767 (cell)
608-833-0108
1956
Janice Risley Knight
430 Common Street
Belmont, MA 02478
617-484-4537
janknight@verizon.net

1957
Doug Decker
45 Martinbrook Street
Unadilla, New York 13839
607-369-7204

1974
Dennis Dermody
16 Sunstone Drive
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
845-454-5770
ddermody@hvc.rr.com

1991
Jessica Woodyshek Wheeler
5 Demarest Avenue
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-13838
jwheeler@oxac.org

1975
Larry Halbert
20 Ritton Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-237-4762
lmh1@meadwestvaco.com

1992
Jason Wagner
3103 Eastpointe Drive
Franklin, Indiana 46131
317-346-0005
Wagner_jason_k@lilly.com

1976
Sheri Emerson Kinsella
26 Old Village Road
Unadilla, New York 13839
607-369-2205
skinsella@sidney.k12.NY.us

1993
Donna Becker Dean
5454 State Highway 206
Sidney Center, NY 13838
607-265-3303
Donna.dean@frontiernet.net

1977
Lorna and Bruce Wilhelm
3258 Cty RD 33
Cooperstown, NY 13226
607-264-9340
lwilhelm@netscape.com

1995
Kimberly Becker
5 Northbrook Dr. Unit 510
Manchester, NH 03102
603-232-7864
Kimberly.Becker@gartner.com

1961
Ann Petrosky Philpott
84 River Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-1489
si_ann@4cls.org

1978
Jackie Allen Lingner
2050 S. Ridgewood Ave Q 1
S. Daytona, FL 32119
jlingner@fit.edu

1996
Dorene Ireland Hitt
83-1 Main Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2613
direland@frontiernet.net

1962
Dolores Hayes Breunig
7 Pearl Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2311
fbreunig@stny.rr.com

1979
Lori Booth Collins
80 Campmeeting St
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-8755
redharley1121@yahoo.com

1963
Becky Smith Holley
362 Butternut Rd
Unadilla, New York 13849
fhholley@frontiernet.net

1980
Teresa Tuttle Wood
20 E. Pearl St.
Sidney, New York 13838
twood82@stny.rr.com

1964
Kathy Harris Laws
16629 Granite Drive
Ramona, CA 92065
760-789-4776
kathylaws@cox.net

1981
Keith Theobald
65 Campmeeting Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-9169
ktheobald@stny.rr.com

1965
Anne Rock Corrigall
P.O. Box 116
Westfall, OR 97920
541-358-2271
anne_corrigall@yahoo.com

1982
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED

1966
Patti Jo Provenzon Doi
407 State Hwy 7
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-3726
pjdoi@hotmail.com

1984
Michelle Dann Stewart
128 Hice Ave
Industry, PA 15052
thestews@comcast.net

1967
Gail Horth Ziegler
106 Nottingham Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-877-5742

1985
April Rosa McWeeney
148 Old State Rd
Unadilla, NY 13849
607-369-7660
jajjohnson@frontiernet.net

1968
Debby Woytek Puffer
3386 St. Hwy 206
Bainbridge, New York 13733
607-967-8480
dwpuffer@frontiernet.net

1986
Patti Weed Bennett
1414 Redbud Drive
Rogers, AR 72756
479-633-0661
winsamjess@yahoo.com

1969
Arnold Jump
PO Box 266
Mt. Upton, New York 13809
607-764-8317
ajump@stny.rr.com

1987
Carol Bishop
14 Sherman Ave
Sidney, New York 13838
cbishop@stny.rr.com

1958
Russ Olsen
6 Prospect Drive
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-7775
russolsen@aol.com
1959
Bonnie Provenzon Curtis
10 Secor St.
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-1547
jnbcurtis@stny.rr.com
1960
Mary Besser Heatly
26750 OtterWay
Long Neck, Delaware 19966
302-945-4280
jjheatly@verizon.net

1970
Vicki Miller Kulze
42 Overlook Drive
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-3384
dkulze@stny.rr.com
1971
Tony Zieno
17 Siver Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-1975
azieno@stny.rr.com
1972
Dave and Becky Leidy
23 Seneca Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2905
dleidy@stny.rr.com
1973
Vicki Romano Hills
13 Pearl Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-2923
vhills@stny.rr.com

1983
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED

1988
Juli Curtis Howland
60 West Main Street
Sidney, New York 13838
607-563-9208
jhowland@sidney.k12.ny.us
1989
Jeff Bagley
15 Pleasant Street
Sidney, New York 13838
jbagley@stny.rr.com
1990
Jeff Sweet
6212 Downfield Wood Drive
Charlotte, NC 28269
704-622-0165
jeffsweet@carolina.rr.com

1997
Candace Reynolds Cummings
233 Main Street
Middleburgh, NY 12122
518-827-8270
creynolds@stiefel.com
1998
Mary Richards-Santana
43 Pleasant St
Sidney, New York 13838
607-232-7864
msantana@stny.rr.com
1999
Lou Becker
5 Northbrook Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
Lou.becker@gartner.com
2000
Erica Brazee
109 West Main Street
Sidney, New York 13939
607-1604
eabrazee@stny.rr.com
2001
Bryan Innes
1964 1st Ave. Apt 4Z
New York, N. Y. 10029
Bryan.Innes@Sirva.com
2002
Mike Sellitti
msellitti@gmail.com

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO ALUMNI AND
CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
The Class Roster and Class Rep list are essential for ensuring that communications about the
Alumni Association reach you.
The SCSAA has a class roster that contains the
names of all Sidney alumni. Your contact information is only as current as your membership. When you join or renew and send your
contact information, it is entered in the roster
and on the website unless, in the case of the
latter, you indicate you do not want it posted.
The future of Reflections depends on alumni
maintaining their official membership
The list of Class Representatives has been updated and revised. Please check the list. Are
you listed as the ―Class Rep‖? If so, is your
contact information, i.e., name, address, phone
number and email address, correct?
Is there no Class Rep for your class? Would
you like to volunteer?
The membership form is in Reflections, and an
abbreviated form is on the website. Membership is cheap – and it‘s about the only thing
that is these days!
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The 1964-65 Wrestling Team Honored with the Legacy Award at the Sports Hall of Fame Ceremony
Pictured (l-r) front row: Rick Cole, Jim Wilson (representing his late brother, Dale), Wayne Terry, Bob Stevens, Lonnie Warner, Mark Payne, Colin Kelly; back
row: Rick Swanson, Dennis Porter, Dick Derrick, Noel Kobia, Claude Shaw, Rick Smith, Larry Cole, Coach Tom Robertson and Coach Bill Davidson. Missing
from the photo, Lloyd Jerauld and managers Dave Riker and Ralph Hellan (deceased).
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