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Our 10th anniversary year has included a much more visi-

ble presence of the SCS Alumni Association than ever 

before. In addition to the Annual Reunion Weekend, a 

float was created and Association members took part in 

the Sidney Hometown Days Parade in June.  

 

Earlier that month, members of the Board of Directors 

were invited along with members of the Sports Hall of 

Fame Committee to attend the 48th Annual Athletic 

Awards Banquet. At this dinner, the Association made a 

formal presentation of the Scorerôs Table to the Athletic 

Departmentt of the High School. This purchase was made 

possible by profits realized from the 2006 and 2007 

SHOF Induction Ceremony and Dinner.  

 

The SCSAA float was again used in the Homecoming 

Weekend Parade in October. This event was a new one 

added to the successful recreation of Homecoming Week-

end, which began a few years ago. A pep rally and bon-

fire completed the Thursday night activities and contin-

ued on Friday with the Homecoming Football Game and 

the SCSAAôs Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

on Saturday evening.  

 

Maroon and white banners proclaiming the Association 

have decorated Main Street from the bridge to the High 

School since June. Various windows on Main Street have 

been decorated with anniversary reunion pictures of 

alumni for several years, but this year included more than 

ever before.  

 

The Association  Board is busy working on plans for itsô 

next 10 years and welcomes your suggestions of ways to 

improve the events we sponsor. Do you have an idea for 

us? Send it to the  Association mailing address: SCSAA, 

P.O. Box 2186, Sidney, NY, 13838 or email your ideas to 

scsaa@stny.rr.com  

At the 10th Annual Sidney Central School Alumni 

Association (SCSAA) Luncheon, held on Sunday, July 

20th, the winning raffle ticket for a deeded timeshare 

property at the premier Marriott Newport Coast Villas 

Vacation Resort located in Newport Coast, California, 

was drawn with the winning ticket being held by Diana 

(Ferrante) Thies.  

A 1987 alumnus of Sidney Central School, Thies 

currently resides in Bonita Springs, Florida with her hus-

band, Heinz. 

When notified by phone of her winnings, her over-

the-top response was, "Oh my god, you've got to be kid-

ding, I've never won anything in my life ...I better go out 

and buy some lottery tickets, right now!" And, maybe she 

should, as the retail value of the property she 

won is more than $34,000.00! 

Thies won this spectacular property for the cost 

of a $100 raffle ticket to support the activities of 

SCSAA and the establishment of the SCSAA 

Kristina T. Germond Memorial Scholarship. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a deserving 

SCS graduate embarking on a career in the 

teaching profession. 

This unprecedented fundraising event was made 

possible by a generous donation of the property 

to SCSAA by Dick Germond, a `63 SCS alum-

nus, and his now deceased wife, Kristina, of 

Bainbridge.  

Five of the SCSAA Board of Directors are running for 

new three year terms of office and have submitted their 

reasons for running to the Alumni Membership and ask 

for their vote.  

 

Voters must be paid members of the Sidney Central 

School Alumni Association in order for their vote to be 

counted. The following are running for re-election:   

 

 

Ann Petrosky Philpott 1961 
My husband, Ron, and I and our three children all gradu-

ated from SCHS and I have many fond memories of the 

Sidney School system. I would like to be re-elected to the 

Board of Directors of the SCSAA because I feel the 

Alumni Association is an important organization in the 

Sidney area. It gives back to the community in several 

ways such as: giving scholarships to graduating seniors 

and a new scoreboard for the Athletic Department. The 

yearly events also provide alumni opportunities to re-

connect with old friends and make new ones. 

 

 

Class of ó87 Alumnus Wins Time 

Share Raffle 

   Left:Diana Ferrante Theis, ó87  and her hus-

band, Heinz, are now the proud owners of the 

Timeshare property at the Newport Coast Villas 

Vacation Resort in Newport Coast, California. 

SCSAA Scholarship Winners: 

Where are They Now? 
 

Earlier this year, Tom Rettberg, ó64, one of the four peo-

ple who created the SCSAA 10 years ago, commented 

that we should explore the paths that our scholarship win-

ners have taken since their respective graduations.  

 

Tom remembers setting up our very small bank account 

( with his uncle, the late Bob Chantler, ó44) so that we 

could award two scholarships to the Class of 1999 in 

honor of our very first expanded Alumni Reunion Week-

end. It was decided that the proceeds from the Alumni 

Weekend Golf Tournament would fund the scholarships.  

 

That year we were able to award two scholarships. One to 

Ann Test and one to Tom Utter. Since then, we have 

increased the number of scholarships by working with 

Sidney Dollars for Scholars, to five each year. A total of 

38 seniors have been chosen since 1999 including five 

this year.  

 

We contacted the winners and asked that they let us know 

where life had taken them in the years since graduation.  

 

Congratulations to all, and here are the responses we have 

received to date: 

 

Amy Rivenburg  Signor 2000 

After high school, I attended SUNY 

Alfred where I majored in Architec-

tural Engineering Technology.  I 

received my Associates of Applied 

Science in Architectural Engineer-

ing Technology in 2002 and went on 

to receive my Bachelorof Science in 

Architectural Technology in 

2004.  After college I moved to the 

Albany area and have been here ever since.  I currently 

work as an Architectural Designer for a large company, 

Stantec, here in Albany and am preparing to begin my 

tests to become licensed next year.   In 2005, I married 

Jason Signor of Keeseville, NY who is a Mechanical En 
(Continued on page 12) 

Hometown Days Parade, Alumni Weekend, Homecoming Weekend Become 

Occasions to Celebrate SCSAAôs  10th Birthday 

A float representing the SCSAA and created by Diane 

and Ben Holbert took itsô place in the Hometown Days 

Parade in June. Alums, Tom Danforth, Dick Germond 

and Jim McIntryre climbed aboard. 

Five Members of SCSAA Board  Seek 

New Terms  

That same float (with a change of decorations) was used 

again for the Homecoming Parade and Pep Rally on  

October 2, 2008. This time Greg Davie, Bonnie and 

Jerry Curtis, and Deb Puffer took a ride. 

Continued on page 15 



We Need To Chat! 
At the same time the Association was involved in Cele-

brating our 10th Anniversary, the SCSAA Board of Di-

rectors was busy assessing our first 10 years and looking 

to our future.  

 

The SCSAA officially entered itsô second decade this 

past month.  The Association was launched with an in-

terview on WCDO in October of 1999.   That was a very 

special moment and I remember it as if it was yesterday. 

There is no doubt that we have enjoyed phenomenal 

success during our first ten years and have built some-

thing very special.  

 

The Association currently enjoys: 

 

Â A solid platform  

Â Clear purposes 

Â Strong leadership 

Â A strong financial position  

Â A fine reputation  

Â Excellent communication resources (ñReflectionsò 

and  the Alumni Website) 

 

I am amazed by what has been accomplished the last 10 

years, but there are some real challenges on the horizon 

that need to be addressed.  As we look ahead to the next 

ten years the real question is, can we sustain the momen-

tum we have created?  

 

Based on our assessment, let me share with your what 

we face in the way of challenges to the SCSAA:  

Â How to expand paid membership base 

Â How to  expand our volunteer pool  

Â Lack of a strong perpetuation plan 

Â Risk of core activities becoming stale 

Â Lack of grass roots participation in the Wall of 

Fame and Sports Hall of Fame.  

Â Declining revenue 

Â Straying from our founding purposes.  

 

 

In previous columns, I mentioned that our growth can be 

attributed to a real grass roots effort. Ten years ago, we 

asked for your help in launching the Association  and 

you responded to our appeal with your suggestions, 

ideas and thoughts for building it. We asked to ñhear 

from youò and hear from you we did. We have  had 

some lengthy chats! 

 

We chatted through e-mails, we chatted via 

ñReflectionsò, we chatted by  phone and regular mail 

and, best of all, we chatted in person. These chats, and 

the information I received from you, are what have in-

spired me to keep this organization moving.  

  

What the SCSAA has become is a direct result of your 

input. Your communication produced the ideas and sug-

gestions for Alumni Weekend, an Alumni Website, 

ñReflectionsò and many of the other Alumni activities. 

These chats produced volunteers who came forward and 

lead the Association. These chats indeed reflected a real 

grass roots effort and created a ñbottom-upò organiza-

tion which belongs to you.   

 

The Board of Directors has been debating the best solu-

tions for tackling the challenges the Association faces. 

We have formed a Strategic Planning Task Group to 

find answers. This is all well and good and worth the 

effort, but as our discussions were going on, the thought 

occurred to me that this was a top-down approach and 

contrary to how we began.  We were excluding our best 

source of ideasð YOU!  So, after ten years it is time we 

have another ñheart to heartò. Again I want to hear from 

you. So letôs chat!! 

 

First letôs chat about membership.  

How do you think we can expand our base of paid mem-

bers?  Do we need to offer incentives? Do we need to 

demonstrate a specific value? How can we generate 

greater interest in the Association? We believe the Asso-

ciation has a lot to offer and the benefits of membership 

should be obvious. Membership dues are an integral 

source of our revenue.  We rely on it. What are your 

thoughts?  

 

 

We need to chat about how we can keep our core 

activities from becoming stale.   

 

Alumni Weekend is still a very popular event but there 

have been some very subtle signs of declining interest. 

Alumni Weekend is the nucleus of the SCSAA and itsô 

core activity, so a decline in support can threaten the 

entire Association.  

 

We are not in panic mode, but now is the time to find 

ways for refreshing our activities. There is no doubt in 

my mind that the reason Alumni Weekend has enjoyed 

such popularity and grass roots support is because it 

reflected your interests.  All the events were built around 

your suggestions. So I reach out to you again; let me 

know what we need to do to freshen it up. You will find 

a survey form on page 14 which you can use as a tool  to 

chat with us on this matter.   

 

ñReflectionsò remains the ñheart and soulò of the Asso-

ciation.  However, with each issue it becomes more and 

more difficult to find source material.  Only because of 

the commitment of the editorial staff, do the pages get 

filled.  When ñReflectionsò was created I remember 

your excitement in having a forum to share your com-

mon interests with fellow alumni. Many of the early 

issues contained articles suggested or written by you, the 

readers.  I remember the series of articles on ñAntique 

Carsò and the ñPleasant Street Schoolò. These articles 

were fun and very enjoyable. We need to get back to that 

again, otherwise a declining interest in ñReflectionsò 

could result.  We need to hear from you. 

 

We need to have a serious chat about what to do 

about our declining pool of volunteers and how to 

create a perpetuation plan particularly for the Web-

master and ñReflections Editorò. 

 

It has been 10 years and if you look around you will see 

many of the same faces that  have been here since we 

started. This is called dedication, commitment and pas-

sion for the SCSAA. It is 

(Continued on page 12) 

 This is the last issue celebrating the 10th 

Anniversary of the Association and there 

are several pictures that show the activi-

ties we have been a part of during 2008. 

 

Donna Harris Kuzdzal ó62 sent an article describing how 

her interest in Womenôs History was piqued during the 

Wall of Fame Ceremony in July. It is very interesting to 

read and I think all of us at Reflections would now like 

to take a trip to Seneca Falls and meet Donnaôs Aunt 

Eleanor.  

 

The Wall of Fame Ceremony was the ñicing on the 

cakeò of the Alumni Weekend which was another great 

gathering of Alumni in July. I attended my own reunion 

and I treasure the memories made that weekend.  I urge 

any of you who havenôt come back to try it next year. 

You wonôt be sorry.  

 

Looking back over the last 10 years made us interested 

in taking a look at what paths our scholarship winners 

have taken since graduation.  We heard from a few of 

them and their responses are found beginning on Page 1. 

 

Move over Chuck DôImperio! Kay DeMott has written a 

description of the annual reunion of the ñSidney Center 

Girlsò, all SHS grads. They have some fun memories of 

growing up in Sidney Center that are an entertaining 

read and I hope Kay will write more about it in the fu-

ture.  

 

We have reunion pictures and I think youôll be interested 

in the creative things that classes are doing with the time 

they spend together: Class of ó88 is a case in point. 

 

We had a great bandðSplash!ð on Saturday night of 

Alumni Weekend. There are pictures of that night but I 

hear that there is a video floating around of Alums per-

forming to YMCA  that is not to be missed!  

 

Our newest event, Homecoming Weekend, is included 

here. This year a tradition I rememberða nighttime Pep 

Rally and Bonfire was resurrected. The pep rally was 

preceded by a parade to the High School.  The weekend 

included the Homecoming football game and the Sports 

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  

We have pictures of each of those events 

for you to see.  

 

On our Memorial Page in this issue, you 

will see Bob Chantlerôs name. Bob, Class 

of 1944, died in May.  As you read in the 

last issue, Bob was one of the key figures in 

the  founding of  the Alumni Association. 

Bob, Terry Dermody, Tom Rettberg, and I 

worked closely together for a time and Bob 

edited the first two issues of Reflections 

before retiring from that job.  I learned a lot 

from him and I will always be grateful for 

his help.  

 

In the last message I received from Bob, he 

indicated that he had made plans to come to 

Alumni Weekend. Obviously that didnôt 

happen, but we were pleasantly surprised to  

see Bobôs three children at the VFW during 

the Friday night social. They decided to 

make the trip that  had been planned and 

come and see just what this Association 

their Dad had helped to create was all 

about.  It was an unforgettable evening and 

they were extremely impressed by the 

SCSAA. 

 

We also have an  article about how difficult 

it can be as a teenager in  high school  writ-

ten by an alumnus who finally decided to 

attend a class reunion.  This is a  subject 

rarely mentioned in these pages.  The arti-

cle is thought provoking and I invite your 

comments. 

 

I hope you will appreciate all the Alumni 

News and keep sending your news to us 

along with ideas for articles. We need your 

information to keep this going. 

 

Karen Cycon Dermody 

Editor, Reflections 

karencycon@yahoo.com 

The editorôs corner 
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Ann Petrosky Philpott ô61 
Dennis Porter ô66 
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Marty Reed ô65 
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By Terry Dermody ó65 
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Alumni Update 

2006. Seth M. Kane. Is attending RIT this fall, after 

transferring from Morrisville State College. Seth will 

major in mechanical engineering technology in RITôs 

College of Applied Science and Technology.  

 

2004. Michele Collins Lofay. Spouse: Christopher. 

ñTwo sons: Andrew born March 2, 2006 and Nicholas 

born April 11, 2008.ò 

 

2001 Lindsay Mirabito is engaged to marry Matthew 

Meehan in 2009. Lindsay is a 2005 graduate of Virgina 

Tech, Blacksburg, VA and is employed as an event coor-

dinator with Muscular Dystrophy Association in Syra-

cuse. Her fiancé is a 2003 graduate of LeMoyne College, 

Syracuse. The couple will marry Memorial Day weekend 

2009 at the LeMoyne College Chapel,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

1999. Beth Backus Dix. Spouse: James. 

Occupation: Medical Office Manager. 

Hobbies: Gardening, watching my chil-

drenôs ball games, camping, spending time 

with friends and family. Favorite travel 

destination/vacation activities ï Every year 

we take a couple of trips to the Adiron-

dacks where my in-laws have a cabin and 

we ñrough itò with no electricity and then 

we usually visit Water Safari. Children: 

Dawson, Alyssa, and Daman; Stepchil-

dren: Cody and Shelby. ñI recently got 

engaged on Valentineôs Day to a wonder-

ful man, Jim Dix. We live in Sidney with 

my three children (8, 7, and 5) and his two 

children, twins (14). We are currently put-

ting a new modular home on our land, 

which we are very excited about. If we 

arenôt at work you can usually find us at a Sidney Pee 

Wee or Modified game. Our kids are all very involved in 

the athletic programs in Sidney, which keeps us quite 

busy. In our free time (and there isnôt much) you can usu-

ally find us at the movies, working or playing outside at 

our home, or having a family BBQ!ò 

 

1998. Erin Atten Bejarano. Spouse: Isai Bejarano. 

Occupation ï Teacher, English as a Second Language. 

ñGreeting to all of my fellow alumni! I hope to be seeing 

many of my classmates at our 10th reunion [July 2008]. I 

was married in July 2004 and have since lived happily in 

Kenmore, NY, outside of Buffalo. We try to get back to 

visit Sidney as often as possible as my parents are in the 

area. I completed my Masterôs in ô07 and enjoyed a chal-

lenging year teaching English to non-English speaking 

children here in Buffalo. Our best to all! God bless.ò 

 

1987. Craig ñWoodyò Wood. Occupation ï Physical 

Therapist. Hobbies ï Playing basketball and traveling. 

Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï Vacation 

all over the US with friends, New Orleans for Jazz Fest 

with SCS classmates. 

 

1985. LeeAnn Dieball Harmening. Spouse: Scott 

Harmening. Hobbies ï Scrap booking and going to the 

movies. Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï 

Florida or anywhere with a beach. Children: Nathan and 

Alex.  ñI am pursuing my Masterôs Degree in Elementary 

Education. I plan to graduate in May 2009.ò 

 

1984. Debra Hall Ford. Spouse: Patrick. ñI am mar-
ried with a 13 year old son.ò 
 

1982. Michelle Ward Pressler. Spouse: Wil-

liam. Occupation: Chemist. Children: 1ðDanny 

Hughes age 13. ñWhere is everyone from 1982? I 

travel a lot and would like to see anyone!ò 

 

1980. Gerry ñPalmò Palmer. Spouse: Jill 

Ostrander. Occupation ï Owner of a small retail 

chain. Hobbies ï Hunting, sports, cards, and motor-

cycles. Children: Cerice and Dane. ñItôs unbeliev-

able that 28 years have gone by since graduation! 

See all of you in two years (or sooner) for the big 

30th reunion.ò 

 

Douglas Terry. Spouse: Deb Sherman. Occupation 

ï US Postmaster. Retired? ï Yes, in 2000 from the 

US Navy. Hobbies ï Golf, hiking, bowling, fishing 

and hunting. Children: Karen, 18, Evelin 9, Eliza-

beth 10, Hunter, 8 (stepdaughters 23 and 21). Three 

grandchildren. ñThe town I live in is called Han-

cock; itôs a little over an hour from the Canadian 

border. I moved to Maine in 2000 after retiring from 

the United States Navy, Special Boat Unit Twenty. I 

worked for the National Semi-Conductor plant for over 5 

years as an Equipment Technician III. I also started work 

for the US Postal Service as a Rural Carrier Associate, 

and then moved on to be a City Carrier for Bar Harbor, 

ME. After one year as a city carrier, I applied for the 

Postmaster position for Hulls Cove and got the job. My 

wife is an author and runs her own gift shop. As Pam 

Pendorf Thomas said, my running days are over, but I 

have golf and hiking to look forward to. Iôd love to hear 

from my classmates. doug@tersher.com.ò 

 

Susan Gill.  A current resident of Naples, Florida, Susan 

recently graduated from Nova Southeastern University in 

Fort Lauderdale  with a degree of Master of Medical Sci-

ence.  

1979. Pamela ñPamò Pendorf Thomas. Spouse 

Randy Thomas. Occupation ï Attorney at state capitol ï 

Frankfurt, KY. Hobbies ï Bicycling, painting and com-

munity volunteer work. Children: Ben and Jackson; step-

daughter ï Jacquline. ñKeep up the great job!ò 

 

1977. Jean Palmer. Occupation ï Software Engineer. 

Hobbies ï Bicycling. ñI write software for military radar 

systems. I am a 2-year breast cancer survivor. Iôm in great 

health now and bicycle about 60 miles a week.ò 

 

Bruce Wilhelm. Spouse: Lorna DeMott Wilhelm. Oc-

cupation ï Bruce - Vice President, Human Resources; 

Lorna ï Physical Therapist. Hobbies ï Golf, basketball, 

and gardening. Favorite travel destination/vacation activi-

ties ï Pawleyôs Island, SC; Ireland. Children: Kristin and 

Brett. Grandchild: Kayleigh. ñLife is good ï we were 

blessed with the birth of our beautiful first grandchild, 

Kayleigh Elizabeth, in April. Better yet, she lives with her 

parents Kristin and Dan next to our home so Grandma 

Lorna will be going part time in the Fall to provide day 

care. We are lucky to stay in touch with many SCS class-

mates. Old friends are gold!ò 

 

1976. Lori Bargher Crandall. Spouse: Mark Crandall. 

Occupation: Secretary. ñMark and I have been married 

for 28 years and have two sons, Scott (21) and Thomas 

(18). We have lived in NJ since 1980. My education is in 

Secretarial Science and I also had jobs in the field of 

Early Childhood Education, mostly while our sons were 

growing up. Mark works for Avaya and is looking for-

ward to retirement soon. I enjoy crocheting, scrap book-

ing. and reading.ò 

 

Philip DeMott. ñMy Girlò ï Christy Cuss. Occupation ï 

Toolmaker at Amphenol. Hobbies ï Fishing, hunting, 

boating, and golf. Favorite travel destination/vacation 

activities ï The Thousand Islands region. Children: 

Clarissa, Travis, Samantha and Stephanie. Grandchildren: 

Casey. ñHave been at Amphenol 30 years this summer 

[2008]. ñHave two grown children of my own. Live with 

my girl Christy who has two daughters so I have one 

grandson, Casey, and another on the way.ò 

 

1975. Mary Moran . Spouse: Stephen ñTedò Tacea 

(ô54). Occupation ï Mary taught Health (M.S.) at SCS 

from 1980 ï 1984. Retired? ï Yes, Ted retired in 1996. 

Children: Mark and Chris. Grandchildren: Kelcie (6) and 

Kris (4).  

  

Lorraine Philpott Thompson. Spouse: David Thomp-

son (ô74). ñMy husband is from the class of 1974.  He is a 

Computer Science Teacher.  We have three children and 

four grandchildren.  I am a cashier at the local store.  We 

are the pullers of modified tractors....guess it is our sec-

ond childhood.ò 

 

1972. Carole Glasner Baker. Spouse: Donald ñBudò 

Glasner.  Occupation ï Dental Receptionist/ Florist. Hob-

bies ï Decorating/floral arrangements. Favorite travel 

destination/vacation activities ï the beach; Sidney, NY. 

Children: Matthew (Matt) and Andrew. ñI love living in 

Alabama, but my trips to Sidney are delightful. Last fall I 

was there for three weeks for my nieceôs wedding. My 

sons have graduated from college and are following their 

dreams: Matt as a drummer touring with his band, and 

Andrew as a horticulturist.ò 

 

Dr. Brenda Wrigley.  Spouse: Cathy Pontante. Occupa-

tion: Professor. ñReceived a 2008 Wall of Fame award. 

Have been teaching at Syracuse University since 2004. 

My parents still live in Sidney and just celebrated their 

67th wedding anniversary! Amazing!. Thank you for rec-

ognizing my professional accomplishments.ò 

 

David Leidy   was awarded The Silver Beaver Award, 

the highest honor a local Boy Scout Council can award to 

an individual in May, 2008. Dave and his wife, Becky 

(Dann, ó72), Leidy live in Sidney where both are active 

in service to the community. 

 

1971. Marjorie ñMargeò Phillips Johnson. Spouse: 

Jim Johnson. Occupation ï Faculty of SCS ï High 

School Math from 1996 ï to the present. Hobbies ï Wa-

terskiing, boating, gardening and walking our dog. Favor-

ite travel destination/vacation activities ï Cape Cod; boat-

ing, spending time with our children and grandchildren. 

Children: Chuck and Michelle. Grandchildren: Eryn and 

Mellissa. ñI live in Unadilla and teach High School Math 

in Sidney. Enjoying my job and loving life. My favorite 

times continue to be times spent with my husband, and 

our children and grandchildren.ò 

 

Nancy Latta Donnelly. Spouse: Jim. Occupation: Own 

my own business. Children: 2ðJacqueline and Jennifer. 

Grandchildren: 5ï Erica, Jon, Shaun, Kyle, Sammi. ñI 

moved to Florida from Binghamton in 2001. I spend sum-

mers in Quaker Lake, PA to see grandkids and family. 

Still have our own business but able to travel a lot. Look-

ing forward to hearing from you.ò 

 

1968. Barbara ñBKò Bundy Kennedy. Spouse: Jo-

seph Kennedy. Occupation ï Retired? ï Yes, in 2007.  

Hobbies ï Travel. Favorite travel destination/vacation 

activities ï Islands for sightseeing and hotels ï do it all. 

Children: John. ñNow that we are both retired our time 

is our own. We travel on cruise ships and go, or try to, 

once a month with friends for quick get-aways ï just to 

have fun.ò 

  

1966. Cheryl Burian -Baldwin. Spouse: Scott Bald-

win. Retired? ï Yes, in 2006. Hobbies ï Baking, garden-

ing, and running. Favorite travel destination/vacation 

activities ï Mountains, visiting friends and family. Chil-

dren: Erin (20) and Ashley (23). ñRetired for 2 years. 

Busy baking for 3 charities. Taking piano lessons. I 

work out about 14 hours per week. Member of Medical 

Reserve Corp and member of Rose Society. How did I 

ever have time to work? Ashley (23) is a preschool 

teacher. Erin (20) is a pre-med student. Scott crews on 

The California and Star of India (tall sailing ships).ò 

 

Fred Root. Spouse: Lisa. Occupation: High School 

Principal. ñ Although I havenôt been to the reunions 

since 1986, I do miss Sidney and my fellow students and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Class of ó68 had a really, really good time at their reunion! 

Harry Bouvier (front) was the center of attention  for the Class of 

ó63 ñgirlsò on Friday night at the VFW during Alumni Weekend. 

L-r: Ann Chisko, Karen Cycon Dermody, Gail Anderson Burke, 

Becky Smith Holley, Kathy Tilley Hoyle, Bonnie Merk and 

Marion Jipson Luce 
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friends. I am hoping that I can be better about connecting in 

the future.ò 

 

1965. Jo Kelsey Dalton. Spouse: Robert Dalton. Occu-

pation ï Housewife. Hobbies ï Knitting, crocheting and 

reading. Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï 

Maine and Saranac Lake. 

 

Linda ñMazzò Mazzarella Panaro. Spouse: John Panaro. 

Occupation ï Retired in 2001 from career as Secretary/

Word Processor. Hobbies ï Reading, crocheting, and knit-

ting. Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï Hawaii 

and Turning Stone. 

 

Carol Roof Hulbert. Spouse: Denman. Occupation: Ac-

counting Coordinator. Children: Wayne, Brenda and 

Tammie. Grandchildren: Courney, Kelsey, Cadin, Dylan 

and Shane. ñI live Walton, New York.ò 

 

Lonnie Warner. Occupation: Teacher; Coach of Wrestling. 

Retired? ï Yes, in 2002. Hobbies ï Reading, gardening and 

sports. Children: Chloe. òI retired after a successful teach-

ing and coaching (wrestling) career at Jordan Elbridge Cen-

tral Schools. I will assist the Alumni Committee in some 

way after my daughter graduates from high school, thatôs 

correct ï high school! I started late in life.ò 

 

1964. Terrence ñTerryò Biglin. Spouse: Maryann Ma-

honey-Biglin. Favorite travel destination/vacation activities 

ï Williamsburg, VA. 

 

Kristine ñKrisò Johnson Chambers. Spouse: Roger 

Chambers. Retired? ï Yes, in ô08. Hobbies ï Gardening, 

walking, exercising, and grandchildren. Children: Dawn 

and Chad. Grandchildren: Erin, Jackson, Grace, and Olivia. 

ñWe retired early in ô08 from our car and truck business, 

giving us more time to spend on our cattle business. Our 

daughter and her family live in Oneonta and our son and his 

family live in Portland, OR. We get out there a few times a 

year.ò 

 

Merikay McKinney Harper.  Spouse: John Harper. Occu-

pation ï Secretary, Upstate NY Synod of the Lutheran 

Church. Hobbies ï Greenhouse owner ï member of local 

volunteer fire department. Favorite travel destination/ vaca-

tion activities ï Myrtle Beach to get my ocean fix. Children: 

Debra and Dennis. Grandchildren: Michael, Catelyn, Jes-

sica, Hannah, and Ryleigh. ñOur greenhouse business keeps 

us very busy ï go to Central NY Regional Market twice a 

week to sell wholesale to local hardware stores. John is 

President and Merikay is Secretary of the local volunteer 

fire department. Ruth McKinney, Merikayôs Mom, moved 

to Syracuse from Hawaii in August 2007 and we are enjoy-

ing having her so much closer. Our grandchildren live in 

LaFayette and Rochester so we see them often. Our oldest 

grandson Michael is in the US Navy in Pensacola, FL.ò 

 

1962. David ñDaveò Doi and Carolyn Yenson. Occupa-

tion ï Delta Airlines, Supervisor Passenger Services. Re-

tired? ï Yes, in 2000. Hobbies ï Golf, sightseeing. Favorite 

travel destination/vacation activities ï winter in Palmetto, 

FL. Children: Susan. ñWe celebrated our 40th wedding anni-

versary in February 2008.òDave recently competed in and 

won the Annual Meadowood Golf Course club champion-

ship, menôs senior division.  

(Continued from page 3)  

Bruce ñBuckò Longwell. Spouse: Betty. Retired Air-

craft Mechanic American Airlines. 2 Children Brenda 

and Mark. 

 
Patricia ñPatò Gray Tancredi.  Spouse: John Tan-

credi. Retired? ï Yes. Hobbies ï Golf, travel. Favorite 

travel destination/vacation activities ï Anywhere in 

Europe, especially Germany. Children: Heather and 

Beth. Grandchildren: Jackie, Nicky, Iain, and Christian.  

 

Kathy Pollack. Occupation ï Teacher. Retired? ï Yes, 

in 2003. Hobbies ï Sports, gardening. Favorite travel 

destination/vacation activities ï Europe, Asia, the Mid-

dle East. ñMy last vacation was Berlin, Germany; War-

saw, Poland; and the Czech Republic; traveled across 

Canada coast-to-coast by train. Retired and participate 

in competitive sports ï triathlon and golf. Attending 

Sumpter College Continued Studies Program.ò 

 

Gary Root. Retired? ï Yes, in 1995. Hobbies ï Golf 

and volunteering at local hospital. Children: Mark and 

Mary. Grandchildren: Jacob, Madison, Jillian, Karalyn, 

Chloe, and Caleb. ñWe built a new home in beautiful 

Naples, FL in 2006. Since then we have been staying 

busy with as many physical activities as possible. For 

Gary this includes golf, kayaking, tennis, softball, gym 

workouts 3 times per week, volunteering at the Naples 

Hospital 2 times per week, yoga, and biking around 

town. Every day is a dream. Thanks to all at SCSAA 

for keeping us all in touch.ò 

 

Cliff Steele. Spouse: Marjorie (Marge) Howe (ô57).  

Occupation ï Precision Machinist ï Management. Re-

tired? ï 1999. Hobbies ï Coin collecting. Favorite 

travel destination/vacation activities ï We have trav-

eled the entire US and islands and some places are bet-

ter the second time than the first. Children: Brenda, 

Dale, Christina, and Alisa. Grandchildren: 13. ñWe 

moved to Orlando, FL in 1977. Worked for Lockheed 

Martin and retired after 20 years ï with cancer. I sur-

vived with the help of the Lord and my wife and chil-

dren. I am now completely cured. Marge and I enjoy 

traveling, yard sales, and are involved in our local 

church. Marge and I now live in downtown Orlando in 

a high rise on the 14th floor ï for almost 4 years and 

love it! (No yards to mow.)ò 

 

1961. Sharon ñSherryò Dermody Potter. Spouse: 

Gary Potter. Occupation ï Teacher and self-employed. 

Retired? ï Yes in 2000. Hobbies ï Walking, traveling, 

Bunko and Curves. Favorite travel destination/vacation 

activities ï Portland, OR. Chil-

dren: Michael and Scott. Grand-

children: Zachary (5) and Zinnia 

(3). ñWe moved to Elgin, TX in 

2003 from Beaumont, TX. We 

were tired of all the hurricane 

threats. Elgin is 19 miles east of 

Austin, TX. Our grandchildren 

live in Portland, OR, where we 

vacation at least once a year. We 

come to NY once a year, usually 

in the Fall. We enjoy visitors so 

if you are in the area, call or 

come by and see us.ò 

 

Joseph ñJoeò Hager. Spouse: 

Sharon Barnhart Hager (ó61). 

Occupation ï Army Officer/

High School Teacher. Retired? ï 

Yes, in 1999. Favorite travel 

destination/vacation activities ï 

Visiting with children, family 

and friends and traveling 

through various intermediate 

destinations. Children: Matthew, 

CathyAnn, and Christine.  

Grandchildren: Weston, Cassidy, 

Paige, Brady, Landry, and Lily. ñWe are enjoying this 

time in and of our lives ï thankful for our many bless-

ings. And our blessings include having been raised and 

educated in Sidney among wonderful friends and fam-

ily.ò 

 

Karen Nadig Silvernail. Spouse: Everett (Mike) 

Silvernail. ñKeep up the good work!ò 

 

Thomas ñOzzieò Osborne. Retired? ï Yes, in 2005. 

Hobbies ï Golf, deer hunting, Oakland Raiders, and 

NASCAR. Children: Dauna, Joel. ñHey! Virginia ainôt 

all for lovers but the weather is great!ò  

 

 

H. Daniel ñDanny Bonnell.  Retired? Yes. Children: 

2ðTimothy, Marie. ñMy Dad, brother and I made a 

very short trip to Sidney on 28 July and saw work be-

ing done on the old castle school. What is the story? 

We all stopped at various placesðschool, old house we 

lived in Main Street and other locations. Keep up the 

great work. I look forward to each issue. Thanks.ò 

 

1960. Ellis ñBrinkieò Cronauer. Spouse: Christine 

Hinkley. Occupation ï Telephone Communication 

Technician. Retired? ï Yes, in 1995. Hobbies ï Buying 

and selling antiques. Favorite travel destination/

vacation activities ï Gettysburg, PA (26 times). Chil-

dren: Vicky, Ellisa, and Penny. Stepchildren: Kevin, 

Penny, Wendy and Brian. Grandchildren: Matthew, 

Scott and Haley. ñWhere have 48 years gone since 

graduation? I retired from the phone company in 1995 

after 29 years. For the past 21 years I have owned and 

operated a 10-unit motor inn; I enjoy buying and sell-

ing antiques. I enjoy fair health ï I canôt do what I 

could 20 years ago but who can? I enjoy ñReflectionsò 

a lot.ò   

 

Katherine ñKayeò Maynard Jones. Spouse: Philip 

Jones. Retired? ï Yes, in 2004.  Children: Two. Grand-

children: Four. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

We Rememberé 
 

Robert Wickham 

1934 

 

Glenn Rice 

1953 

 

Mildred Decker Cowan 

1960 

 

Robert Chantler 

1944 

 

Annette Harrington Bernholtz  

1944 

 

Jeannine Hayes Hornbeck 

1950 

 

Dalyce Dahl Frawley 

1979 

 

Claude F. Waldron, Jr. 

1943 

 

Percilla Wright Price  

1940 

 

Tammy Moore Warner 

1980 

 

Ralph M. Cole 

1950 

 

Arnold Rutenber 

1960 

 

Harriet Spencer Slawson 

1937 

 

William A. Hunt  

1953 

 

Marjorie Mott Arotsky  

1981 

 

Barbara Wickes DuMond 

1953 

 

Marcel Skip Dimorier  

1971 

 

Suzanne Allen Lehtonen 

1984 

 

Eleanor Norton Mertz 

1945 

 

Jeanette Finch Hurlburt 

1943 

 

David Stoddard 

1960 

Tonsee Smith, John Bethe and Al Murray from the Class of 1963 attended the 

Homecoming Football game against Walton on October 3, 2008.  
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Elizabeth Skinner Siewers. Spouse: John. Children: 

John, James, Joseph, Julie Ann. Grandchildren: John, 

Troy, Jordyn, Taylor. ñTraveled to Alaska and Swit-

zerland so far since retirement. Hope to do more soon. 

I hope to see you all at the 50th in 2010, God willing.ò 

 

Emily Smith Droddy. Spouse: Tom Droddy. Retired? 

ï Yes, in 2005. Hobbies ï Three cats, one dog, an-

tiques, traveling and grandchildren. Children: David 

(47) and Mike (45). Grandchildren: Aaron (15) and 

Brett (14) plus seven step-grandchildren. ñWe moved 

back to Texas the first of May when Tom retired from 

Entergy after 40 years. We are closer to our grandchil-

dren and children, except my oldest son David who is 

career Air Force stationed in Florida. He will retire 

this fall. We hope to do some traveling and are look-

ing forward to my 50th reunion in two years.ò 

 

Robert Unverferth. Retired? ï Yes, in 2001. Reside 

in North Carolina.  

 

Joan White Morris. ñYou did a wonderful job in the 

Spring 2008 ñReflectionsò. Thank you!ò 

 

Nancy Elliott Tueller. Spouse: Alden. Children: 3, 

Grandchildren: 5. Retired teacher 

 

1959. Anna Aldrich Crosby. Spouse: Wallace 

Crosby. Occupation ï Bookkeeper. Retired? ï No. 

Hobbies ï Travel, scrap booking, and reading. Chil-

dren: Cathy, Phyllis, and Valerie. Grandchildren: 

Timothy, JR, Myranda, Nathan, Matthew, Jennifer, 

Joseph, and Heather. Great grandchildren: Brian, Ben-

jamin, Zachary, Andrew and Lillie. 

 

Tony Kemp. Spouse: Tracy. Retired? ï Yes, in 2004. 

Children: John and Robin. Grandchildren: Brandon 

and Shelby. 

 

Joann Yenson Schmidt. Spouse: Bernie Schmidt. 

Occupation ï Receptionist. Retired? ï No. Hobbies ï 

Reading, traveling, volunteer activities, and flower 

arranging. Favorite travel destination/vacation activi-

ties ï the grandkids, Santa Cruz, CA (sister Evelyn), 

US National Parks, and Mexico. Children: Christo-

pher and Joseph. Grandchildren: Colton and Mikayla.  

ñI am looking forward to my 50th class reunion. I canôt 

believe it is only a year away! I am going to retire in 

the Fall and am looking forward to volunteering more 

with the Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary and 

Wings of Hope, an international humanitarian organi-

zation.ò 

 

1958. Grace Beers Backus. Spouse: Edward 

Backus.  Retired? ï Yes, retired from The Hospital in 

Sidney. Hobbies ï Gardening, camping, traveling, and 

spending time with my family. Favorite travel destina-

tion/vacation activities ï Daytona Beach and Port Or-

ange, FL; Arkansas; and going on cruises. Children: 

Joann, Bob, Rick, Penny, Randy and Beth; step kids ï 

Rhonda and Tiger. Grandchildren: Paul, Tom, Jeff, 

Tonya, Josh, Jason, David, Mindy, Amanda, Jonathan, 

Kendra, Hailey, Dawson, Alyssa, and Damon. 

Another one due in October. Great grandchildren: 

Zachary, Trevor, Hunter, Cole, Reese, 

Mackenzie, Dakota, Michaela, Leigha, and Cor-

bin. And another one on the way.  ñEd and I live 

in Sidney Center and travel yearly to Florida for 

part of the winter. We also have a seasonal camp-

site at the East Sidney Lake. We love to travel 

and see new places. We have a large family who 

we enjoy spending time with ï watching our 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren grow up.ò 

 

1957. Janet Glasner Wright. Occupation ï 

Secretary and Business Owner. Retired? ï Yes, in 

2005. Hobbies ï Gardening, event coordination, 

and travel. Children: Sharon, Douglas, Stephen 

and Daniel. Grandchildren:  Benjamin, Halle, 

Christopher, Jocelyn, Catherine, Rachel, Luke, 

and Zoe. ñRetirement is great. I donôt know 

how I found time to work! There is always 

more on my ñto doò list than I can finish. Sid-

ney has so many activities to offer. There is no reason 

to be bored in this small town.ò 

 

William Sines. Retired? ï Yes, in 1994. ñAlive and 

well in Tennessee.ò 

 

1955. Joanna Gabaccia Finnegan. Spouse: Bill. 

Occupation ï Hairdresser. Retired? ï Yes. Children: 

Billy, Frances, and Joan. Grandchildren: Katherine, 

Christine, Megan, Jessica, Christopher, and Sarah. 

 

Richard ñDickò Kuebler. Spouse: Kay. Retired? ï 

Yes, retired in 1999. Hobbies ï Golf, home improve-

ment items. Favorite travel destination/ vacation ac-

tivities ï To our Florida home for the winter; going on 

cruises of the Caribbean. Children: Tim, Eric, and 

Michelle. Grandchildren: Nathan, Kayla, Cady, Con-

nor, Jovanni, and Carlos. Great grandchildren: Tori. 

ñKay and I again continue to enjoy our Florida time at 

our home in Panama City Beach. We took time in 

January to cruise the Southern Caribbean, leaving out 

of San Juan, PR. We will probably take 2009 off and 

then return to Alaska in the summer of 2010 for our 

50th anniversary. During the summer much time is 

spent watching grandchildren. They all live within 15 

miles of us.ò 

 

James ñChipò McElroy. Coached Freshman football 

and Junior High basketball, 1957-58. ñYou guys and 

girls are doing an absolutely outstanding job with the 

association, Reflections and Alumni Weekend. We are 

lucky to have you in Sidney. Go Warriors!ò 

 

1954. Walter ñWaltò Bruetsch. Spouse: Ellenor 

Hughes. Retired? ï Yes, in 1999. Children: Two. 

Grandchildren: Three. 

 
Mary Chilletti Leonard. ñDo enjoy Reflections. 

Thanks to all for all you do to keep so many of us 

connected.ò 

 

Betty Marriott Winchester. Spouse: Ernest ñErnieò 

Winchester (ô53) (deceased ï Nov. 2006). Retired? ï 

Yes, in 1998. Hobbies ï Gardening, crafts, and sew-

ing. Children: Terry, Danny, and Robin. Grandchil-

dren: Brent, Jennifer, Chris, Nicole, and Casey. ñSince 

Ernie passed away November 7, 2006, I have main-

tained our home in Mt. Upton. My three children live 

in the area. The five grandchildren are all grown up. 

The youngest one completed her first year of college 

in 2008 and will return in the Fall. One other grand-

daughter completed four years of college and lives 

with her husband in South Carolina. Two other grand-

children live and work near New York City. The old-

est grandchild lives and works in Japan with his wife.ò 

 

Eugene Palombo. ñYou are doing a terrific job and I 

always enjoy reading the paper.ò 

 

1953. Phyllis Betts Place. Spouse: Richard A. 

Place (ô56), deceased. Occupation ï Secretary. Re-

tired? ï Semi-retired. Hobbies ï Church and family. 

Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï Sidney 

Center, NY. Children: Steve, Sue, and Amy. Grand-

children: Nikki, Brandi, Tiffany, Ritchie, and Stephen. 

Great grandchildren: Phoenix (8), Kendall (2), Savan-

nah (6 mos.) and Logan (3mos.). ñI have done secre-

tarial work ever since graduating from Sidney Central 

School in 1953. In 1980 we both semi-retired because 

of Dickôs health, bought an old house in Sidney Cen-

ter, NY, and spent summers there until 2004, when 

Dick was diagnosed with a second kind of cancer. I 

cared for him at home until February 13, 2006, when 

the Lord called him to his Heavenly Home. I continue 

to work at home doing typing and bookkeeping. I also 

am the baby-sitter for my 8-year old great-

granddaughter, Phoenix, when there is no school. I 

also have three baby great-grandchildren, but they do 

not live close by ï they are GREAT! Looking forward 

to my 55th class reunion July 19, 2008.ò 

 

 

Mary Lu Glazier Mathis. Spouse: Charles Mathis. 

Occupation ï Elementary School Music Teacher. 

Retired? ï Yes, in 1998. Hobbies ï Travel, cross stitch 

and reading. Favorite travel destination/vacation ac-

tivities ï Elderhostel, Arizona, Utah, and the West 

Coast. Children: Becky and Ken. Grandchildren: 

Becca, Matt, Noah, and Anna.  

 

Maryon Karlson Bramley. Occupation ï Medical 

Office Manager/ Consultant. Retired? ï Yes, in 2007. 

Hobbies ï Travel, reading, and needlework. Favorite 

travel destination/vacation activities ï Beach, cruises, 

family vacations with children and grandchildren. 

Children: Debra, David, and Douglas. Grandchildren: 

Erin, Matthew, Steven, and Jordan. Great grandchil-

dren: Shylah and Braxton. ñI appreciate all the work 

that goes into Reflections ï enjoy reading about the 

people we knew in school.ò 

 

1952. Beverly Baker Borst. Spouse: Richard 

Borst. Retired? ï Yes. Hobbies ï Reading, and watch-

ing old movies. Children: Eric and Karl. Grandchil-

dren: Brian, Kristina, Emily and Andrew.  ñI send 

each issue of Reflections on to my brother, Boyd 

Baker, in Canton, NC. Heôs a Unadilla HS graduate 

but lived and worked in Sidney from 1945 to 1960. 

We both enjoy this publication, especially the photos 

and stories of the 40ôs and 50ôs. I was pleased to note 

Mrs. Ruland is an Inductee for Wall of Fame 2008. I 

have fond memories of those Latin banquets ï one 

year I was Calpurnia!ò 

 

Kenneth ñDonò Donaldson. Spouse: Judy. Occupa-

tion ï Retired? ï Yes, in 1990. Hobbies ï Tennis, 

travel, and arts. Children: Kate. Grandchildren: Two. 

 

Erma Scott-MacDonald. Children: Two. Grandchil-

dren: Two.  ñA great job! Congrats!ò 

 

Esther Weeden Davidson. Resides in California.  

 

1951. Marguerite ñRitaò Place Hoag. Retired? ï 

Yes, in 1994. Children: Two. Grandchildren: Three. 

Great grandchildren: Eight. 

 

Janet ñJanò Sands Miner. Spouse: Loren Miner 

(ô48) ï deceased 10/22/06.  Occupation ï Surviving. 

Retired? ï Yes. Hobbies ï Watching DVDs and read-

ing; before disability ï golf and dark room photogra-

phy. Favorite travel destination/vacation activities ï 

Been most everywhere. Children: Steven, Sharyl, and 

Ronald (Ron). Grandchildren: Roxanne, John, and 

Janet. Great grandchildren: Baylee, Landon, and Mar-

ley. ñLetter (USPS) or phone 2pm-2am Eastern. Have 

lost mobility due to blunt force trauma. Use scooter to 

get around house. My cell number is 352-229-4986 ï 

itôs with me on my scooter. Sometimes in typing, left 

little finger deletes everything written! Prior to being 

disabled, very active in golf and photography. Worked 

at the American University (DC) and government 

investigations; studies at University of Maryland. I 

contact brother Bill Sands (McDonald Hose) if need 

anything. He visits me in March when heôs at his time 

share near Disney. Have quite a library of reference 

works for the New England area.ò 

 

1950. Daniel ñDanò Murdoch. Spouse: Mary 

Quinn - Faculty ï English and Social Studies 7th, 8th 

and 9th grades ï 1948 ï 1954.  Occupation ï General 

Motors, 37 years. Retired? ï Yes, in 1994. Hobbies ï 

Golf and fishing. Favorite travel destination/vacation 

activities ï Gulf Shores, Alabama. Children: Susan, 

Timothy, and Laura.Grandchildren: Eight. ñI keep 

busy playing golf and fishing, and following Univer-

sity of Alabama sports. Mary plays golf and volun-

teers at the local library. We do not get back to the 

Sidney area since my parents and Maryôs parents 

have passed away. We visit our two children in the 

Buffalo, NY, area yearly, plus many trips to our 

daughterôs in Atlanta, and trips to the Gulf Shores on 

the Gulf of Mexico.ò 

 

Robert Searle. ñYou are doing a great job with 

your paper and your very good website.ò 

 

Virginia ñJinnyò Wagner Compton. Spouse: Alfred 

Compton, ô44. Occupation ï Housewife. Retired? ï 

Yes. Children: Kristine and William. Grandchildren: 

Brian and Jennifer. Great grandchildren: Crysten, 

Melody, and Abigail. ñLooking forward to the Class 

of ô50 picnic and seeing all the ñold folksò again.ò 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Mary Jane Gelder ó58 poses for a picture with Annamaria  Boiocchi 

foreign exchange student from Lerici, Italy to the Class of ó58. 

 


