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          Sidney to Have Veterans  

Memorial Park  
Barry Cole, President of the Sidney Community Founda-

tion (SCF) and Brigadier General James McIntyre, USAF 

(Retired), President of the newly formed Sidney Veterans 

Memorial Park Association (SVMPA), have jointly an-

nounced an agreement reached between the two organiza-

tions to develop a veterans memorial park in Sidney on 

property owned by the Foundation.  The park, seen as 

long overdue for Sidney, will recognize and memorialize 

the military service and sacrifices of Sidney area veterans, 

past, present, and future - that are or were, residents of 

Sidney Township or the area defined by todayôs Sidney 

Central School District.  The new park will be promi-

nently located at the corner of River Street and NYS 

Route 8 with site preparation to begin in late spring. 

 

Park planning has evolved from the initial idea for 

an alumni veteranôs memorial in the Prospect Hill 

Cemetery, a proposal first brought to the attention 

of the Board of Directors of the Sidney Central 

School Alumni Association in 2007 by Steve 

Anderson and Blair Puffer, current SVMPA mem-

bers.  Since then the group of dedicated veterans 

and other passionate community supporters working 

on the project has grown, ultimately organizing as 

SVMPA.    

 

In collaboration with other local veterans and com-

munity groups, SVMPA has developed the plan into 

what is envisioned today - a separate and easily ac-

cessible community park in a beautiful, dignified and 

peaceful setting - a place to visit for remembering, medi-

tating and reflecting on the rights and freedoms we enjoy 

as Americans and the great cost of securing and maintain-

ing them. 

 

As seen in the accompanying architectural renderings, 

preliminary plans include a 50 x 12 foot paver walkway 

leading to a central plaza containing the park centerpiece 

ï an eagle crowned bluestone monument to all veterans, 

past, present and future, standing a total of 10 feet high 

off the plaza floor.  A flag court is located opposite the 

entrance and behind the main monument with the Ameri-

can flag flying above the five flanking service flags and 

POW/MIA flag.  Ample space is available for additional 

risers, benches, monuments and accouterments; and, the 

park and elements included are expected to grow and 

evolve over time. Trees will be planted on the grounds 

with ornamental landscaping bordering the walkway, 

plaza, flag court and wall.   

 

Though complimenting materials will be used throughout 

the park, local bluestone will dominate, with all the blue-

stone for the park being generously donated by a local 

veteran and his wife, Robert and Deborah McDuffey, 

owners of American Bluestone.   

 

Another unique focus of interest for visitors - a six foot 

high wall, erected as a backdrop to the flag court, is 

planned to be composed of 12òW x 8òH laser-etched 

granite plaques recognizing the individual service of local 

veterans which will contain, as optional items of informa-

tion, veteran picture(s), military awards, unit crests or 

insignias and brief descriptions of service.   

 

Fundraising for this important community project will 

begin soon.  Donations will be accepted by the Sidney 

Community Foundation and will be fully tax deductible.  

Plans to permanently recognize donors at various levels 

include the mounting of a brass plaque in a prominent 

location near the entrance.  The minimum donation for 

recognition on the plaque is $500, whether a business, 

organization or individual.  

 

 All  donors will be recognized in a printed program at the 

park dedication ceremony.  Additionally, several commu-

nity organizations including the Sidney Central School 

Alumni Association (SCSAA), American Legion and 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) have expressed keen 

support for the project and may consider sponsoring a key 

park element as depicted in the accompanying illustra-

tions, or contribute a privately designed, complimenting 

monument or memorial to the park, raising funds for their 

respective projects internally.   

 

To ensure that this project is completed for all to appreci-

ate, today and tomorrow, the generous support of the en-

tire community is sought.  

 

The local contact for the Sidney Veterans Memorial Park 

Association is Lieutenant Colonel Paul Beames, USMC 

(Retired), 1st Vice President, at (607) 563-1111.  

 

The officers of the SCS Alumni Association Board re-

main committed to seeing the Alumni Veterans Memorial 

(AVM) become a reality. 

 

Though the initial efforts to establish an alumni veterans 

memorial on the grounds of the Sidney Cemetery were 

unsuccessful, a subsequent AVM committee has been 

formed. This alumni veterans memorial committee is in 

liaison with the Sidney Veterans Memorial Park Associa-

tion with the purpose of establishing a prominent  

ñAlumni Veterans Memorialò within the Sidney Veterans 

Memorial Park. 

 

 

SCSAAôs Alumni Veteranôs Memorial 

Committee Continues under Leadership 

of Joe Hager, ó61 
The officers of the Sidney Central School Alumni Associa-

tion (SCSAA) Board remain committed to recognizing the 

military service and sacrifices of the Sidney Central 

School's alumni military veterans in the form of an alumni 

veterans memorial. The goal is to see the proposal for an 

Alumni Veterans Memorial (AVM) become a reality. 

 

Initially, the SCSAA Board formed an alumni veterans me-

morial committee to effect liaison with the Prospect Hill 

Cemetery Association to discuss the possibility of erecting 

an "alumni veterans memorial" on the grounds of Sidney's 

Prospect Hill Cemetery. However, this effort was super-

seded when the alumni veterans and local veterans, with the 

support of other community groups, recognized the need for 

development of a veterans memorial park to recognize and 

memorialize the service and sacrifices of all Sidney area 

veterans resulting in the establishment of  the Sidney 

Alumni Veterans Park Association (SVMPA). 

 

The purpose of the SVMPA is to  develop a Sidney Veter-

ans Memorial Park in a suitable location in Sidney. As dis-

cussions continued, the Sidney Community Foundation 

agreed to provide land for the development of the Sidney 

Veterans Memorial Park. This collaboration was reported in 

the March 3rd Edition of The Tri-Town News; and there 

was an architect's rendering of the "Sidney Veterans Memo-

rial Park" included as an enclosure to the recently distrib-

uted Sidney Community Foundation Newsletter. 

 

The SVMPA was in continual communication with the 

SCSAA Board as the circumstances evolved. Recognizing 

that the initial concept of erecting a SCSAA alumni veter-

ans memorial on the grounds of the Prospect Hill Cemetery 

had been overcome by events, and that the SVMPA was 

addressing the development of a much larger project, 

SCSAA Board President, Terry Dermody, asked Joe Hager 

('61) to chair a re-formed SCSAA Alumni Veterans Memo-

rial (AVM) Committee to see to the interests of the 

SCSAA. The re-formed AVM Committee is to effect liai-

son with the SVMPA for the purpose of erecting an 

"Alumni Veterans Memorial" in a prominent location 

within the Sidney Veterans Memorial Park. 

 

The re-formed AVM Committee consists of Joe Hager ('61) 

as the chair, and members: Shane Eaton (ó98), Blair Puffer 

('70), Bill Schmidt ('61), and Dane Woytek ('68). The AVM 

Committee is gathering information and is soliciting sup-

port in the development of the final design and the construc-

tion of the "Alumni Veterans Memorial" in a prominent 

place within the Sidney Veterans Memorial Park. 

  

Several ideas and many discussions have taken place over 

time regarding the type and style and design of the SCSAA 

"Alumni Veterans Memorial" since the idea of erecting 

such a memorial was first proposed by Blair Puffer and 

Steve Anderson in 2007. The AVM Committee is consider-

ing design ideas, but has not yet submitted a final design 

recommendation to the SCSAA Board for approval. The 

design, type and style of the "alumni veterans memorial" 

should recognize, acknowledge and memorialize the sacri-

fices and service of our alumni veterans; and should reflect 

the heritage, traditions and vision of the Sidney Central 

High School. 

 

Much work remains  in bringing the ñalumni veterans me-

morialò to fruition. Alumni and local residents and local 

(Continued on page 11) 

Ground view at the entrance to the planned Veterans  

Memorial Park is shown here in the architectural render-

ing. 

Aerial overview of the Veteranôs Memorial Park is show in this 

architectural drawing. 



                    

 

 

 

What has been  going on around here!  
Just thought you would like to know! 

  

Creating Alumni Weekendéééééit is almost time. 

 

If it is spring, Alumni Weekend canôt be far behind. 

Alumni Weekend is synonymous with the SCSAA. There 

is no SCSAA without Alumni Weekend. Our plans for 

Alumni Weekend 2011 are coming together, and I hope 

yours are too. This year the dates for Alumni Weekend are 

July 15th-17th. Make sure they are on your Calendar. We 

have been at this since the snow drifts towered over our 

headsð by this winter's standardsð a long time.  So you 

can  expect one great time.  

 

Alumni Weekend has always been something extra special 

to me and it is my fervent hope it will become that way to 

you too. For those who have been returning faithfully over 

the last decade you know exactly what I am referring to.  

To all those new, and particularly younger, faces that have 

been arriving on the scene, you too will soon learn the spe-

cial essence of Alumni Weekend. 

 

 You will discover that Alumni Weekend not only serves 

as an occasion to renew old friendships and share old 

memories with your classmates but, over time, affords you 

the unique experience of fostering new friendships with 

Alumni spanning all generations who have shared our 

common experience of school and community.  

 

This unique experience is something that will last your 

entire life and would not have been possible if  not for 

Alumni Weekend. Who would have thought that I would 

ever be allowed to socialize with  upperclassmen?   Be-

cause of the opportunity created by Alumni Weekend, I 

now consider many of those who I admired from afar as 

some of my best friends.   

 

We have been working hard to make this years festivities a 

memorable experience. So keep the spirit alive and find 

your way back to your hometown for Alumni Weekend.  

You will find several articles in this issue providing infor-

mation on this years event. Please note that luncheon reser-

vations can be purchased on our website using pay-pal. All 

reservations received by June 1st will be entered into our 

early bird reservation promotion ands eligible to win a 

$100 gift card. 

 

Accelerating our effort to establish Alumni Chaptersé 

we are getting close.  

 

As I read through this issue, I  noticed photos of  Alumni 

gatherings. What does that tell you?  Some of you will just 

see a picture of  classmates getting together for a good 

time. I see an Alumni Chapter.  

 

If you have been following my column or heard some of 

my  recent speeches, you will know that I am on a mission. 

Alumni Chapters have become  a major initiative and  

theme for the SCSAA in 2011. I pledge to you this will be 

the ñYear of the Alumni Chapterò. 

 

Why  do I have such an obsession for Alumni Chapters?  

Many of you have exclaimed that every time I open my 

mouth all you hear is  ñAlumni Chapters this, Alumni 

Chapters thatò.  The  answer  is that not only am I obsessed 

but  I am convinced that strong Alumni Chapters can pro-

vide the catalyst to achieve  some of the goals and objec-

tives that we have been striving to meet for years.  I envi-

sion a Chapter as a major resource for the SCSAA;  a re-

source supporting our efforts for membership, recruitment 

of volunteers for our Board and committees, and as a 

source of nominations for the Sports Hall of Fame and  

Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and Faculty, 

among other things.  

 

 I envision the Alumni Chapters as the geographical 

equivalent of class representatives. I am aware of some 

informal groups out there that could easily become a full 

fledged Chapter. So I challenge you to become the first to 

Charter a Chapter. I will be glad to assist you in this en-

deavor in any way possible. Contact me at 

derm65@optonline.net. Not only will you be creating a 

valuable resource, but it could  be great fun. So get started 

and organize  a  local  gathering by first iden-

tifying a local leader to host an event.  

These gatherings could take the form of a dinner or a pic-

nic, a house party or a special activity such as a day or 

evening cruise or a golf outing. There is not particular way 

to do this. Just use your own imagination. But do it. Help 

me ease the burden my obsession  

 

Stay tuned.  To get the Chapters moving and provide an 

incentive I will be making a major announcement during 

Alumni Weekend.  All I can say is that those groups who 

are in the process  of forming a Chapter will have an ad-

vantage  - so get started. You will be glad you did.  

 

Installing conference capabilitiesééé 

 

The Association is becoming high-tech. We are in  the 

process of installing a  telephone conference system.   

Why? To deal with my other obsession of expanding our 

volunteer base. Yes, the motivation for this was to get   

YOU involved.  

 

Frequently,  when  I ask you   to join the Board of Direc-

tors or become a committee member, the most common 

objection I hear is that  you are unable to attend meetings 

because of geographical  DISTANCE. We do not want 

distance to become an obstacle  to  your participation in 

the Association.  

 

This system will allow us to grow our pool of potential 

volunteers by allowing you to participate remotely. I think 

the Association has been missing out on some valuable 

input and this system will play a role in bringing your 

ideas and participation to the  forefront. 

 

 I look forward to the day when the composition of all our 

committees  involves  Alumni from all geographical areas.   

Next step: video conferencing.  

 

 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

Where to find great food in Sidney 
When you make your trip to Sidney for Alumni Weekend 

or any other time of the year, you will be happy to find 

some very fine eating establishments.  

 

The newest addition to the eateries in town is Suziôs Bake 

Shop and Café located at 3 Main Street. Suzi is a fine 

baker and each day features different  treats, from deli-

cious cinnamon buns and muffins for breakfast (along 

with the traditional breakfast fare) and soup,  sandwiches 

and daily specials that can take you all the way to lunch 

and beyond.  

 

Also serving yummy breakfasts as well as lunch and din-

ner is Nancy Hathawayôs Trackside Diner located at  88 

Main Street. This is diner fare at itsô best with daily spe-

cials great coffee, friendly servers and a welcoming at-

mosphere. Friday and Saturday the diner is open 24 

hours. 

 

 

 

Pizza in Sidney is among the best in New York State. 

Various pies can be found at Joe and Vinnyôs Pizzeria, 

Dough Boys Two and at Roma Ristorante and Pizzeria.  

 

Each restaurant serves other Italian fare with Romaôs be-

ing a bit more formal and serving beer and wine with 

your meal.  

 

Treats óN Eats on Main St.  serves delicious ice cream 

creations as well as breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

 

 

The Clubhouse at the Sidney Golf and Coun-

try Club features a menu that never fails to 

satisfy. Jeannette Stevens and Erica Briggs  

will welcome you and not let you leave hun-

gry.  

 

Be sure and stop in at any or all of these estab-

lishments while in Sidney . You wonôt be dis-

appointed.  

 

For anyone still looking for a place to gather 

with your classmates, Roma, Trackside and 

The Clubhouse offer space and catering capa-

bilities. See you all in July! 
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88 Main St. Sidney  
563-3737 (ask for Nancy)  

The Happening Place in Sidney  
Great food, friends & fun!  
Live music Friday 6 -8 pm 

We deliver!  
Open Friday &Saturday 24 hours  

òThe Clubhouseó 
at the Sidney Golf and Country Club 

Jeannette Stevens, Prop. 
607-563-8381 

Catering, birthdays, anniversaries,  
class reunions as well as dining in. 

 
Welcome Sidney Alumni!!! 

  

 
 

 

Pizzaria &  

Restaurant  

607 -563 -8368  

Joe & Vinnyôs 

 
     

 

Ristorante &  

Pizzeria Roma   

563 -8888  

25 Union Street  

Sidney, New York  

www.romapizza.biz  

Welcome Alumni  

                                                                             Continued on page 9 
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2008. Sarah Pate has been named to the Deanôs List 

at University of Albany for the Fall, 2010 semester. 

 

2007. Sarah Singlar is on the Deanôs List for her 

outstanding academic schievement for Fall, 2010 semes-

ter at the Decker School of Nursing at Binghamton Uni-

versity, State University of New York. 
 

2000. Elizabeth Eaton-Ferenzi will have a Change of 

Command ceremony on May 10, 2011 after serving as a 

Blackhawk Company Commander for the past twelve 

months at Soto Cano Air Base in Honduras.  Elizabeth has 

been stationed in Honduras the past two years as a black-

hawk pilot.  Her unit has participated in several humanitar-

ian and disaster relief missions under her command to in-

clude: response to the Haitian Earthquake, the Pe-

caya Volcano Eruption in Guatemala, and flooding/mud 

slides in El Salvador.  Following her Change of Command, 

Elizabeth will attend Columbia University to obtain a mas-

ters's degree in organizational psychology with a follow-on 

assignment at West Point. 

 

1997. Kerri Insinga Green and Blake Green, ó94 
Kerri is a Wedding Event Planner and enjoys reading, 

cooking, writing and volunteers for the Sidney School 

Board, Sidney Chamber of Commerce, Otsego County 

Chamber, SCSAA, Delaware County Chamber and Tri 

County Young Professionals. She and husband Blake who 

is in construction, have three daughters.  

 

1992 Dan Parsons is engaged to Julie Breeze and they 

plan to be married August 13, 2011 in Rochester, NY. 

  

1981. Scott Elliott lives in Goshen, New York. 

 

1978. Christine Latta Sproull. ñHusband, Steven, 

children, Nathan, 8, James, 6. Work as an engineer for 

Eli Lilly & Company. óBusyô is my life.ò  
 

Bob Dunn lives with wife, Janine,  in Wilton Manors, 

FL. His vocation is Automobile Restoration. He has two 

children. ñThank you SCS for a well rounded education, 

thank you to all involved with the Alumni Association 

for an outstanding job!ò 

 

Rand Hoven lives in Tewksbury, MA with wife, Mi-

chelle. Rand is a software architect. 

 

1974. Robert Silvernail is a materials manager at 

Amphenol in Sidney. He lives in Bainbridge with wife, 

Susan. He enjoys ñrunning, biking, peddling all fitness 

activitiesò as well as boating on Otsego Lake. 

 

Lucinda Walker Uhorchak and John Uhorchak 

ñJohn and I have been married since 1975. We were a 

military family for 28 years, prior to Johnôs retirement 

from the military in 2003. We have three children ages 

21.23.26 (boy, girl, boy), all of whom attend USMA at 

West Point. John continues to practice orthopedic sur-

gery locally and I teach second grade at West Point Ele-

mentary School. We have been married 35 years and 

feel richly blessed by God.ò 

 

Donna  Sue Pauler Parks is a stay at home Mom, wife, 

substitute teacherðòhome school our youngest.ò Chil-

dren: Nathanael, Michael, Matthew, Nehemiah, Dan-

ielle. Grandchildren: Felicia, Johnathan, Isaiah, Moriah, 

Nathanael. ñ God had blessed me much with a wonder-

ful husband, family and extended church family.ò 

Donna lives in DePeyster, New York. 

 

1971. Gary Wilson is a P&C Banker in Severna 

Park, MD. He enjoys being a ñbeach bumò and traveling 

to NYC to see his children. He and Kimberly have two 

children: Brian, SHS Class of ó98 and Kathryn, Class of 

ó02. 
 

1970. Pete and Janice (Wilcox) Hess live in 

Clarksville, OH. They have two children and two grand-

children. 

 

1969. Denis and Sandy (Palmer ô76) Egli  live in 

Sidney with daughters, Emma and Anna. Denis is an 

engineer and owner of Egli Machine Co, Inc. Sandy was 

an elementary school counselor at SCS from 1993-1997 

and is currently an SHS High School Guidance Coun-

selor.  
 

1968. Teri Kraus Van Campen lives in California 

with husband, Hiel. They have  five children and three 

grandchildren. ñI love Sidney!ò 

 

Jean Wagner Wiggin lives in Folsom, CA with hus-

band, Dec. She is mom to two daughters and 3 grand-

sons. Dec is a retired surveyor. 

 

1967. Darrylin Quick Dart lives in Jefferson, New 

York. She is a retired K-12 vocal music 

teacher. ñExpecting my first grandchild 

in February, 2011. Loving retirement 

after 30 years of  movinô and groovingô 

and singing. Since retiring, have been 

music director for area high school  musi-

cals and accompanying a HS chorus.ò 

 

Ginny Carey Rumenapp lives in Frank-

lin, NY with husband, Rick. She enjoys 

gardening and sewing. She has 5 chil-

dren , 9 grandchildren, 6 step grandchil-

dren, and 7 great grandchildren. ñ I re-

married 3 years ago. Was married to Phil 

Patrick, the father of my kids. Rick and I 

are both retired ï he from the railroad and 

I retired from Mead.ò 

 

Charlotte Hendee ñI have been an or-

dained United Methodist minister for 26 

years and am currently serving two 

churches northwest of Baltimore, not far 

from the city.ò Charlotte lives in Reister-

town, MD 

 

1966. Lee Ellen Coy Palmer lives in 

Frisco, TX with husband, Bill. ñBill and I have retired 

from California living to Texas to be near family. We 

have just moved into our new home after living with our 

daughter and family for 10 months. Bill is recovering 

from surgery to remove a brain cyst (done in Dec. ô09). 

He has had some complications but is doing better. He 

hopes to begin consulting in the new year. We just spent 

a few days in the area while attending our 40th college 

reunion. Kudos to all who make this possible!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Glacken LaClair  ñOur family continues to 

reside in the Liverpool, NY area.  I have been a substi-

tute teaching assistant in the Liverpool Central School 

District for the past 11 years, as well as a Mary Kay 

consultant for the past 29 years.  My husband, John, is 

currently semi-retired and looking for another job.  Our 

son, David, is a captain for Continental Airlines, and our 

daughter, Erika, is working part-time while attending 

SUNY Oswego, where she is a senior majoring in fi-

nance.  We enjoy spending our summers at our cottage 

in Sackets Harbor, NY on Lake Ontario.  We also love 

our trips to Sidney to visit my mom and brother.  It's 

great to reminisce while driving through the town on 

streets where we hung out so long ago.  We recently 

vacationed in Honolulu, Hawaii and had a very memora-

ble time visiting Pearl Harbor and Oahu's other sights.  

We even climbed to the top of Diamond Head which is a 

non-active volcano near Waikiki Beach.  I'm looking 

forward to seeing my classmates this July for our 45th.ò 

 

1965. Terry Hoke lives in Unadilla, New York. 

 

Kathryn Kitchen Britton lives in Topanga, CA. She is 

an administrator in Los Angeles School District Adult 

Education Division. She has 4 children and 2 grandchil-

dren. ñI moved to California in 1978 and havce worked 

for the school district since then. It has been a great job 

and Iôm not ready to retire. BUT, I need to spend more 

time with my wonderful grandchildren.ò 

 

Maureen MacDonald. ñIn mid-October, after a whirl-

wind visit with some friends and family in Woodstock, 

New York and New Jersey my husband and I departed 

for Athens, Greece, and boarded the RSS Voyager for a 

Mediterranean tour. We stopped in Turkey, Tunisia, 

Malta, Sicily, the Amalfi  Coast, Rome, Florence, Monte 

Carlo, Provence, Barcelona, and then on to Venice. The 

trip of a lifetimeé.such beauty, history, elegance 

and great food! 
 

I often thought of all those Latin classes with Mrs. 

Twitchell sharing the wonders of the Roman/Greco era. 

Weôre so grateful to have sailed in calm seas, before all 

the Mid-east demonstrations.ò 
 

1964. Craig Carlson. ñmarried 32 years to Melissa 

as of November, 2010. Daughter, Kelly 31, Son-in-law, 

Jake McDonald, son, Jamie, 25.ò 

 

Kathy Harris Laws is married to Jeff and is an RN 

Manager. ñI've lived in California for over 35 years. Jeff 

and I each have a daughter Kelly and Nicole and 2 

grandchildren, Skylar and Logan.ò 

 

Rick Gray. ñI retired in 2009 after 41 years at IBM/

Lockheed Martin in Owego, N.Y. Enjoy traveling and 

attending sporting events. Daughter, Mindi is a Physi-

cianôs Assistant working at Chenango Memorial Hospi-

tal in Norwich. Wife, Stephanie will retire soon.ò 

 

Tim Logan is married to ñmy Angel Jane.ò He is retired 

from General Motors supervision. He has a son. Chris 

and two granddaughters, Christina and Kim.  

 

Freiberger Family Reunion! 

First row: Cassandra (Sandy ó73), Sarah-Bess (ó79).  Second row: Cecily 

Sue (ó70), Jennifer (ó69), Sharon (ô67) and top is Charles (Chip ó72), Dad 

graduated in 1939. 

Terry Peck ó89 and his wife, Karen, were married De-

cember 31, 2010 

Proud new ñGrandpaò Harry Bouvier holds baby 

Evie. 
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Linda Hazard Sandri is a Microbiologist and lives in Bea-

ver Falls, New York. 

 

1961. Karen Kozlowski McGee. ñRetired in Sarasota, 

FL for the winter months and in a cottage in the Adirondacks 

for the summer months. Chasing the good weather.ò 

 

Doug Warner. ñI retired from the Office Supply Industry 

after 42 years, most of which were spent in sales manage-

ment for two of the largest office supply companies in the 

U.S.  I have been married to Shirley since 1982 and we have 

two sons ï Eric lives in the Albany, NY area, and Ian lives in 

the Nashville, TN, area.  We have three granddaughters and 

one grandson.   

 

Our daughter, Liza, was murdered by her husband in 2004 

and we have started a non-profit organization to help women 

and men in domestic violence situations.  Please visit our 

website www.lizaslifelinesc.org for more information. 

 

Shirley and I live in Charleston, SC, one of the top vacation 

spots in the country.  I enjoy playing golf several days a 

week, and we both enjoy going to the beach. I hope to see all 

of you at our 50th high school reunion in July. 

 

 

1960. Charles Welcher lives in Sidney with wife, Cyn-

thia.  

 

1959. Dottie Kinch Georgia ñI am engaged to Harold 

Wagner and very happy. Have my health, my children and 

grandkids, so who could ask for anything more! Live in Flor-

ida and love it. Do miss Sidney a lot. Hi to all of my old 

friends.ò Dottie has 5 children, 12 grandchildren and 2 great 

grandchildren. 

 

Ed Ballard is retired from Hamilton Sundstrand Sensor Sys-

tems and lives with wife, Sylvia in Texas. They are 

ñtraveling around the world ï one cruise at a time!ò 

 

Terri Sileo retired in 1997 as a purchasing officer. She en-

joys quilting, gardening, travel, reading, ñspoiling my grand-

sons and my daughter too.ò Terri lives in Scotia. 

 

1958. Irene Rothman Friedman. After living on Long 

Island for 34 years, my husband, Leeôs company relocated us 

to South Carolina in September, 2006. The company is lo-

cated in Spartanburg, SC, but we live close by in Greenville, 

SC. It was and is the best move we have made. We love the 

people, the city and most of the time, the weather. We hve 3 

married children and 3 grandchildren. I am retired and Lee 

plans to retire soon.ò 

 

1957. Dick Wesner lives in Rochester, NY and enjoys 

hunting, playing card, square dancing and bowling. He has 

two childrenand two grandchildren. 

 

1956. Ed and Lea Potter (ô61) Ray live in Bainbridge. 

ñLea still has a successful psychotherapy practice (not re-

tired). Iôve been working with the Community Foundation to 

raise funds to build an outdoor performing arts shell at Gen-

eral Clinton Park in Bainbridge.ò Ed and Lea have two chil-

dren, 5 grandchildren and one great grandchild.  

 

Rolf Quenvild  ñI am 73 this year -  still very healthy and 

working as a professor here in Kongsberg. Life is good and we 

are leading the Village Movement in Norway ï you may have a 

look at www. Seniortun.no. Follow SKYTTERTUNET and 

BILDER ï and you will see how it is. We are 23 couples at the 

(Continued from page 3) 

We Are On Facebook! 

Join the SHS Alumni  on Facebook! Go to the  

Association website www.sidneyalumni.org 

and follow the facebook link. 

age from 60  till 90 living in our own bungalows with a Com-

mon House for meetings, parties etc. in the middle. I and 

Wenche are living in the yellow house. Today I got an article 

from Miami Chronicle describing the same development in 

the US.Gail Sheehy is one of my favorites. I have had some 

passages in life and her book really gave me some extra in-

sight. We are not alone. Best greetings to all of you.ò 

  

1955. Phyllis Turtur DuMond and husband, Steve 

DuMond (ô51) live in Santa Maria, CA. ñEnjoy the news-

letter very much. We still run our party rental and supply 

business. Take off as much time as possible for fun and 

travel. Keep up the good work.ò 

 

1954. Betty Marriott Winchester lives in Mt. Upton. 

Children: Terry, Danny, Robin. Grandchildren: Brent, 

Jennifer, Chris, Nikki, Casey. 

 

Asa Decker, Jr. ñThanks to all the officers, Board of Di-

rectors and hard working volunteers that make the Alumni 

Association so great.ò 

 

John and Phyllis Parsons (ô55) Greene ñWe have a son, 

Michael and a daughter, LoriAnn. We have 4 grandchil-

dren ï Lindsey, Julia, Molly and Harrison. We have lived 

in Newark, NY since graduating from the Ranger School 

in 1957.ò 

 

Walt Bruetsch lives in Fl with wife, Ellenor. They have 

two children and three grandchildren. 
 

1953. Les & Nancy ( Butler) Trees  have moved from 

Cazenovia, NY to Brnigville, PA to be near their daugh-

ter, Deborah who lives in Alburtis, PA, near 

Allentown, PA. ñWe hope to continue to 

make the annual trek to Sidney for the 

Alumni gathering I July. We have downsized 

from our four bedroom to a two bedroom 

mobile home in a large well laid out park. 

We look forward to Reflections and the 

weekend.ò 

 

1952. Dave and Louise (Harmon, ô55) 
Sager. ñLooking forward to coming back in 

2012 for our 60th reunion . Celebrated our 

52nd anniversary in March 2010. Enjoy visit-

ing our family and traveling.ò  

 

1951. Margherite ñRitaò Place Hoag 
lives in Delhi with husband, Donald. She is 

a retired Administrative Assistant  and en-

joys gardening and ñgetting together once a 

month spring, summer and fall for lunch 

with classmates.ò Children: Debra, Mary. 

Grandchildren: Chris, Lisa, Mandy. Great 

Grandchildren: Bryttni, Brydget, Dylen, Devon, Teresa, 

Makayla, Ty, Olivia, Lucy, Flora.   
 

 

1949. Metta Hodges VanValkenburg lives in Burnt 

Hills, NY. ñWhile raising my family, I enjoyed a 30 year 

career in Schenectady area hospitals working as an RNð

later cared for my parents and husband until their deaths. 

Now and the past 9 years I have had daily care of my 

youngest grandson.ò 

 

1946. Marion Fisk Stead lives in Dansville, NY. 

She and husband, Don have three children and 3 grand-

children. ñStill struggling with hip surgery recovery! I 

would love hearing from classmates. Don, in nursing 

home and doing pretty well. Lonely without 

him.ò (Marionôs contact information can be found on 

the alumni website : www.sidneyalumni.org , or con-

tact the editor at karencycon@yahoo.com .) 

 

1938. Barbara ñBobbyò King Mitchell lives in 

West Covina, CA. ñWas  Clerk of Sessions for my 

church for 16 years, through 2009. Enjoy Bible study 

group, reading, playing cards, daily chats and weekly 

visits from daughter, Susie. Look forward to each issue 

of Reflections. Brings back good memories.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weir Street friends from the Class of ó55 taken July 17, 2010. Pattie Johnson wrote:  

ñWe all had lived in the same house but at different times. Irma Tognola Haller passed 

away two weeks after this picture was taken. She had been a Sidney School teacher for 

some 40 plus years. During that time she was honored as Teacher of the Year.ò(left-

right) Sheila Gerig Smith, Irma Tognola Haller, Patti Rogers Johnson.  

Members of the Class of ó54 got together at Barbara Jeanôs Restaurant in 

Ponte Verdre, FL recently. They try to meet every January. (l-r) Jack 

Young, Gladys Begeal Palmer, Hugh Doyle, Mary Chilletti Leonard and 

Ted Tacea. 

  

Scholarship Created to Honor Tom 

Robertson 
Coach Tom Robertson passed away on July 16, 2010. 

He was and remains an inspiration to many who re-

member him as a National Hall of Fame wrestling 

coach, teacher, mentor and 

friend. In 2003, Mr. Robert-

son was inducted to the 

SCSAA Sports Hall of 

Fame.  

 

The Tom Robertson Citi-

zenship Award has been 

created to honor Coach 

Robertsonôs memory and 

will be awarded to a worthy 

SHS senior.  

 

The Tom Robertson Schol-

arship committee is hoping 

to raise money for this 

award in a variety of ways. They are working with the 

Dollars for Scholars program and contributions will be 

tax deductible.   

 

If you would like to contribute, please make checks 

payable to Dollars for Scholars and indicate on the 

check that the money is for the Tom Robertson Schol-

arship fund. Mail any contributions to Larry Halbert, 

20 Ritton Street, Sidney, New York, 13838.  

 

If you have questions or need more information, please 

feel free to contact Larry by phone: 607-237-4762 or 

email lawrence.halbert@mwv.com  

http://www.lizaslifelinesc.org
http://seniortun.no/
mailto:lawrence.halbert@mwv.com
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Postscript to Fall Reflections Story on 

Richard ñIkeò DeMott 

1917 - 2010 

(Ben DeMott '51 and his brother Dick ñIkeò DeMott '39) 

 

On September 12, 2010, my Ancient Order of Hibernians 

division from Binghamton, NY did our ñDay of Caringò 

at the New York State Veterans Home in Oxford, NY.  

We had  American USO girls and Irish USO girls (note in 

the pictures), along with a choir of 12 members; who sang 

with us and who distributed gifts to all of the residents 

who came to see us that day.  Our USO girls sang many 

songs from the WWII war years and danced and inter-

faced with the residents there. The day was a perfect gift 

for all of us ~ the residents loved the nonsense that we 

acted out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To open the show, Lucas DeMott, a kindergartener at 

Sidney Elementary School sang the Star Spangled Ban-

ner. Luke, dressed in patriotic garb and pictured above is 

the son of Rob ó83 and Bridget DeMott.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivia DeMott, a second grader at Sidney Elementary 

School, was dressed as a train conductor and sang and 

danced to ñIôve Been Working on the Railroad.ò She is 

Rob and Bridgetôs daughter 

 

Within the next couple of weeks, Dick was not feeling so 

well and within a month, he had to be transferred to Bas-

sett Hospital for an amputation of his leg and care he 

needed for recovery. 

 

During this same time period, Kay DeMott was working 

with BOCES students and, having just had such a grand 

experience at the NYS Veterans Home, I researched good 

WWI and WWII info to share with the students.  In con-

junction with that, I urged them to think about what they 

would say on a poster for Veterans Day, which was com-

ing up soon.  At the end of three days, we had a new un-

derstanding of Veterans Day and had good ideas for our 

posters.  I had taken the picture above of my husband Ben 

and Dick at the show and one student proceeded to make 

his poster ï featuring Dick.  The students' posters were 

given to a returning veteran from Iraq, several were given 

to schools and one still hangs in T.A. Restaurant in 

Walton, NY 

 
Unfortunately, the one poster which our student, Devon, 

made honoring Ben and Dick DeMott was used at Dick's 

funeral, as he was too weak to recover from his surgery.  

The poster was displayed as you came in to the funeral 

hall on the day of Dick's burial. 

 

He had passed on November 7th, 2010 and as the arrange-

ments unfolded, his funeral was held on November 11, 

2010 - 11th month, 11th day at the 11th hour ï the exact 

hour that veterans consider such a sacred time.  May he 

rest in peace. 

We Rememberé 
 

Irma Tognola Haller  
1955 

 
Nicholas Mazzarella, Jr.  

1946  
 

Dorothy Kalicicki West  
1946  

 
Howard Huntington  

1937 
 

Barry Coy  
1981 

 
Mildred Zurn Branning  

1943  
 

Douglas Sharp  
1951 

 
Frank Mazzarella  

1953  
 

Dorothy Hanni Halbert  
1947 

 
Louis ñScrapò Mazzarella 

1942  
 

Virginia King Blakeslee  
1953  

 
Eugene Steinbacher  

1947 
 

Annie May Dabney Georg e 

1940  
 

Myrtle Howe Kinne  
1947 

 
Madeline Pierce Mapstone  

1939  
 

Carl George Koegler  
1956  

 
Judy Northup Lewis  

1956  
 

Virginia Gardner Baker  
1934  

 
Daniel Dean  

1966  
 

Norma Miner Crandall  
1942  

 
Daniel Murdock  

1950  
 

James Philpott, Jr.  
1954  

 
Kristin Mathewson Greene  

1957 
 

Millard Dean  
1945  

 
Keith Constable  

1964  
 

Tammy Marie Cole  
1976 

 
Lawrence Krom  

1969  
 

Margaret Gill Cycon  
1941 

 
Richard Drotar  

1960  
 

Carroll Kean Blakeslee  
1955 

 
Kalma Chase Kniffen  

1954  
 

Faculty  
Larry Armor  

 

 Marie Barnes Rifanburg passed away in October of 2010. 

This tribute came to late to be published  the fall issue of 

the newsletter so it is included here. 
  

Marie Barnes Rifanburg (was Dann by her 

first marriage) from the Class of 1962 died October 22, 

2010.   

By Dolores Hayes Breunig 

 
I had gotten to know her again just recently as I was in a 

small quilting group that met at Pat Rafferty Smithôs 

house on Tuesday afternoons during the cold weather 

months.  We all enjoyed Marieôs company. She fought a 

courageous battle with cancer.  I had wanted to take a pic-

ture of Pat Rafferty Smith, Cheryl Loker Axtell, Marie 

Barnes Rifanburg and myself (since we were all 1962 Sid-

ney graduates) and submit it to Reflections, but sadly we 

never did that.  The other two girls in our group worked 

with Marie at The Hospital, Sidney billing depart-

ment.  For too short a time people from her past had come 

together again enjoying our shared passion of quilting. 
 

The celebration of life service was at the Methodist 

Church in Sidney.  The church was packed full of friends 

and relatives and after hearing the stories about Marie, we 

all realized how many peopleôs lives she had touched with 

her kindness and caring that she had shared with her fam-

ily, friends and church congregation at the Columbus 

Community Church.  
  

Memorial Service To be Held  

During Alumni Weekend 
For several years, the Alumni Association has sched-

uled a time for everyone to stop for a moment and re-

member classmates who are no longer with us. This 

year the service will be held on Sunday July 17 at 

10:30am at the Ed Roelle Nature Trail area. Join us as 

representatives of each of the Anniversary Classes 

reads the names of the deceased of their class. Inspira-

tional music will be provided by Dave Hollister, ó65.  

Save the Date! 

Homecoming Weekend 

October 14-15, 2011 

 

Donôt Miss the Return of the  

Alumni Basketball Game 
Thanksgiving Weekend, 2011 

Contact Greg Davie 607-563-9799 
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JOIN NOW!!!!  

 



Class of 1951 Will Party with 1950 
The ñnifty class of 1950ò has invited members of the 

class of ó51 to a Saturday picnic at the home of Irene and 

Don Ingalls in Unadilla. The Class of ó51 celebrating 

their 60th reunion year will also take part in other events 

during Alumni Weekend. Classmates will be advised of 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 75th Birthday Class of 1954 

The Class of 1954 will be celebrating our 75th birthday 

during Alumni Weekend, 2011 with a dinner at the Old 

Mill. Details will be sent to classmates. 

 

 

Class of 1956ð55th Reunion.  

The Class of 1956 will be celebrating its 55th Reunion 

with a dinner at Ye Old Mill on Saturday, July 16 

2011.  To prevent any conflict of schedule please note 

this date on your calendar. More details will be forth-

coming.  Further, plan to participate in all the activities 

sponsored by the Alumni Association throughout the 

entire weekend of July 15-17. The earlier you make mo-

tel/hotel reservations the greater your chance of securing 

them.  For a list of area motel/hotel accommodations go 

to sidneyalumni.org or phone Dave Ineich at 505-995-

8957 or Elma Taylor at 607-563-2083. 

 

 

 

 

Class of 1961 
Class of 1961 will hold their 50th reunion anniversary 

dinner at the Sidney Elks Lodge, Saturday July 16 with a  

social at 5:30 and dinner at 6:15. Any questions should 

be directed to Ann Philpott at si.ann@4cty.org or Jon 

DeTemple at jon.jay.detemple1@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Class of 1964 turns 29 + 36!!! 
 Always creative, the class of ó64  refuses to be just 65 

but will celebrate their birthdays  at the Saturday night 

social on July 16 with everyone. Please join them in sing-

ing ñHappy Birthdayò! 

 

 

Happy 60th Birthday Class of ó69 
The class of 1969 is planning on a 60th birthday party for 

classmates. It will be held at the home of Doug and Rox-

anne Elliott on Saturday the 16th of July at 1:00 PM. Hot 

dogs and burgers will be provided, and everyone should  

bring a dish to pass. Details will be sent to classmates 

and posted on the alumni website 

Class of 1966 
The class of ó66 will celebrate their 45th reunon with a barbe-

que at the Sidney Golf and Country Club on Saturday, July 

16th. Letters, emails and phone calls are being sent to notify 

classmates to save the date. If you have not been contacted, 

please contact Dennis Porter at dporter@mkl.com or  563-2725 

or Patti Jo Doi at pjdoi@hotmail.com or 607-563-3725.                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 1971ð40th Reunion 
In addition to their 40th class reunion, class of ó71 is 

celebrating the induction of classmate, John Uhorchak to 

the Wall of Fame in July.  Join classmates for a Friday 

night mixer at  Nancy Hathawayôs Trackside Diner and a 

Saturday Picnic at the Rock Cut in East Guilford. Visit 

the alumni website for updates and details. 
 

 

 

Class of 1976 
 

The Class of 1976 will hold its 35th reunion during 

Alumni Weekend in July 2011. The Friday Icebreaker 

will be held starting at 7 pm at the home of Jim & Do-

reen Wakeman on Quarry Road. Teachers and "nearby" 

classes are welcome to attend. There will be live music 

from ó76 members and friends. Instead of a formal din-

ner, a social with refreshments will be held at the Sidney 

VFW on Saturday beginning at 5 pm. Anyone who 

would like to be part of the planning, please 

contact Greg Davie at 607-563-9799 or e-

mail at gdavie@stny.rr.com . Special Prizes 

for those who have not attended since our 

10th reunion in 1986 or not at all! A website 

in now in place.http://www.classcreator.com/

Sidney-NY-1976/class_index.cfm. There are 

already tons of photos of past reunions. 

Please add what you can to make it a lively 

and active destination for the Class of 1976.  

 

 

 

Class of 1981  Celebrates 30th 
The class is planning on a  get together on 

Saturday of Alumni Weekend. Details will be 

posted on the website. For information, con-

tact Kaye Silvestri or Keith Theobald. 

 

 

.               The Class of ô91é. 
could use some help finding the following 

classmates: 
Debbie Gelo Comen  

Joe Stevens 

Shannon Douglas 

Lisa Green 

Steve Parsons 

Jake Prentice 

Don Stankavage 

Randy Wicks 

Bonnie MacRabie 

 

Becky Bennett, Robin Bessett, Sue Scofield and Jess 

Wheeler have been busy planning our 20th class reun-

ion to be held during SCSAA Weekend 2011. Invites 

will be sent soon highlighting Saturdayôs class picnic and 

July 15-17 events. Check your email or mailbox and 

www.sidneyalumni.org for info. Contact: jesswheel-

er31@gmail.com if you can locate classmates 

 

 

Class of ó99 is Finally 30!!!! 
No formal plans are in  place but anyone from the class 

of ó99 attending the Alumni Reunion  this July can meet 

their classmates at one of the venues and party! 

 

 

Class of 2001 
Class of 2001 will celebrate their 10th reunion on July 

16th at the Sidney Golf and Country Club. There will be 

also be a day event for classmates and their families. Fur-

ther information will be provided at a later time. If you 

have questions, donôt hesitate to reach out to me. Bryan 

Innes 646-369-2061 or email bryan.innes@sirva.com 

 

 

Class of ó48 Annual Reunion 
The show must  go on, and with the characters in this 

class, the run will go on for a while. It all started two 

years after graduation in  1950, then in 1953 and every 

five years thereafter, through the 55th in 2003. Starting  

in 2004 we thought it might be best if we had a gathering 

every year (wonder why?). We did it up big for our 50th 

but we scaled  down for our 55th and 60th. We are now 

back into the luncheon mode for a few years. This years 

bash  will be at the newly renovated Trackside Dining 

banquet room, Main Street in Sidney, Friday July 15, 

2011 at 12:30pm. Following dinner, all will rendezvous 

at Helen Dicksonôs house, 13 Pleasant Street for diges-

tive spirits and some farewells. For questions or informa-

tion call Bev Preston Gregory, 607-563-7912 or Dick 

Dickson, 607-563-1206. We welcome all or any ñclass 

crashersò You too ñHummyò.  

God Bless America, 

The Committee 

 

 

Class of 1952 to Celebrate  

60th Reunion in 2012 
We are beginning to plan our 60th reunion in July, 2012. 

Yes, it will coincide with the All Class Reunion Week-

end. We want the entire class to begin planning our gath-

ering in Sidney for this Reunion. We will have two 

events. On Friday we will have a party to get reac-

quainted and our banquet will be held on Saturday. We 

will also participate in all of the weekend events. 

Tom, Wayne and Helen 

1952 reunion Committee. 

Reunion News 

Page 6 

Celebrating 35 Years!!!!! 

  

 

 

 

What a GREAT Year! 
What a GREAT CLASS! 

 

The very first class to host a  

foreign student celebrates 

55 Years in the world. 

 

 

http://sidneyalumni.org/
mailto:si.ann@4cty.org
mailto:jon.jay.detemple1@gmail.com
mailto:gdavie@stny.rr.com
http://www.classcreator.com/Sidney-NY-1976/class_index.cfm
http://www.classcreator.com/Sidney-NY-1976/class_index.cfm
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Alumni Update 

Spotlight on Class of ô56   

 Joan Brush Wilson 
 

Once upon a time, I went to school in Sidney NY.  Itôs a 

neat little town, but it has changed a lot since I lived 

there.  I lived out past the end of River Street, on River 

Road.  We were the last house before the county and 

town line, and across the street from the airport.  The 

little stone house that my Dad and Mom built was 

moved down the road into Bainbridge when the airport 

was expanded, along with the bigger house where I 

spent my grade school years.  It seems strange to come 

upon them in the wrong place and the wrong relation-

ship to each other. 

 

 

High school, then as now was a mixed experience.  

From 7th grade on, I walked a mile and a little more, 

spring, fall and winter.  That made for cold fingers in 

typing class, but it sure was good exercise.  If I were to 

walk that much now, I probably wouldnôt be over-

weight.  I was tall and always ended up in the back row 

in class pictures.  Often right next to Charlie Glenn.  I 

played field hockey and intermural girlôs basketball, 

sometimes softball too.  I sorta played the violin.  Re-

member the Talent Shows?  Pretty painful.  I worked in 

the guidance office with Mrs. Peckham, and was on the 

staff of Maroon and White and The Reflector. 
 

I was the classic nerd, or óbrainô, as we were called in 

those days.  I was taller than most of the boys, so never 

had any dates until junior year.  As a senior, I dated a 

man from Pennsylvania most of the year, so again did-

nôt date my classmates.  I mostly hung around with the 

Root cousins, and others from the Methodist Youth 

group.  I played some sports, and went roller  skating on 

Saturday nights.  In class, I was the annoying one who 

got the answers first, but I never made much sense of 

the discussions in Mrs. Metzô  or Mrs. Rulandôs English 

classes.  Math and science made a lot more sense to me. 

 
From Sidney, I went to Harpur College in Endicott.  I 

was there for the start of the new campus out on Vestal 

Highway, now Binghamton University.  We lived in 

converted houses in Endicott, and most classrooms were 

in similar houses or else WW2 Quonset huts.  There 

were a lot of Korean vets in my classes.  In the first 2 

years, there was no cafeteria.  More walking all over 

Endicott, as we ate breakfast, lunch and dinner in local 

restaurants.  In my junior year, we moved to new dorms 

and gym on the new campus, and were bussed back to 

Endicott for classes.  By my senior year, everything was 

on the new campus except science labs.  Guess who was 

doing independent work in chemistry, and needed a car 

to get back and forth to the labs. 

 

The summer after Harpur, I was married to a fellow 

chemistry major, Claude Wilson.  We spent the summer 

in Syracuse on student fellowships.  He investigated 

making rayon fibers, and I studied a very powerful 

bleaching agent for pulp and paper, called chlorine di-

oxide.  Did I mention that we were at the College of 

Forestry?  That fall, we both went to Columbia Univer-

sity.  I had an NSF fellowship that was awarded before 

we got married.  As soon as they found out about the 

marriage, they refused to renew the fellowship for the 

second year of grad school.  Apparently in 1957, mar-

ried women were not capable of being students, even if 

they graduated cum lauda from college.  I worked as a 

TA one semester, and then my professor was able to 

arrange a fellowship from the NIH, where marriage 

wasnôt a criterion. 

 

I gravitated to the biological side of chemistry.  My 

research was on a beautiful blue enzyme that we iso-

lated from the peels of zucchini squash.  Truckloads of 

zucchini squash, peeled by the students, the peels saved 

and the squash discarded.  We could take home all that 

we wanted.  It was years before I could look at another 

zucchini.  I had tons of recipes!   

 

The blue color of the enzyme came from the copper that 

it contained.  My work involved purifying the material 

from the squash peels, concentrating it, finding out its 

molecular properties such as weight and size, and work-

ing out how the copper was attached to the protein.   

 

One pretty summer day, my professor told me Iôd be 

finished with my research in six months or so.  So, anx-

ious to start a family, I promptly got pregnant.  Three 

years later, I finally finished my degree!  But in the 

meantime, I had a beautiful little boy, Bruce.  He is now 

a manager at Oak Ridge National Labs, working on data 

in the field of climate change. 

 

The end of grad school was pretty 

tense.  My husband had finished his 

research in electrochemistry several 

months ahead of me and accepted a 

faculty job at the University of Pitts-

burgh.  That left me alone in New 

York City, with a small child, his 

thesis to type (no word processors in 

1960) ï didnôt every wife type he 

husband's papers and other work? ï 

and my own thesis to type and write.  

The times have changed a little bit for 

the better. 

 

After Columbia, I joined Claude in 

Pittsburgh, took a part time post-

doctoral job in a biophysics lab at 

Pitt, and got pregnant again, with 

another great little boy, Mark.  He is 

now teaching ancient history in New 

York City, and working on his doc-

torate.   

 

As described above, I did some part time teaching of 

chemistry at the college level, and one semester as a 

science teacher in an elementary school.  

Biodynamics/ Boehringer Mannheim, Indianapolis, IN, 

R&D and manufacturing development, 1976-80 

Coulter Diagnostics, Hialeah, FL R&D Senior Develop-

ment Manager, clinical chemistry, 1980-82 

Corning Medical/Ciba Corning Diagnostics, Medfield 

MA, several R&D positions, ending up as Sr. Staff Sci-

entist/Individual Contributor.  1982-96. 

Adjunct Faculty, UNCC, Charlotte NC, 1996-97 

Adjunct Faculty, Johnson C. Smith College, Charlotte, 

NC 1998-99 

After that, I was done with teaching, and the only paid 

work since then was in a shop that made decorative 

flags for homes and businesses.  Thatôs where I started 

moving to the other side of my brain! 

 

Claude moved on to a teaching job at a college in Indi-

anapolis, and I became a part-time faculty member at 

the same school, and mostly a mom to the two boys.  

Claude and I divorced in 1977, and suddenly I needed a 

job with fringe benefits and full time pay.   I went to 

work for Boehringer Mannheim, a pharmaceutical com-

pany that was getting into clinical diagnostics.  These 

are the blood tests, mostly, that are used in hospital labs.  

I was in research and development, helping to make 

these tests accurate, reliable, stable and 

manufacturable.  It was a great field to 

be in, and several of the projects I 

worked on made it to market.  I ended 

up with a couple of publications and 

one patent. 

 

Iôve lived in several places in the east-

ern part of the country, and travelled 

for both business and pleasure.  I was 

offered a job in Southern California, 

but decided against it for both cost of 

living and family considerations.  

Iôve taken several cruises, two of 

which were with teachers of machine 

embroidery.  On the days that we were 

at sea, we had classes and parties, and 

when we were in port we were tour-

ists.  One classmate arranged a tour of 

fabric shops in Puerto Rico.  Iôm still 

in touch with some of the people from 

those cruises. 

 

I stayed in that field for the rest of my 

career, working later on for Coulter 

Diagnostics in Hialeah, Florida, and 

then for Corning Medical in Massa-

chusetts.  That division eventually be-

came a part of Ciba Geigy, and I re-

tired from there in 1996.   

 

My boys grew up, went to college, and Bruce went to 

graduate school right away.  Mark took a few years out 

to do journalism, graphic arts, and software, then de-

cided to go back for his doctorate.  Bruce married and 

produced 2 grandkids for me, Ben and Kat.  Both are in 

graduate school too, and Ben got married this past Mon-

day.  Last year my daughter-in-law Elizabeth also went 

back to graduate school.  It must be something in the 

environment!   

 
Retirement has been an interesting chapter.  I tell people 

that when I retired, I moved to the other side of my 

brain.  Iôm now doing the creative things I never had 

time to do when I was working full time.  Mostly, I play 

with my two embroidery machines.  I just finished a 

huge fleece picnic blanket for my grandsonôs wedding, 

and now Iôm working on putting paisley embroidery 

patterns on a denim duster. I lived in the Charlotte, NC 

area for 14 years after retirement, and I highly recom-

mend it.  It is such a pleasant place, with 4 real seasons, 

mild winters and friendly people.  I made many friends 

at church, socially and in an embroidery club.  However 

I also developed a number of medical problems, and 

decided that I needed to be closer to Bruce so he could 

help me manage the complications. 

 

Last July, I moved to a continuing-care retirement com-

munity in Knoxville, TN.  Iôm in the independent living 

part, and have a wonderful house that is bigger than my 

condo in NC.  All inside and outside maintenance is 

done for me, and today they picked up my mail and 

paper at the end of the drive and brought it to my door 

because of the snow and ice.  Itôs nice to be pampered!  

Iôm starting to make new friends at church, the commu-

nity, and again in an embroidery club. 

 

I am now very happy with the retirement community I 

picked, glad for the computer and internet to keep in 

contact with family and friends.  
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Joan and sons Bruce and Mark. 

Welcome to Paradise! 

Bill McIntyre, ó63 pictured here, second from the left, is hoping that many of 

you will join him at the Monterey Yacht (Golf) and Country Club in Florida. 

Bill and his wife have recently purchased a condo in Stuart, Fl and they need 

all of you to consider moving down there as well. Classmate, Kim Davis is a 

neighbor already. After the winter we in the Northeast experienced, there 

may be a migration to Florida! Left to right, Marion Jipson Luce, ñBilly 

Macò, Kim Davis, Dick Germond. 
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Douglas Sheldon, ó59, Chairman of the Wall of 

Fame Nominating Committee, has announced that, 

after many months of research and deliberation the 

committee has selected its inductees for the Wall 

of Fame Class of 2011.   

  

The Committeeôs recommendations were pre-

sented to the SCSAA Board of Directors where 

unanimous support was given. 

  

The individuals will be inducted at the Sidney 

Central School Alumni Association All Class Re-

union Luncheon July 17, 2011. 

  

Mr. Sheldon praised his committee for their hard work. 

This yearôs members are Terry Dermody,ó65, Mary 

Ann Maynard Cramton, ó59, Jon DeTemple,ó61, Dennis 

Porter, ó66, Ron Wischhusen, ó72, Pat Greene, ó53,  

Dick Germond, ó63, Nancy Sue Burns, ô56,  Betty 

Spinelli, ó65,  Chuck DôImperio, ó67 and  Bill Davidson, 

retired faculty. 

 

The Honorees are: 

 

William F.  Schmidt III, MD, PhD  

SHS Class of 1961 
 

Dr. Schmidt, a pediatric hema-

tologist and oncologist, is 

Medical Director and Adminis-

trator, Childrenôs Hospital of 

Greenville Hospital System, 

Greenville, South Carolina; 

Professor of Pediatrics, Univer-

sity of South Carolina School 

of Medicine, and Professor of 

Bioengineering (Adjunct Fac-

ulty), Clemson University. He 

is also Chief of Pediatric Services and Chairman, De-

partment of Pediatrics, and Academic Chairman, Pedi-

atric Medical Education, Greenville Hospital System, 

and member of the Executive Committee, Greenville 

Hospital System Medical Staff. He is also an accom-

plished woodworker/cabinet maker, hiker, golfer; and 

an active member of nearly twenty (20) professional 

societies, community organizations and boards.  

 

Earning his BS from Hobart College in 1965, Bill 

enlisted in the US Navy and served as a Hospital Corps-

man from 1965-1969, serving two tours of duty in Viet-

nam. He later earned his PhD in Physiology and Phar-

macology from Duke in 1975 and his MD from Duke 

University School of Medicine in 1976; and has Board 

Certifications in both Pediatrics and Pediatric Hematol-

ogy/Oncology. He holds professional licensure and 

credentialing in Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and South Carolina.  

 

Much loved and respected by all who know him, Bill 

was elected for his life of achievement and contribu-

tions to his profession and society, especially our chil-

dren who are the most vulnerable, reflecting everything 

good and noble about  humanity, the man and his cho-

sen profession. 

 

 

Steven Wade,  

SHS Class of 1967 

 
Steven Wade has taught at 

Santa Clara for fifteen 

years. His courses have 

included Accounting and 

Finance as well as Contem-

porary American Business 

for which he won the uni-

versity wide Brutacoa 

Award for Curriculum In-

novation in 2003. He fo-

cuses on Finance courses, now teaching Management 

Finance, Introduction to Investments and Portfolio 

Management.  

 

He has been awarded eight Leavy School of Business 

Extraordinary Teaching awards and three ACE profes-

sor of the Year awards. He spent two years at the Stan-

ford Graduate School of Business as a visiting lecturer 

teaching a course in initial Public Offerings. He is cur-

rently the Faculty Athletic Di-

rector for Santa Clara.  

 

Prior to Santa Clara, Professor 

Wade held the title of Chief Financial Officer for three 

local technology companies and over- saw public 

equality offerings for all of them. He began his career 

with Ernst and Young in the Toronto office. He has also 

served on the Board of Directors for Microsensor Tech-

nology, a pre-public company and consulted for a variety of 

start-up companies.  

 

Mr. Wade is a graduate (cum-laude) from State Univer-

sity of New York at Albany in economics and has an 

MBA from the University of Western Ontario. He is a 

Chartered Accountant in Ontario and a Certified Public 

Accountant in New York. He has also taken a variety of 

courses at the University of Toronto and Stanford.  

 

Steve Wade has spent many years doing charitable 

work and holds positions on the Board of Directors for: 

 

Santa Clara Tax and Finance Clinic which he 

founded. This organization  provides tax and fi-

nance help for  300 needy families in the bay area. 

Current and past SCU students volunteer 

Mercy Beyond Borders, which he founded and 

serves as treasurer, works to alleviate profound 

poverty in Sudan. 

Community Health Awareness Council of Moun-

tain View. Councils at risk students and families in 

Mountain View, Sunnyvale and Los Altos. 

Survivors International where he is the Treasurer. 

SI treats hundreds of refugee and asylee victims of 

torture. 

Lawyers Without Borders trains lawyers and 

judges in the international rule of law in order to 

help with human rights and genocide cases, primar-

ily in Africa and Southeast Asia. 

 

In the past, Mr. Wade was on the Board of Catholic 

Charities of San Jose and won the National Volunteer 

of the Year award for his work with needy families 

helping with tax and financial advice. 

 

Steve is a graduate of Sidney High School, class of 

1967. He is married and has two children. Steve counts 

several family members as longtime former SHS fac-

ulty staff including Ms. Katherine Spencer and Edith 

and Jarvis Wade. Steveôs sister, Dr. Suzanne Wade, ô63 

is also an inductee on the SCSAA Wall of Fame.  

 

Col. (Ret.) John M. Uhorchak, MD.  

SHS Class of 1971 
 John Uhorchak is a 1971 

graduate of SHS and is mar-

ried to Lucinda Walker,ó74 

Uhorchak. and currently 

lives in Cornwall, New 

York.  

 

 Uhorchak is a graduate of 

the US Military Academy 

at West Point and Albany 

Medical College. After 

residency at William Beau-

mont Army Medical Center, he completed the John A. 

Feagin Sports Medicine Fellowship at Keller Army 

Community Hospital.  

During his military career, Col. Uhorchak treated sol-

diers in wars zones in Somalia, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

He was the only orthopedic surgeon at the 46th Combat 

Support Hospital, Mogadishu, Somalia in October 

1993. On October 3-4, he performed 22 surgical cases 

in 34 hours caring for the members of Task Force 

Ranger and 10th Mountain division wounded in Black 

Hawk Down.  

Dr. Uhorchak has made significant lasting contributions 

to the Army, an example of which is his authorship of 

two chapters of the Emergency War Surgery Manual, 

Third Revised US Edition, 2004. The chapters con-

cerned orthopedic issues. He was also selected to be on 

the final editorial board that reviewed the whole book 

for accuracy and consistency. The third edition was a 

complete revision and was put in a more user friendly 

format with key principles/treatment placed in boxes.  

This edition has set the standard for emergency war 
surgery treatment for this decade in Operations Endur-
ing Freedom (Afghanistan) and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and is currently still in use.  

Throughout his career, John earned numerous military 
awards including the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 

Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, and Combat Medi-
cal Badge. He is a graduate of the US Army Command 
and General Staff College, received the US Army Sur-
geon Generalôs ñAò designator and was selected by his 
contemporaries to the Order of Medical Merit. Dr. 
Uhorchak has made significant senior level contribu-
tions to the US Army and Sports Medicine that con-
tinue to this day. 

Dr. Uhorchak and his wife have three children all of 

whom have graduated from the US military academy at 

West Point and are currently serving their country. 

 

David Pysnik, Faculty 
 

David Pysnik began 

his teaching career as 

a Chemistry instruc-

tor at SHS in 1972. 

He came to Sidney 

after taking under-

graduate studies at 

Juniata College in 

Huntington, PA and 

graduate studies at 

Indiana University. 

He also spent two 

years in the army.  

 

In the 40 plus years since, Mr. Pysnik has earned the 

reputation among his students and his colleagues as one 

of the best teachers ever to teach at Sidney Central 

Schools.  

 

In 2008, he was named Citizen of the Years in Sidney 

for his accomplishments. ñDavid believes that no two 

children are alike, and this diversity should be nurtured. 

He states that óordinary kids can accomplish many 

thingsé. We just have to give them the challenge.ô He 

encourages his students to explore and learn outside the 

classroom. He is proud of the Sidney students and their 

achievements as they leave school and go out to make 

their mark on the community.ò   

 

Mr. Pysnik has been the recipient of many professional 

awards  including Teacher of the Year at Sidney Cen-

tral Schools and Outstanding Leadership in Science 

Education (NY State Leadership Association) and he 

has written many papers on topics related to chemistry, 

research and education.  

 

Mr. Pysnik credits Dr. Howard Lynch, former District 

Superintendent at Sidney and SCSAA Wall of Fame 

honoree, with the ñgreatest advice I ever had as a 

teacher.ò Dr. Lynch said that ñwe want to encourage 

ALL our kids to do their very best.ò  He has followed 

this advice throughout his career. Mr. Pysnik has five 

children and lives in Sidney with his wife, Gaby. 

 

 

 

SCSAA Wall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and 

Faculty Committee Announces Class of 2011 

Shirley Segall 

Grace Hoyt Wright 

Below: Two of the ñBelles of Delaware Streetò 

back in the day. 
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Alumni Veteran Memorialé. é. It is on its way. 

And I am gratified  

 

Although, in this issue you will  have the opportunity to  

learn all about the Sidney Veterans Memorial  Park and 

the proposed Alumni Veterans Memorial from the vari-

ous articles,  I am using this column to focus your atten-

tion and provide an exclamation  point  on this very 

important and historical matter. Because honoring our 

ALUMNI Veterans, particularly those who gave the 

ultimate sacrifice, will, in my opinion, become one of 

the most important undertakings and proudest  mo-

ments of the Association, I want to implore   all Alumni 

to  embrace and support this endeavor. I  expect  this 

memorial to become a major part of our  history and 

legacy.  

 

Joe Hager ô61 is leading the charge, together with a 

strong committee comprised of Alumni Veterans. Over 

the next year  this committee will be devoting their time 

and energy  to selecting design,  cataloging names  of   

Alumni Veterans who were killed,  and raising the re-

quired funds to bring the Memorial to  reality. The 

Committee welcomes your ideas, suggestions  and as-

sistance but most  importantly,  your  financial support. 

So when you are called on by this Committee stand tall, 

step forward and be generous. I know you will answer 

the call. 

 

That about  sums  up what we have been about to fur-

ther the purposes of the Association .  What have you 

been up to in this regard?  

 
  

 

(Continued from page 2) 

After an extensive nomination process, the SCSAA 

Sports Hall of Fame Committee has chosen a quartet 

of student-athlete alumni and a Legacy Award group 

to comprise the Class of 2011. 

 

The student-athletes are:  

 

Loren ñMobyò Collins, 

 Class of 1951 
Loren played football, basketball, baseball and track at 

Sidney. He was Captain of the Legacy Award winning 

1950 football team and went on to a career in the 

United States Air Force, where he participated over 

many years in their intramural program. He was a 

leader, a team player and a role model for younger 

Sidney athletes. 

 

Jon Jay DeTemple, Class of 1961 
Jon was a standout in football, basketball and baseball 

for the Warriors. He went on to play baseball at Cor-

nell.  

 

Jon quarterbacked the 1960 undefeated football team. 

He still plays pickup basketball with staff members at 

Harcum College in Philadelphia where he serves as 

President. He was the first and only guest speaker for 

the inaugural Sports Hall of Fame Induction Cere-

mony in 2003. 

 

Noel Kobia, Class of 1965 
Noel was a dynamic wrestler and football player at 

Sidney. His tremendous wrestling accomplishments 

included a state tournament appearance in 1964 and a 

state championship at 180 pounds in 1965. The respect 

he gained on the mat was widespread. Noel returned 

in 2009 to be part of the Legacy Award winning ó64-

65 Wrestling State Champs. 

 

 

Sue Ferraro, Class of 1977 
Sue played all girls sports available to herðfield 

hockey, volleyball, basketball, track and softball. She 

was a league all star in most sports, but hit her stride at 

SUNYï Brockport where she was (and still is) the 

only Division III All -American in field hockey. Later, 

she won Gold Glove, MVP and All-American honors 

in womenôs national amateur softball tournaments for 

many years. 

 

Legacy AWARD 
The committee has chosen the baseball teams of 1963-

64 which we will call ñThe Streakò Team going for-

ward. This trio of  teams of ballplayers under Hall of 

Fame Coach Al Drake, won an amazing 33 games in a 

row. All three were Susquenango League Champi-

ons highlighted by the middle season of 1963 in 

which the team finished a perfect 18-0. 

 

The Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be 

held during Homecoming Weekend October 14-15, 

2011. 

 

Dear Friends: 

 
Well the election results are in and at least for the time 

being everything is calm/normal for Haiti. President elect 

Mattenly has been having meetings with various organi-

zations and has already made a trip to the US meeting 

with Hillary and others about his goals for Haiti. Time 

will tell on how successful he will be. I continue to be 

optimistic as I observe clean up operations and develop-

ment of transitional housing here. 

 

We are in the rainy season right now with some pretty 

good downpours each night. The days are bright and 

sunny with temps into the 90's and high humidity. 

 Our construction project ,the Medical Clinic, has been 

progressing well. The land we are building on is a hill-

side so it presents some challenges. At any given day 

though there are about 20 workers employed there dig-

ging/mixing cement/tying rebar etc. 

 

Tomorrow I will be touring the site with a group from 

Jamestown New York who are committed to building a 

school in the community of Gallette. They are looking at 

options which include using CSI (my former affiliation 

here in Haiti with teams from the US ) to build the school 

or giving the project to a Haitian contractor as we have 

done with the clinic. Obviously my heart is with doing as 

much of the work as possible with local labor and talent. 

The Haitian Head Engineer of our project is a graduate 

of McGill University in Montreal which is considered 

the Harvard of Canada. I have the up-most confidence in 

his abilities. I have scheduled a lunch time meeting with 

him and this team on Monday May 2nd. 

 

We have hosted an additional 2 short term teams since I 

last wrote. Our last team was made up of 3 dear friends 

of ours, Michelle from Jamestown NY  and John and 

Vickie from Ohio. 

 

John and Vickie used to fill in for us at our old job when 

we went back to the states on furlough. John is retired 

and spends a great amount of time working with the 

homeless in Cincinnati . He and Vickie also work with an 

intercity church there and do teaching/mentoring with 

kids in the city. The additional 3 team members were 

women from Oneida New York who had been to Haiti 

with CSI before but wanted to see Haiti from a different 

perspective. We had a great time. The highlight of the 

trip for them was the day we spent at Little Children of 

Jesus which is an orphanage for disabled children run by 

Food For The Poor. We spent the whole day interacting 

with the kids while painting the walls of their day room 

(10 gallons of paint!!  Color light yellow).  

 

For some people it can be a very difficult place to be but 

as I have learned despite their many disabilities they are 

children/souls that love unconditionally and express joy 

so openly that you can't help but love to be with them. 

    

Roberta, my better half,  is back in the states for a week 

to be with our daughter Rachel who is going through 

testing for what we think is Celiac disease. We are in 

constant contact thru email and all seems to be going 

well. We pray it is only Celiac disease which can be con-

trolled by diet but we still request your prayers for her. 

 

I'd like to throw this out here... if there are any individu-

als or groups in Sidney or with connections to Sidney 

who have interest in coming to Haiti on a mission trip we 

would love to have you here as our guests. We provide 

room/board (air conditioned rooms if electricity is on} at 

45$ a day and the opportunity to work along side of some 

of the most beautiful people you can imagine. We limit 

the size of teams to 12 people due to housing and trans-

portation constraints. The normal duration for a trip is a 

week. Air fare out of JFK is about 400 to 500$ round trip 

non stop. 

 

Love and take care 

Bert Anderson (Class of 66) 

 

Sports Hall of Fame Committee Names 

Four Alums and Legacy Team for 2011 

News From Haiti and An Invitation to 

Volunteer From Bert Anderson, ó66 

Bathing beauties at Millers  on the river circa 1942 

Left ï right: Ginny Provenzon Bennett, Rosie Caravaglio, Margaret ñGillyò 

Gill Cycon, Rosalie Zeino 

 

Class Day 1941 

Happy  70th Reunion Class of ó41!!! 


